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IH&ve no Qihkt . i Pretence to the 
&oijodf^^ foilluf- 

triotts as that of your Lordfiup, than 
A z the^ 



iv DEDICATION. 

the Merit of attempting what has by 
fome unaccountable Ncgleft been 
hitherto omitted, though abi^jjtgly 
necefTary to a perfect Knowledge of 
the Abilities of Shakefpear, ' 

Among the Powers that muft con- 
duce to conftitute a Poet r the firfrand 
moft valuable is Invention ; and of,aU 
the Degrees of Invention, the high- 
eft feems to be that which is able to 
produce a Series of Events. It is eafir 
when the Thread of a Story is once 
drawn to diverfify it with Variety of 
Colours; and when a Train of A&ion 
is prefented to the Mind, a little Aq-i 
quaintafcfce-w^ Cit:~ 

eumftances and Reflexions, and a lit- 
lie Knowledjgfof ' $&$W, .furnifh Pa- 
rallels and'^(tfe^4ai:..rrotellt)vcr 
again a Story that has been told already, 

and 
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Is* hb ra*e Qualification ; but to ftrikft 
tfcifr&e rfirft Hints of a new Fable ;. 
Ifencc to introduce at Sfct of Charac- 
ters Co diverfmed in their Feverai Paf- 
fions and Ihferefts, that From the 
^filing of this Variety may remit 
'ilttriy heceffery incidents j to make 
thefe Incidents furpfifing, and ^et 
flMtiral, fo as to delight the Imagina- 
tion without fhocking the judgment 
#a "Reade^j and finally, to wind 
Ig &fe wlhole in a pleaf&g Cataftrophe: 
produced by thofe vtry Means which. 
fcemmoft likely to o^pofe and pre- 
sent ft, is the utmoft Effort df the 
itimaii Mind.' 

T*tf ffifeover how ftw of dibfe 
; Wiiters> who prbfefS to recount ima- 
|ifia*J AdventOres, have been able 4b 
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mm® vrmcw-F? © & / ! 

-pC^dace my Thing by their own Ima- 
5gia4tion would require too much of 
3fch$t Time* which your Lord&ip 
employs in nobler Studies. Of all 
the Novels and Romances that Wit 
or N Idlenefs, Vanity or Indigence, 
have pufhed into the World, there 
.art yery few, of which the JEnd can- 
not be conjectured from the Begin- 
ningj or where the Authors hasrc 
done more, than to traofpafe the In- 
cidents of other Taies^br fhrip the 
^£it;cujnftaflces from oa£ Event for 
the -Decoration of another* . 

In the Examination of a Poet's 
- Character it is therefore foft to be en- 
quired what Degree of Invention has 
been exerted by him. With this View 
I have very diligently read the Works 
of Sbakefpeary and noyr prefume to 

-r .;; . . i. ;. - - \ . lav 



lay the Refolt of my Searches bJefoge 
Ifom uihordib^i before that Judge 
^hamuPlwy himfelf would have 
ilsrilbied fc^hir Affeflbr to hear a lite* 
if ary Caufe. 

?>: How much the Tmnflatipn of the 
^Jkrwing Novels will add to the Re* 
pirtation of Shake/peat , or takeaway 
rfeom it, You, my Lord, and -Men 
learned and candid like You, if any 
sfiachi can be found, mull nowde- 
itiirrttffle^ Some Danger, as I am in- 
formed, there is, left his Admits 
fliould think him injured by this At* 
r tempt, and clamour as at the Dimi- 
- nation of the Honour of that Natl- 
eori, winch boafbcherfelf the Piare^t 
?c£ fo great a Poet 

G Tfegt pp fuph Enemies may arifea- 
Vjainft me (though I am unwilling 

to 



tbfecteeveit) I ara-fer frombeih^tod 
confident, for who can ft* Bounds to 
fcig6try andFotty? My&fr, ity -iijpj. 
hive not given toe ftiali^Opj>6rttifiitiei 
of mingling in die World % fhere may 
be in k many a Species of Abfurdity 
which I have never feen, and among 
tiiem flich Vanity Is pleads ftfelf 
With &tfe Praife befttiWed oh andtfce? „ 
af»d fuch Su^HlitSott as Wb^lhips Id«ts k 
Without fuppoftngthitrt to fee Gods. 

But fhe Truth if> th*t i frvery<fiiMll: 
Bat bF the Reputation of tfefe migjity 
Genius depends upon the Baked 
Plot, or Story of his Plays. He liv- 
*d in aft Age wheh the Book* of 
KDhivalry* torere yet pdpular > : and whea 
therefore the Minds df' his Auditors, 
were not accuftomed to balance Pro- 
fcaMiligsi ©if V e*s*minc. hieefy the 

-■•/■;• 



is ifcS-OTtfaftfof $#• ;;;„■ 

Progortkm betwwyi, C&ufes ami Ef? 
{<3&., It was fufficieqt to recpm-j 
menda.Story, tfrat it was far remove4 
j^^.cornmon Life, that its Change 
es were frequent, and its Clofe pa- 
thetic. 

v^This r Diipofition of the Age con- 
curred fo happily with the Imaginati- 
on of Shake/pear that he had no De- 
fire to reform it, and indeed to this 
he was indebted for the licentious Va- 
yfigty, by which he has made his Plays 
more entertaining than thofe of aay 
.other Author. 

*; He had looked with great Atten- 
tion on the Scenes of Nature i b$t 
his chief Skill was in Human Ani- 
ons, Paffions, and Habits ; he was 
therefore delighted with fuch Tales 

>as afforded numerous Incidents, and 

ex- 
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exhibited many Characters, in many 
Changes of Situation. Thefe Cha-^ 
rafters are (o copioufly, diverfifi^d r an^ 
(pme of them fo jujftly purfued, tha$ 
his Works may be confidered as % 
Map of Lift, a faithful Miniature o^ 
humafl Tranfa&ions, and he thaf-hafc 
read Shake/pear with Attention, wilfj 
perhaps find little new in the croudedi 
World , f \ 

Among his other ExceUejicies it- 
ought to "fee remarked, becaufe it hai 
hitherto teen unnoticed, that his 
Heroes are % Men, that the Love and? 
Hatred, the Hopes and Fears of his 
chief Perfonages arefach as arexjpBi- 
tkon to other human Beings > and no% 
like thofe which later Times have* 
exhibited, peculiar to Phantoms that, 
ftrut upon the Stage. . _ . , 

Iti 



■ft is not perhaps very neceflary to 
ehi^re 1 ' Whethet the Vehicle of fi> 
toh ! Bciight apd inftru<aioa be a 
Sfetfy probable, or unlikely, native^ 
cfrfpreign. Shakejpear% Excellence is 
t&fc tfhe Fiction of aTale, but the Re- 
pifefetitation of Life j and his Repu- 
tation h therefor^ fa&, till Hunjan 
ftatufe (hall be' changed. Nor cat*: 
he who has fo many juft Claims to 
Praife, fuffer by lofing that which 
i|n|>rant Ad,miratloi> has unreaforiably 
given hlin. Tf\> calumniate the t)ead 
i§ !$ajfeji$f$, a$cl to ^tfeer them is furely 
Pblly. 






Wititif Flattery; my Lord, either 
df the Dead or the Living, t wiO* 
tfc'be clear, and have therefore foli- 
cited the Couptei«tpce of a Patron, 
whom, if I knew how to praise 

him, 
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himi I coti!(l praife. with Truth, 
and have the World on my Side ? 
whofe Candour and Humanity are 
univerfally acknowledged, and whofe 
Judgment perhaps wiis then firft to 
be doubted, when he condefcended 
to admit this Addrefs from, 

My I<ord f 
Your Lord/hip's 
a&<sft obliged, 

and moft obedient 
humble Servant, 



^AUTHOR. 
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HE Rornsin Empire was at the 
Heighth of. it's Grandeur and 
Power, when Maximintj a great 
and virtuous Wince, reigned. over 
it; this Emperor, who defired nor 
thing morfe ardently than the Welfare and Hap- 
pinefs of all his Subjects, was extremely nice in 
the Choice of thofe. Perfons whom he deputed 
to govern the Provinces dependant *>n the Em- 
pire, aligning thofe Employments only to 
Men whofe Integrity and Virtue were well 
known to him. 

Vox.L B ..... "M 



It happened, that the Government of In- 
foucky a rich and populous City, became va- 
cant, which the Emperor refplved tobeftow 
upon one of his Officers, named Juri/ie* a 
Man whpfe Fidelity he had often experienced, 
-having been feveral Years near his Perfon, and, 
during that Time, had behaved with fo much 
Wifdom and Prudence, that he had conceived 
a great Efteem for him. 

Having taken this Refolution in Favour of 
yuri/ie^ he ordeied his Attendance one Day 
in % his Clofet, and fpoke to him as follows. 

'* Jurtfte 9 the good Opinion I have con^ 
ceived of you, from the Manner in which 
you have behaved yourfelf, fince you have 
been in my Service, has determined m&to be- 
ftow the Government of Infpruck upon you. 
I might give you many Directions for your 
Conduct in this high Employment, but I 
fhall confine them all to this one : Do Jus- 
tice to all Perfons without any Diftindion ; 
let this be the Rule and Guide of all your 
AcYions. , Other Faults, which either through 
Negligence or Ignorance, you may hap- 
pen to commit, I poflibly may efccufc • 
. but anir A£ of Injuftice I . will never par- 
don., v Since it is not given to every. Man 
to be able to pra&ife all the Virtues, if you 
are confcious of any Defeft in your Tempef, 
which may incline you to ad with lefs Im- 
partiality than I require, do not accept of 
this Government, but continue here in my 
Court, where your Services are very agree- 
able to mc, and do not lay me under the 
Neceflity of doing what will be very pain- 
ful 
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Sbskefpear lUtipatcd. 3 

fill tb me} ^whJdi is the ptini&tng you feve- 
rely for any Aft againft Juftice s and there-. 
by acquitting what I myfelf owe to it." 

yurifte* who was greatly pleafed with the 
honourable Employment the Emperor had be- 
flowed upon him, thanked his Majefty for It 
with much Submiflion : " Doubt not, my gra- 
cious Lord, added he, but that I will moft 
exactly perform what you require, and bend 
my whole Thoughts towards the Prefervation 
of Juftice, and fo much the more will I make 
it my continual Study, as your Words have 
kindled a glorious Emulation in my Soul, to 
deferve, if poflible, not your Approbation only, 
but your Praifes." 

<c It is well, faid the Emperor, much pleafed 
with this Reply ; if your Adtons are as good 
as your Words I (hall indeed have great Caufe 
to praife you - y " then ordering the Letters Patent 
to be made out, he i n veiled Jurijie with full 
Authority in his Government, and fent him 
away immediately to take Pofleffion of it/ 

Jurifte) as foon as he arrived at Infpruck^ 
applied himfelf with great Diligence to the Ad- 
mi niftration of Juftice, not only in rewarding 
Virtue and punifliing Vice, but irt filling au 
the inferior Pofts and Offices with Men of ap- 
proved .Virtue and Wifdom; fo that W this 
Conduct he increafed the Emperor's Lfteem 
of him, and acquired the Love of all the In- 
habitants of Infptuck. ' ! 

' In the heighth of his Reputation for Wifdom 

and Juftice, it happened that a young Man, 

named Lodovico y a Citizen of tnfpruck, ra- 

B 2 vUhed 
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vilfceti a youh£ Maid of the fairte'Citv; tier 
Relations cbrripkitnJng-td JtiriJieoi\i\\s Injury, 
he ordered ■ Lvdtroic'o to t)e feteed, and carried 
to rrifon, who corifeffirig the Facl, was, ac- 
cording to a Law in force there, Condemned 
to lofe his rjtead. 

The unfortunate Youth had a Sifter, named 
Epitia, a Virgin of rnoft-exquifite Beauty arwi 
but juft entered into her fifteenth Year; Na- 
ture had not only been lavifli in the Graces fte 
bad befrpwed n her Form, but eridowed Her 
alfo with a moft excellent "Urjderftahding, 
which had been well improved by ,the Study 
ofPhilofbphy, her Father having fpared no 
£xpence jn the Education of his Children. , 

This Sentence gave great Affli&ion to £ r 
fhia y who loved her Brother with the tnoft 
tender Affe&ion j reflecting however, that her 
Sorrow was W no Ufe to her Brother, &e re- 
ftrairjed her Tears, and took a Refolution to 
afxerapt fomething to deliver hirn. 

For this Ptfrpofe ihe fent to intreat an Au- 
dience of the Governor, which being granted, 
ftfe appeared befdre'him, and thrdwirig herfelf 
at his Feet, thus fyoke to hirh. 

u I corrie, my Lord, to implore your Com- 
psiflipn for iny Brother, fny only Brother^ 
Who, though he has indeed incurred the 
Sentence of the Law, yet, through your 
milder Juftice, witt, I hope; find it miti- 
gated : Refleft, my Lord, I befeech yoiij 
oh his early Youth, % his Inexperience in 
Life, and the Force of that unhappy r^af- 
fiofi, Which caufed his Grime; refieft alfo 
that his Crime, though great, is v not a com- 

J ' - w plicated 
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pTicateJ one ; the Honour of no Hufband has 
been injured by it; the violated Virgin h 
die only Perfon who has been wronged; and 
her Wrong my Brother is willing to repair* 
fcy making 4 her his Wife. I know the Law* 
ordains,* that the Raviftier, although willing 
to marry fhe injured Maid, fhall never- 
thelefs me for the Offence he has commit- 
ted'; ye$ I cannot think, my Lord, that the 
Makers of this hard Law deigned it to be 
fulfilled in the very Letter of it ; Juftice over- 
ftrained is no longer Juftice but Cruelty ; t;he 
Boundaries of Right and Wrong are fo near, 
that whoever reaches the Extremity of th6 
one, is in Danger of invading the Borders 
of the other; if the Exceft of Virtue be 
Vice, tKe Escefs of juftice is Cruelty! 
Mercy is as much the Attribute of Hea-i 
veji as Juftice: Here then I j)efeech youj 
let them be united; punifh my Brother for 
his Offence, but let that Punifhment feB 
ftbrt of Death, and do not let loofe upon 
JihjnVsjI^ "tfcfc Rigour of a, Law, that was; 
perhaps, rather made to ihfpire Terror, than 
to be.exa&ly executed ; let your Wifdom cor* 
reel it's; Severity j you' whofe delegated Power 
is bur living Law > and punilh not by Death 
a Crrrnei which may te better repaired by 
Life'*- ; * 

The beautiful Epitia ended here ; and thofe 
Tears which, while fhe was fpeaking, fhe had 
with Difficulty reftrained, now falling faft 
down her fair Face, Sorrow gave fo languifh- 
ing a Sweetneft to her Countenance, that Ju- 
rifte flood like ope entranced, his Ears eagerly 
B 3 , taking 
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taking in the Mufic of her Accents, while his 
Eyes wandered o'er all the enchanting Beauties 
of her Form ; and that he might the longer in- 
dulge the Pleafure he felt in hearing and feeing 
her, he obliged her to repeat her forrner Argu- 
ments in her Brother's Favour. Epitia drawinga 
good Omen from this Willingnefs in the Go- 
vernor to hear her Pleas, added many other 
Perfuafions to thofe {he had already ufed to pro- 
cure her Brother's Pardon, the Hope me bc- 
" gan to entertain giving new Grace and Vigour 
Co her Words. . 

JuriJ?e> wholly fubdued by the Charms $f 
her Perfon, and the -uncommon Strength of 
her Understanding,, in a Youth fo blooming, 
refolved, if poflible, to win her to his Defiresj 
and commit the fame Fault with her, to 
Vhich he had condemned her Brother to die* 
After paufing a little, as if reflecting upon 
whatfhe had laid, Epitia^ faid he, your Ar- 
guments have 4b far prevailed upon me, that, 
whereas your Brother, according to the Sen- 
tence of the Law, was to lofe nis Head to- 
morrow, I will defer his Execution till I have 
well confidered what you have urged on his 
Behalf ; and if I find your Reafons convincing, 
I will pardon him ; and fo much the more 
willingly will I d<x k, as I fhould have been 
affiicleii to have punifhed him with that.Rigour 
the Law requires. Epitia , full of the pleating 
Hope thefe Words inipired, thanked him with 
' much Submiffion, telling him, (he hoped to 
< find him no lefe merciful in giving her Brdr 
ther Pardon, than he had been kind in poflk 
poning the Execution of the Sentence; anw 

addeA 
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added, that fhe was perfuaded, if he would 
eonfider what {he had (aid, he would find Rea- 
fons fufficient to induce him to fet her Bro- 
ther at Liberty. Jwriflt replied, he would 
full/ eonfider of it, and would not fail to 
comply with her Solicitations, provided he 
could do it without offending Juftice. 

Epttiay greatly pleafed with her Succcfe, 
took Leave of the Governor, and went to the 
Prifoh to vifit her Brother, to whom ihe rcla^ 
ted all that had paffed between Jurifte and her, 
and allured him (he did not doubt but (he 
fhould obtain his Pardon. 
_. The unhappy- Youth received this News 
with Tranlport, and earneftly begged his Sif- 
ter to renew her Vifit to the Governor, as 
foon as poffible, to know his Refolutioo, which 
ihe promifing, they parted, each full of the 
r . mod pleafirig Expectations. 

At the End of threfc Days fhe returned to 
yurijlty and with a graceful Sweetnefs, de- 
manded to know what he had refolvedconcern- 
ing her Brother. This fecond Sight of the 
charming Maid added Fuel to the unlawful 
.Flames of Juri/li) who, after gazing on her 
paifionately for fome Moments* took her , 
JHand, and thus replied. 
- Lovely Epitia, I have not failed to eonfider 
all the Arguments you ufed in your Brother's 
]Tavour» and have alfo diligently fought for 
others, to enforce them, that I might be able 
, to comply with your Requeft, but I find all 
are inefficient, and your Brother is con- 
demned, not only by a particular, but a Mni- 
Liverfal Law, fince he knowingly and wilfully 



committed a Crime, the Puniftthent of Wfcic% 
he knew to bq Death ; his Guilt therefore' ad^ 
mite' of no Extenuation 5 and notwithftanding 
the earncft Defire I have to pleafe you, I muff 
deliver brtn up to the Rigour of that Law he 
has offended '.There is indeed one Way, and 
but one Way, by which you may fave your 
Brother > I rove you, charming Epijia, give 
me Pofleflion of yourPerfun^andl will change 
your Brother's Sentence to a Punifbment lefs 
than Death; if you love him you will not 
fciuple to make this frnaU Sacrifice to fave his 
Life, which I am *e£>lved not to fpare on any 
other Terms. 

The fair Face of Efitia, which, at the Be- 
ginning of this Speech, had been overfpread 
with a languid Palenefs, glowed with a rofV 
Blufh at the infamous Conclufion ; her Eye|, 
which had been filled with Tears, now darted 
forth Rays of mingled Rage and Difdaih, and 
that fweet Voice, that before only uitere4 trie 
mod perfbaftve Accent*, was now changed to a 
feveje arid haughty Tone. 

" My Brother's Life ? faid fhe, with a hoWe 
Fierceaeft, is indeed very dear to me, but my 
Honour is far dearer; my Life I would wtf. 
iingly Jofe to lave his, but I will not preferve 
him with the Lofs of my Honour ; quit then 
thefe unworthy Thoughts, and if vou cari 
pardon my Brother, make that Benefit fuch a 
Gift, as you without Dishonour may beftow, 
and I without Infamy receive.'* 

<c I have already told you, replied Juri/ie^ 
the Terms upon which I will confent tp re* 
leafe your Brother, nor ought you to think! 

them! 




^JTOtyttjfp $arme# ynth your generous <-om- 
pliViicei that X may afterwards rpake you 'my 

wirV' .: . ' "' '".,,; 

N , «« This improbable Hope,replied Efttia^tti^i 
not delude me, I will not even bring my flo- 
flpjL^f into ganger." " %yhy fliould you fo in- 
iurioufly doubt the Efficacy of you* qwji 
.P^ojs? replied juri/ft; tl?eie ip nothing 
{Ogre ljjfdy tfyaji tha; I (ball marry you; gjd 
then, and corjgder of iny ProppfaL and' tg- 
#aonrp^ ]Lw$ e ^p^ y°4* r An,fw;er, 
. _ : > c T^e^e i£ np l^e^ty. to cpn&Jer )|p~ 
pn \yhat I have already jefolved, £id £^/- 
j^ijJL wiii.vnexfir be your's on thpfe jbafe 
Tgrms ; but if you fet the Liberty pf my Bro- 
ker at this Price of takjng ypu, (pr a Hufbanijf, 
I will marry you on Conditiori thW you release 
fcicn immediately ." 

" I advife ypu, replied Jurlfl^ to re0ejk 
.lyejl pn my £rft Propp&l j it is in npty Ppw^r 
Bot p^xly to give your Brother PajdPH, bu,t to 
be ferviceabJe alfo to all your Frlqndsarid Re- 
Ja^ions in. this Country ; my ^ ill h^re is the 
Layvj and provided you cpnfent; to my Pe- 
fires,you fball command me in aH T^lings. ,, 

Spying this, Jie left her ; and fyitfa finding 
tj^erp iyas nottyr^g mpi;e to be ,^pej#$d from 
Mw, . iPppreffied with iniqpr^eivab^ Anguifh, 
,yt$t$ tp wc Pri;f6n, and jej^tejcl tp her I}rot;her 
3JI (bat Jh^paft l^£ge_eft }#x ai$ the G^yerinor ; 
then melting into1£ears, {he canTijrecj him to 
fuhrnit patye&tly tp an Evil, v$ncn his own ill 
fortune, #r a &d NeceiEty, h#4 ^OMght.up^n 
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The unhappv Youth burft into a violent 
Paffion of Grief at this cruel and unexpected 
News, and not able to bear the Terrors of 
approaching Death, with the moft ardent Sup- 
plications, he begged his Sifter not to leave 
him in that Extremity. 

c< Can you, my Epitia^ faid he* the Tears 
fail ftreaming down his pale Cheeks as he 
fpoke, can you endure to have your Brother* 
mangled by the Hands of a bafe Executioner, 
dragged to a painful Death at thefe early Years, 
divided from you for ever ; him who lay in 
the fame Womb with you, whom the fame 
Father begot, bred up in Infancy together, the 
Partaker of all your childifh Sports, and in 
riper Years the Companion of your Studies ? 
Oh my Sifter ! are thefe foft Ties fo loofened ? 
Does Nature fpeak fo faintly in you, that you 
can abandon me to a fhameful Death ? I have 
erred I confefs ; you by your fuperior Wifdom 
may correct my Errors y but do not. Oh do 
not deny me your Af&ftance in this fad Ex- 
tremity ; has not Jurijle told you, that he 
may poffibly make you his Wife ; and why 
fhould you doubt but he will do fo ? Have you 
not Charms fufficient to engage his Heart to 
you for ever? Nature has made\your Perfon 
confummately beautiful, and blefled you with 
an Underftanding fuperior to all your Sex ; 
every female Grace is yours, and every mafcu- 
line Virtue, tempered with a Sweetnefs which 
gives you irreftible Attractions. Thus a - 
domed, can you, ought you to fear Jurifte 
will not marry you ? you, whom the Emperor 
of the World might be. proud to call Wife.- — 
.1 * ■ " Oh, 
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Ohj n*y dear Sifter, comply with his Projiofal ; 
and fince you have a reafonable Hope of having 
your Honour repaired by Marriage, do not, I 
conjure you, caft away the Life of your fa- 
ther.'? 

The miferable Youth, ending with a «iew 
<3uth of Tears, caft his Arms round the Neck 
bf his weeping Sifter, and holding her fair, 
folded to his fobbing Bofom, would not part 
from her, till, vanquifhed by his Tears and 
her own Affection, which pleaded too ftrong- 
ly for him, (he promifed to eonfent to what 
J ur \ft* required, on Condition, that he mar- 
ried her afterwards, and gave him a free 
Pardon. 

This being concluded on, fhe left her Bro- 
ther, tafting, by Anticipation, the Joy of re- 
covered Life ; and returning the next Day to 
Jurifte, with do wncaft Looks and fault ering 
Accents, (he told him, that the Defire of de- 
livering her Brother, and the Hope which he 
had given her of making her his Wife, had 
induced her to eonfent to his Defires ; but (he 
required a free Pardon for her Brother j that 
he fhould not only have his Life, but an Ex- 
emption from any other Punifhment which he 
had incurred by his Offence. 

Jurijie y who Aow thought himfelf the hap- 
piest Man in the World, fince he had gained the 
moft lovely and amiable Woman in it to his 
Will, replied, * that he confirmed the Hope 
he had formerly given her to marry her, and 
that if fhe would pafs that Night with bim, 
her Brother fhould be fent home to her in the 
Morning." 
*'■ ' ^ B 6 Emilia > '- i 
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v 'fyitfa, Telu&aptJy cpnftnt&g,?a$ ibbriJp 
the Morning dawned, impatient to fee her 
Brother at 'Liberty, <ji fengaged herfetffrom 
his Arms, and reminding htm of his Promife 
to marry, her, demanded the Liberty pf her 
Brother. 

Jurijh told her, fee had obliged him & 
muchhy her k*n<} Compliance, and his Gfa- 
tiuide for it was fo great, that he would rc- 
kafeher Brother immediately, ^nd fei?t Or- 
ders for the Jailer to attend him, whom, in 
the Prefence of Epitia, he commanded to fend 
the Brother of that Lady to her Houfe. 

The Jailer departing, Epitia took Leave of . 
the Governor, eager to embrace her rjeioveo* 
Brother, $n,d cQngratuJate Jiim upon the Free- 
dom fhe had obtained for him, and returning 
home, waited for bis Arrival with ? pleafing 
Impatience. 

At length the Jarler appeared, followed by 
two Men, wbo carried a Bier covered witfc " 
jblack Cloth, Whrcji the Jailer taking off, dif- 
cpvered the Corpfe of the unhappy Youth t 
who had been executed that Morning. 

No Language can exprefs, nor Imagination 
conceive, the Aftonifhrhent, Grief and Hor- 
ror which filled the whole Soul of Epitia at 
that cruel. Sight ; motionlefs. like a Statue fhe 
ilood at the Side of the Bier, her Eyes fiimly 
Sxed on the fiirl bleeding Trunk, and thougfr 
her Heart was* torn with the moft agonising 
Grief, yet not a Tear or Sigh efcaped4ier. 

After gazing thus for fome Moments, fhe 
raifed her Head, and turning to the Jailer 
with dry Eyes anicompofed Voice* "Friend, 

fkid 



;faid (Be, tell thy Lord and mine, thatfu<bh r as 
-lie has been' pleafed to fend my Brother, I have 
received him j and that though he has not 
gratified my Will, yet I am contented, finte 
• he has iatished his own ; thus his Will is mine, 
and I acquiefce in the Juftice of the Deed He 
has performed : Tell him affo that for the fu- 
ture I fhall be alwaya ready to devote my felf 
to his Pleafure/* 

The Jailer returning to Jvrijle* recounted 
all thatEpitia had faid; adding, that fhe dis- 
covered no Sign of DHcontent at the horrid 
Prefent he brought her. 

Jurifti rejoiced extremely at this News, 
fuppofing Epitfa would give him the peaceable 
Pofleffion of her Perfon without claiming the 
Performance of his Promife to marry her, 
;fince flie had not refented the Death of her 
Brother. 

Bat that unhappy Maid, whofe Thoughts 
Were wholly divided between Grief and the 
Defire of Revenge, no fooner found herfelf a- 
,lonc, than falling in an Extafy of Sorrow oh 
the dead Body of her beloved Brother, (he 
fhed a River of Tears upon it, and clofely em- 
bracing it in her Arms, a Thoufand Times 
<fhe curfed die Cruelty of Jurifte y and her own 
weak Simplicity, that e'er (he refigned her 
Honour, foe did not oblige him to pay the 
Price of it by delivering her Brother. — Now 
ikrieking aloud, aud wildly beating her fair 
Bofom, that heaved with unutterable Anguifli, 
flie contemplated the bleeding Coarfe again, 
i*nd rouxed by that fad Spectacle— " Wilt 
thou, then Epitia, faid fhe, wilt thou fuffer this 
. Traitor, 
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Traitor, this Barbarian, to triumph in the 
Spoils of thy ruined Honour, and the Murder 
of thy unhappy Brother. — Shall the complica- 
ted Villain live to boaft of the Deceit he has 
pradlifed on thee — Ah no, Epitia y fince thy 
Simplicity opened the Way to this Deceiver 
to accomplifh his infamous Defigns, let his 
guilty Pafllon afford thee the Means of Re- 
venge. It is true, my deareft Brother, added 
{he, addreffing herfelf with a new Flood of 
Tears to the pale Coarfe, the Death of thy 
inhuman Murderer will not reftore thee to 
Life, but at leaft it will be fome Alleviation 'of 
my Grief, that I did not leave thy Death un- 
revenged. 

Fixing then upon this Thought, and not 
doubting hvxjurifte would fhortly fend to her, 
to pafs another Night with him, (he refolved 
to comply, and with a Dagger, that (he would 
take fecretly along with her, murder him when 
he was afleep ; and if, without Fear of being 
difcovered, (he could do it, to cut off his 
Head, and carrying it to the Tomb of her Bro- 
ther, there offer it to his Ghoft. 
^ This being refolved upon, (he expected a 
Meflage from him with much Impatience; 
but during that Interval, reflecting more ma- 
turely upon her Scheme, ihe thought it better 
to truft the Revenge of her Wrongs to the 
known Juftice of the Emperor, than fuffer a 
fecond Violation, and hazard likewife the Suc- 
cefs of her Enterprize by undertaking it her- 
felf. 

Being informed that the Emperor was at 
'Fillac?) (he went thither in a mourning Habit, 

and 
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and haying eafily procured an Audience of 
him? & e threw herfelr" at his Fept all ta 
Tears, " Moft facred Sir, fatd (he, the bafe 
Ingratitude, and unequaled Cruelty the Go- 
vernor of Infpruck has ufed towards me, 
has brought me hither to implore yoiir 
Juftice" — «pThen bending her Eyes to the 
Qround, her fair Face being dyed widi 
'Blufnes, (he told the Emperor, " that, her 
Brother having been condemned to die; to 
fave his Life, ihe had confented to the loofe 
jDefires of Jurijle, who had made her Comf- 

Eliance the only Condition of his Pardorr; 
qt that after he had robbed her of her Honour, 
inftead of repairing it, as he had promifed by 
Marriage, or freeing her Brother, which he 
had fworn to do, he fent his dead Body to 
her the next Morning." 

Epitia could not recal this mournful Image 
.to her Mind, without relapfmg into fo vio- 
lent an Agony of Grief, that the Emperor, 
and the Lords who were about him, were at 
once ftruck with Aftonifljment, Horror and 
Companion. 

Maximine, though he was greatly moved, 
having given one Ear to Epitia 9 referved the 
other for Jurifle^ and railing the fair Mourn- 
er from the Ground; he difmifa'd her to re- 
pofe, and fent immediate Orders to JuriJIe^ 
to appear before him, charging his Meflenger, 
and all who had heard Epitia's Complaint, 
upon pain of his DHpleafure, not to give any 
intimation of it to jurifte. 

The cruel Governor, who had not the. Jeaft 
Sufpicion of what had happened, obeyed the 
\ Empc- 
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Emperor's Commands, with gf eat Cboarf^I/ 
Deis, and prefenting himfelf before him, with 
all the AffuraiKe of confcious Innocence i de- 
fined to know his facred Pleaftire. 

You Aiall be- informed of it immediately, 
faid the Emperor* then turning to forn& of his 
Attendants, Jie ordered them to bring Bpitiu 
into his Prefence. 

yurtftt when be beheld the unhappy Lady, 
whom he had fo cruelly injured, now fubdued 
for the firft Time by the Stings of Confc*- 
enee, bis vital Spirits alrnoft forfoojc bjn? 9 an 
aihy Palenefs over/oread his Face, and an uni- 
ver&l trembling feized his whole Body. 

The Emperor, who beheld thefe Signs of 
Guilt, no longer doubted, but that all Qpitia 
had faid was true, and beholding him with a 
furious Look; " Liften, faid he, to the Com,- 
plaint this Lady has to make againftyou ;'' 
and then commanded Epitia to relate her 
Story. 

She accordingly obeyed, and recounted all 
the Particulars of Jurifte's fiafenefs and Ingra- 
titude to her, and concluding with Tears, | 
demanded Juftice of the Emperor. 

Jurijiehzznng this Accufation, approached i 
Epitia* and thinking to footh her faid, " Cou^d | 
I ever have believed Epitia, that you whom It 
have fo much loved, would corpe hither m 
accufe me to the Emperor". 

Maximine^ho would not fufler him to 
,any of his Arts to foften the injur'd Maid 
interrupted him fternly. **• This is no Tiq 
for you to play the^ajftonate Lover, (aid 
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vrhW." 

^Jurijfe finding that his Blandishments 
would be of no iffe to him, left Epitia, and 
replied, u 'Tis true, my Lord,! condemned the 
Brother of this Lady to lofe his Head*, for 
having forcibly violated the Chaftity of a 
Virgin; this being the Punifhment the Law 
bad provided for his Crime ; and in caufing the 
Sentence to be executed upon him, I only 
obeyed your Majefty's Commands, who above 
$\\ Things recommended to me, the ftriS Ad^ 
miniftration of Juftfce, which mufthave been 
injured, had I fufferM him to remain alive." 

' "'Since the Prefervation of Juftice, wasthe 
Motive of your Adrons, replied Epttia, why 
did you violate it, by promihng to grant my 

Prother his Pardon, and by means of that 
romife, which you did not perform, and the 
Hbpc you had given me of taking me for your 
Wife, which you have neglected to fulfil, 
'fob nieof my Honour; if rriy Brother for a 
final! Crime "merited all tl*e Severity of tlje 
Law, furely you deferve it, whofe Guilt is 
much greater than his was. M 

Juriftt h^yirtf; nothing to fay, iitexcufe of 
fnmfelf, continued filent— " And is it thus 
ihen, faid the Emperor to Jurifte, that thou 
<tofbadmjrirfter Juftice? but never more fhall it 
be in thy Power to aft fuch Villanies, nor fhajt 
thou efcripe unpunished, depend upon it." 

yurtfte now began to implore Mercy, 
Vhde Epitia on the other Hand, loudly de- 
manded Juftice — The Emperor, who had wdl 
confidered the Simplicity of Epitia, and the 

great 
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treat Wickednefs. of Juri/it, caft < in his 
tfind, how he might repair her Honour* and 
yet do Juftice on the Governor, and after 
tome Paufe, he declared his Intention of oblig- 
ing 7"ri/2e to marry her. 

The Lady however refufed to confent to if* 
faying, " fhe could not think of becoming die • 
Wife of a Man, who had murdere d her Brother, 
and betrayed her ;" but the Emperor would be 
obeyed, and they weie immediately married.. 

jurtfle now thought he had no more to feat, 
when the Emperor, permitting Epitia to re- 
tire to her Lodgings, turned towards Jurtftty 
who ftill remained in his Prefence, and faid* 
" Two Crimes haft thou committed, each of 
which deferves a moft rigorous Punifhment. 
Fir ft, by a moft deteftable Artifice violating 
the Chaftity of an unhappy Girl, and Second- 
ly, breaking the Faith, thou hadft given her, 
by putting her Brother to death. For the 
firft Injury I have provided forte Recompence 
by making thee marry the deceived Lady, and 
for the Second, I condemn thee to lofe thy 
Head, as thou madeft her Brother to lofe 
his." 

The Horror of Juri/lc at this unexpected 
Sentence may be eafier imagined, than de- 
fcribed j it was in vain for hitn to fue for 
Mercy, the Emperor was determined, and 
he was led away to Prifon, in order to be 
executed the next Morning. 

Jurifiej no longer hoping for Pardon, dif- 
pofed himfelfto meet patiently the Death he 
had fo well deferved ; when Epitia, being in- 
formed of the Sentence that had been paft up- 

on 
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on him, haftened to Court* and intreating 
another Audience of the Emperor ; as foon as 
fhe was admitted to his Prefence, throwing 
herfelf at his Feet, (he faid, " Moft facrcd Sir, 
the Cruelty and I njuft ice Jurifte ufed towards 
me, moved me to come to your Majefty, and 
impjore Juflice for the double Wrong I receiv- 
ed from him, which you have moft gracioufly 
granted ; my violated Chaftity you have re- 
paired by obliging him to marry me, and for 
my Broth r's Death, contrary to his folemn 
Promife, you have condemned him to die. As 
a violated Maid, as an injured Sifter, I then 
demanded Juftice on him, but as his Wife I 
now implore Mercy. Confider, i acred Sir, 
this new Obligation was impofed on me, by 
you; his Death was before due to my Wrongs, 
his Life is now become my Care, through 
the Engagements you have made me enter 
into with him. , To repair my Honour you 
gave himta time for a Hufband ; if he dies by 
my Accufotion, your Majefty's moft generous 
Intentions will not avail me, fince the World 
will brand my Name with Infamy and Cru- 
elty ! Oh ! let not the Sword of Juftice, thus 
miferaWy cut -the Knot you have fo lately 
tied ; grant my Hufband's Life to my Prayers; 
let your Clemency equal your Juftice, and 
'in the ; Ufe of both be like* the Immortals 
themfelves." , 

Epltia ended here, and the Emperor, feiz'd 

with Aftoniihment and Admiration at the 

- Greatnefs of her Mind, thought he could do 

no. lefs than grant the Demand (he fo genc- 

" roufly made, and lending immediately* for 



Jurtfiejht faid," Wickedly as thou haft aflaj 
towards this Lady, yet fuch is her Generofity 
and unequalled Goodnefs, that fhe hasfolicite^ 
no lefs ardently for thy Pardon than if thou 
hadft never offended her; I give thee Life 
then ; but know thou owed that Life to her &f e- 
diation; and if (he is willing, fince I have 
rhade thee her Hufband, to live with thee as 
fuch, I confent it fhould be fo ; but take care 
to treat her with the utmoft Tender nefs ; v for if 
I ever hear that thou doft otherwife, thou 
ftalt feel the fevereft Effedts of. my Dif- 
pleafare." 

The Emperor, in finifliing thefe Word^ 
took Epittcts Hand and gave it to juryn& 
who, with his Wife, railing at Maximnti 
Feet, gave him Thanks for the great' Good-. 
nefs he had (hewn them ; and Jurtfte reiflecl*. 
ing on the unmerited Kindnefs and Generofi- 
ty of Epjtia, ever loved her with the riioft ar- 4 
dent AffedMoB,- and lived happily with her;t4" 
the End of his Days. 
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From the fbfegoing Story of Jurifte and Epitia, 
S&akefp*ar took the Plot of Meafure for 
Meafure. The Incidents in the Novel are 
fiwet, and lefs complex than in the Play, but 
the Suhjecl in both is the fame. 

The table ef Measure for Measure* 

ffi$£E$tl0 9 fiuke of Vienna, being 
™' 'refolved to have fome fevere Edi&s re* 
vive<J,- which had lain dormant during a great 
Number of Years, declares his Intention of 
leaving his Dominions for fome Time ; and 
makes jfngelo,z Nobleman of fevere Life, and 
auilere Manners, his Deputy in his Abfence* 
~The Duke, inftead of leaving Vienna, pri- 
vately repaires to aConvent; and there difclofe- 
$ng his Defignof fpying into the A&ionsof the 
Deputy and reopleto a Friar, he engages him to 
procure a Habit of the Order for hjs Difguife, 
and inftruA him, as he phrafes it, How be may 
formally in Perfon bear like a true Prior. 

Angelo begins his Administration by caufing 
Claudia, a young Gentleman, who had de- 
luded a Virgin, to be arretted on an old A&, 
by which it was provided, that the Man who 
committed fuch a Crime fhould die ; and ac- 
cordingly he figns a Warrant for his Execu- 
tion* . 
* v <' : ' 2 Efcalus, 
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Bfcalusj an old Lord, very much beiaHA 
by the Duke, arid who had been deputed $y 
him to bear a fubordinate Part in the Admr- 
riiftration, endeavours to prevail with Arfgeh to 
foften the Severity oF this Sentence, but in 
vain, * „ 

The Sifter of Claudto^ a beautiful yourig 
Virgin, and a Novice in the Convent of 
St. Clair* folicits Angela for her Brother's Par- 
don ; he denies her ; but afterwards being 
enamoured of her Beauty, promifes to grant 
her Requeft* upon Condition, fhe gives him 
Poffeflion of her Perfon. « 

Ifabella with great Difdain, refufes to pur- 
chafe her Brother's Life upon thefe fharrtefifl 
Terms ; goes to the Prifon and acquaints 
Claudio with her ill Succefs; the Youth, fond 
of Life, intreats her to fave him, and comply 
with the Deputy's Requeft : She, after re- 
proaching him feverely for his Bafenefs, quits 
him in great Rage. 

The Duke, who, in theDifguife of a Friar, 
was come to vifit arid exhort the Prifoners, 
having overheard all that had palled between 
Ifabella and her Brother, intreats fome private 
Difcourfe with her ; (he confents ; and he in- 
forms her, that Angelo y fome Years before, 
had been contracted in Marriage to a yourig 
Lady^ named Mariana^ whom he forfook be- 
caufe her Fortune was loft at Sea ; ahd to co- 
lour his Perfidy, gave out, that he left her on 
Account of her Unchaftity ; he then advifes 
her, in order to fave her Brother's Life, to go 
to the Deputy, and tell him that fhe will con- 
tent to the Conditions he had propofed to ber ; 

and 
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^djQ the mean Time he would prevail upon 
jdananay who ftill loved Angeloy fecretly to 
fupply her Place, by which Means her Bro- 
ther's Pardon would be obtained, without the 
Lofe of her Honour. 

This Contrivance is put in Execution ; bu$ 
Angelo^ notwithftanding his Promife to the 
contrary, fends a new Order to the Provoft of 
the City for the Execution of Claudio> and 
commands him to bring him his Head. 
v The Duke, wholly taken up with the Af- 
fairs of the Prifon, i* foon informed of this un- 
expected Event ; he prevails with the Provoft 
to delay the Execution of Claudio, and to de- 
ceive the Deputy, by cutting off the Head of 
a Pirate who died in the Priibn, and prefent- 
ing it to him for ClaudiVs. 

Ifabella coming to the Prifon, to know if 
her Brother's Pardon had been fent, is told by 
the difguifed Duke, that he was executed early 
that Morning, purfuant to a new Order from 
jfngelo. 

Ifabella raves and threatens ; the counterfeit 
F-riar advifes her to complain of Angelo to the 
Duke, who was that Day expected to return 
to Vienna. 

The Duke then, fhifting his Drefs, enters 
the City, attended by Angelo and Efcalus^ y/hom 
he had commanded to meet him ; Ifabella fal- 
ling on her Knees, demands Juftice on An- 
geloj for having deluded her of her Honour, 
under Pretence of faving her Brother's Life, 
and afterwards caufing him to be executed. 

The Friar, who was in the Secret, de- 
clares, Ifabella fpoke an Untruth, for that (he 
was abfolutely unviolated by Angelo. 

Mariana 



Mariana is then introduced, who, in a** 
enigmatical Manner, declares herfelf to haver 
been the Perfon who fuppjied lfabtUa\ Place 
with Angelo^ and claims him for her Hufocnd. 
Angelo denies all. 

The Duke then flipping away, refurftes the 
Habit of a Friar, and, after fome Reflexions 
on the Government, he is ordered by the De- 
puty to be carried to Prifon, and being feized 
by a wild young Fellow, his Hood falls off* 
and be is difcovered to be the Duke. 

Angela hereupon confefles his Crimea the 
Duke orders him to marry Mariana immediate- 
ly, which being done, he condemns him to 
Death. At the Interceffiori of Mariana and 
Jfabellaht is pardoned ; and the Duke, charmed 
with the Virtue and Beauty of ljabtlla^ offers 
himfelf to her for a Hufband. 

The reft is all Epifode, made up of the ex-, 
travagant Behaviour of a wild Rake, the Blun- 
ders of a drunken Clown, and the Abfurdi- 
ties ef an ignorant ConftabJe. 

There are a greater Diverfity of Chara&ers, 
and more Intrigues in the Fable of the Play, 
than the Novel ofCinibio $ yet I think, whtre* 
ever Sbakefpear has invented, he is greatly be- 
low the Novelift $ fince the Incidents he has 
added, are neither neceflary nor probable. 

The Stofy of Juri/le and Ephia* of itfelf, 
afforded a very a'ftec'ting Fable for a Play j it 
is only faulty in the Cataftrophe. The Reader, 
Who cannot but be extremely enraged at th< 
Deceit and Cruelty of Jurijfe, and very de- 
firous of his meeting with a Punishment due to 
his Crime, is greatly disappointed, to find him 

in 
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%a> the Endy not only pardoned, but madetep- 
py in the Pofleffion of the beautiful Epitia. . 

Shakefpearf though he has altered and ad- 
ded si good deal, yet has, not mended the M% 
ral ; for he alio {hews Vice not only pardoned* 
but left in Tranquility. 
, The cruel, the vicious and hypocritical An* 
gekj marrtesatfair and virtuous Wompn, wha 
tenderly loved him, and is reftored to the Fa** 
your pf his Prince, . 

. , I faid before, that the Story of y^rifie and 
Epitia afforded an affecting Subject for a Play $ . 
and it is to be wilbed, fmce Shake/pear thought 
proper to found one upon it, that he had left 
the Fable iim pie and entire as it was, without 
loading it with ufelefs Incidents, unneceiTary 
Characters, and abfurd and improbable In- 
trigue. 

Thus it would have flood by keeping clofe , 
to the Novelift: A young Gentleman, van- 
guifbed by the Force of a too violent Paffion, 
ravifhes a Virgin, whom he is afterwards 
willing, to marry* but is feiz'd and condemn'd 
to die fox his Crime; his Sifter a beautiful 
Maid, who tenderly loves the unfortunate 
Youth, folicits the rigid Governor for his 
Pardon, which he r efufes, unlefs ihe facrifices 
her Honour to him. 1 he Lady rejects his Pro- 
pofal witrtDifdain, but fubdued by the affe£t- 
ing Tears and Prayers of a Brother, whofe Life 
is dearer to her than her own, (lie reluct- 
antly confents to^the Governor's Propofal, on 
Condition, that he fhould give her Boither 
a free Pardon, and repair her Honour hereaf- 
ter by Marriage. 

C • TV* 



* : The Governor bind* himfetf iff <&&V? to 
perfottn both theftf Conditions; which Oatte 
he breaks ; after the unfortunate Lady had»paitt 
the Price of trfcm, and fertds an immediate 
Order fdr her Brother's Execution. ' ' 

The Lady in the violence of her Grief and 
Rage, refolves to murder him with'htr oWri 
Hands, but refle&ihg that fhe could- not take 
this Revenge on him,withoat fubje&ing herfelf 
toafecond Violation, fhe complains of he^ 
/ Wrongs to her Sovereign, and demands Ju- 
ftice on the impious Perpetrator of them. 

The Emperor in order to repair her Honour, 
obliges the perfidious Governor to marry her, 
and then commands him to be led to Exe- 
cution, which fhe by an exalted Piece of 
Generofity oppofes, and as his Wife kneels 
and folicits ardently for his Pardon 5 which 
the Emperor at laft grants. 

Here the Novelift fhould be dropt, and the 
Cataftrophe, according to poetical Juftice, 
might be thus wound up. ' 

The Lady having performed her Duty, in 
fitving the Life of a M^n, who, however un- 
worthy, was frill her Hufband, fhould de- 
vote herfelf to a Cloifter, for the remainder 
of her Life; and the wretched Juriftty de- 
prived of his Dignity, in Difgrace with his 
Prince, and the Objeft of Univerfal Contempt 
and Hatred, to compleat his Miferies, he 
fhould feel all his former Violence of Paffion 
for Efitia renewed, and falling into an £xcefs 
of Grief, for her Lofs, (fince the Practice is 
allowed by Chriftian Authors) ftab himfelf in 
De pair. 

The 
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4' Variety: bf Incidents, aa with Propriety ciwt 
WimrooSKed in a Pkty, and thofe Incidents 
naturaHy rHIng oot of one anettor, and all dew 
pendant on the principal Sfcbjdift of the Dflt-* 
In* ifonrts thfct Unky of Attion* which Wkj 
I^ws t>f ^ CrmcHhi requif cj : • ■ * '■ 

^TMa Fable ah%, would not be deftitate of 
* Moral, which *& Shttkefpear has managed it* 
is wholly wanting. The fatal Confequcnce of 
an*irregular Paffion in {jkttttit; the Danger of 
endeavouring to procure Good l>y mdire6fc 
Means iti- Ifabella^ and the Puniflmient of 
lawlefs Tyranny in the Governor, convey 
Inftruftion equally useful and juffc. 

Since the Fable in Ciritbio is So much bet* 
ter contrived than that of Meafure for Mea- 
Jure 7 on which it is founded* the Poet fore 
cannot be defended, for having altered it fo 
much for the worfe; and it would be bat a 
poot Excufe, for his want of Judgment, to 
fay, that had he followed the Noyelift clbfer^ 
his Play would have been a Tragedy, and to 
make a Comedy, he was under a Neceffity of 
winding up the Cataftrophe as he has done. 

The comic Part of Meafure for Meafure 
is all Epifode, andhas no Dependance on the 
principal Subjedt, which even as Shakefpear 
has managed it, has none of the Requifites of 
Comedy, great «nd flagrant Grimes, fuch as 
thofe of Angelo^ in Meafure for Meafure^ are 
properly the Subject of Tragedy, the Defign 
of which is to (hew the fatal Confequences 
of thofe Crimes, and the Punifhment that 
never fails to attend them. The light Fol- 
C 2 lies 



lies of a Lucio % may be expofed, ridiculed and 
corrc&ed ii> Cpoiedy . .,, ,, y \, ^ VI r ,• 

That SAtfJj^w* jfi&fe a wrqj}g e Cilice of 
hit Sutjotf* hrcebe was refplved t^ Jpr^re it 
into a Comedy, appears by $e Jpw Con- 
trivance, abfurd Intrigue, and improbable In- 
cidents, he was obliged to introdwce^Jn order 
to bring about three or four Weddings^inr 
ftead ofone good Beheading, which was die 
Confequence naturally expected, 
. , ThfDuke, who it rauft.be confefs'd, has 
an excellent plotting Brain, gives it out {hat 
he is goiftg incog, to Pjlanh upon weighty 
Affairs 9^ State* and Aibftitutes Angel^ r ^ 
govern till >his Return; to Friar TfoW* 
his Confidant* however, he imparts his true 
Defign, which is, in his Aofence, ty h^ve 
feme Severe Laws revived, that had been; 
Jongdifufed: Methinks this Conduit, is verjr 
umvotthy of a good Prince y if he thought it ^ 
and neceflary to .revive thole Laws, why doe^ 
he commit that to another, which it was his. 
Duty to perform? t 

The Friar's Anfwer is very pertinent. ^ 

It refted in your Grace 
T f unloofe this tied-up Juftice when you 

pleas 'd , 
And it in you more dreadful would have leem'd 
Than in Lord Angela. 

The Duke replies, 

I do fear, too dreadful 

In 



In ihort, the poor Duke *k afraid -tii tfxei* 
fits tJtfia Authority* bjr%iifoiiC)Bg*th6fe Lsiwg r 
no^wrthftaQdirtghe thinks ihem abiolutiiy nc- 
eci6B^> v ftkid v ai^fefoi i e-as 'Be"iaj^s 9 " • - 

I'V*te on Angth Impofed the Office ; 
Whc* triaiy i h the Ambuih. of my Name ftrifce 
: home* 

* Hoivever, in FacS* ft is the Duke • who 
ftrikes in the Ambuih of AngM% Name ; for 
it U he who oufes Angdo to put thofe fevere 
Laws in Execution, While he (kulks in Corf- 
cealment to obferve how they are received ; if 
illy Angela muft ftand the Consequence ; if 

, wctt he wiH enjoy the Merit of it And in 

-jorder to difcovcr how Things are carried on 
in the Commonwealth, he makes the F.riar 
procure him a Habit of the Order, and thus 
dMguifed, where does he go: Why* to the 
common Jail, among tbe^ condemned Male- 

, razors* His Speculations are wholly confined 

. to itr^is Scene. 

Here* entirely taken up with the Affairs of 
the Prifonerst, his Highnefs ambles backwards 

. and forwards, from the Pnfon to Maria- 
nets Houfe, fetching and carrying MefTages, 
contriving how to «lude thofe very Laws he 
had been fo defirous of having executed ; cor- 
rupting one of the principal of his Magiftrates, 
and teaching him how to deceive his Delegate 
in Power. 

How comes it to pafs, that the Duke is fo 

- well acquainted with the Story of Mariana* 

. . C 3 to 
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to whom Angela was betrothed j but 'iteftdetfkaJ 
tjy him on Account* of the Loft of ' her ffot*. 
tune? She fpeaksof the Duke afe of a Perfoft 
file had been long acquainted with. 4 

Mariana. Here comes a Man of Comfort* 
' ■ whofe Advice* ' 
Hath' often ftilPd my brawling Difcontent. 

Yet this could only happen while he afiumed 
: the Character of a Friar, which war but for 
"two or three Days at irioft; he could not pof- 
fibly have been acquainted with her Stdry be- 
fore -> if he had, the Char a&er of Angela wouid 
have been alfo known to him ; and confe- 
*quentiy it was* unneceflkry to make him lis 
Deputy, m order to try him further,' which 
was one of his Reafons, as he tells Friar ¥ftfr- 
wasy fot concealing himfelf; ^ 

If it is granted, that the Duke could not know 
Mariana % Affair before his Diiguife; what 
Opportunities had he of learning it afterwards ? ' 
For, notwithftanding what Mariana fays, 
which intimates a long Acquaintance, it is 
certain it could have been but a very {hart one; 
fome extraordinary Accident therefore muft 
have brought her Story to his Knowledge, 
which we find was known to no one elfe ; 
for Angela** Reputation for San&ity was 
very high, and that could not have been, 
if his Wrongs to Mariana were publickly 
known. 

But why does not the Poet acquaint us with 
this extraordinary Accident, which happens fo 
conveniently for his Purpofe ? If he is account- 
able 



S^^^tjTiEyef,^ wtetijbe makfs MS fee, ^ 
H to^W^c^puateWe to our juqgmeut % 
iWl^^f >¥5>hW l^ive Us, believe, ? 4 But* in fltyjk 

1 without all this Jfin^bj)^. of Jiucv&£fi$aqe$«, the 
Comedy would have been a downright Tra- 
gedy f f?r. Claudio's Head muft have been cut 
off, if If<?Mtohki\ not Qonjfentcd to redeem 
hifl»$ v ai>4 the Duke .would havevw^nted a 
Wife, if fuch a convenient Perfon a> Marianp 
^. not J>een introduced to fupply her Place, 
8^& L fav$ her Honour, , v 

:r ,,f\^ the Character of the Duke is abfurd ai\d 
jy^fcuipuSfr *b** of Angfik'xs incojnfiftept to the 
laft Degree \ his Bafenefs to : Mariana y his 
wicked Attempts on the Chaftity of IfabeUa^ 
h^is, villainous Breach of Promife, and Cruelty 
%o CJaudti, prove hinx to be a very baa* Mars 
i>i>g pra&jfed in Wickednefej yet when he 
finds himfelf ftruck \yjtn the ifeaut? of Ife- 
^#o*be {tarts a| the Temptation ; reafons on 

.$i^ Frailty j afks Afliftance from Heaven to 
overcome it ; refolves againfl: jt, and feems car- 
ried away by, the Violenqe .of his Paflion, to 
commit what his better Judgment abhors. 
.. Are thefe the Manners of a fan£tified Hy- 
pocrite, fuch as Angih is reprefented to be ? 
Are they not rather thofe of a good Man, 
overcome by a powerful Temptation ? That 
Angela was not a gpod Man, appeal's by his 
bafe Treatment of Mariana \ for certainly no- 
thing cart be viler than to break his Contract 
.with a Woman of Merit, becaufe file had ac- 
cidentally become poorj and, to excufe his 
own Conduct, load the unfortunate Innocent 
with bafe Afperfions, and add Infamy to Ik r 
C 4 <rthat 
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other Miferies : Yet this is the Man, who* 
when attacked by a Temptation, kneels, prays* 
expostulates with himfelf, and, while he 
fcarce yields in Thought to do wrong, his 
Mind feels all the Remorfe which attends ac- 
tual Guife ' ...:.' -*i 

It muft be confefled indeed, that Angelo i^.a 
very extraordinary Hypocrite, and thinks in a 
Manner q*ite contrary from all others of his 
Order; for they, as it is natural, are more 
concerned for the Confequencts of s their 
Crimes, than the Crimes themi'elves, whereas 
he is only troubled about the Crime, and 
wholly regardlefs of the Confequenqes. ; * 

The Character of Ifabella in the Play feems 
to be an Improvement upon that of Epitia in 
the Novel ;, for Ifabella abfolutely refutes* and 
perjfifts in her Retufal, to give up her Honour 
to fave her Brother's Life ; whereas Epitia 9 
overcome by her own Tendernefs of Nature* 
and the affe&ing Prayers of the unhappy- 
Youth, yields to what her Soul abhors* tf} 
redeem him from a (bameful Death. It i§ 
certain however, that Ifabella is a mere Vixen 
in her? Viftue ; how flie rates her wretched 
Brpther, who gently urges her to fave him J 

Ifabella. .Oh, you Beaft! . 
Oh faithlefs Coward ! Oh di (honed Wretch j 
Wilt thou be made a Man out of my Vice? 
Is't not a Kind of Inceit, to take Life 
From thine own Sifter's Shame ? What (hou'd 

I think? 
Heav'n grant my Mother play'd my Father 
fair-i 

For 



Forfuch a'warp d*51ip orWitdernefs 
m% «ffiM fWto Hi» Bto8& T&* my Dn 

•^w*i««er •■•- " ? aw- — . -• ' ■« -■-* 
EHef jM^Mb: Mi^t my only bendfcig doi*p 
JReprid^the^ fnkn % Fate, it ftouldpro- 

-*•— xjefcd*- : — -* 1 ■-<-•• ;?' ^".-'rj,:^ 
PU pray a thoafand Prayers for thy Death 3— 
H<>^Vi>**l to feve thee. 4 

^ •:,. •.; M : i .«* .. ,.. ... .."•/ - • " ; 

• CA&udio. Nay, hear m* r IfabtlU* 

fr .< ■■■.■■_.■•,■'..'..-, i . .. . jv 

r ^^6*fc. mneffie! fie » 

Thy Sto's not accidental, bur a Trade; ; 

Jvfm^? to^heewou'd prove itfelf a Bawd : t 

Tis beft that thou dy'ft qu ; ckly.. j 

<" 1b this the Language of a. modeft tender 
Maid jl one w4io had devoted herfelf to a re- 
Jtgk>i» Lrfe^ and was remarkable for an exalt- 
ed Underftariding, and unaffefted Piety in the 
^arlieft Bborn of Life ? 

; ^Fiwn* her Chara&er, her Profeffion, and; 
Degree- of Relation to the unhappy Youth, 
me might have expected mild Expoftulations, 
. wife Kiafotoings, and gentle Rebukes; his De- 
fire of lAft % though purchafed by Methods he 
could not approve, was a natural Frailty, 
which a Sifter might have pitied and excufecf, 
and have made ufeofher fuperior Understand- 
ing to reafon dpwn his Tears,, recal nobler 
Ideas to his Mind, teach him what was due to 
her Honour and his own, and reconcile him 
to his approaching Death, by Arguments 
, drawn .from that Religion and Virtue of which 
- ftcmade fo high a Profeffion $ but' that Tor- 
Q 5 rent 
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rent of abufive Language, thofecoarfeand un* 
womanly Reflexion* ©n the Virtue of her 
Mother, her exulting Cruelty to the dying 
Youth, are the Manners of an affe&ed Praia, 
ootragrous iri her fteming'Virttiei^not of a 
pious, innocent and tender Maid. 

I cannot fee ftte Ufc of ail ? that ^ jug* 
gling and Ambiguity at the winding up.** 
the 6ataftrophe; Ifabella comes and demands 
Juftice of the Duke for the Wrongs fhe had 
deceived from his Deputy, declaring flie had 
Sacrificed her Inhotence t6 fare her Brotter's 
Life, whom Angelo had, notwithftandihg his 
Promife to the contrary, caafed *to be «t6- 
cuted. . » • ■ >' i : . - 'if 

Upon the Duke's telling her, that he be- 
lieved her Aceufjtion to be faife, file *oes 
away in DMcontent, wfehout faymg a Worti 
more: Is tliis natural? Is k probable, that 
Ifabella would thus publicly bring- a feMe Impu- 
tation on her Honour, and, though innocent 
and unftained, fuffer the World to behave her 
violated F^—She knows not that the honeft 
•Friar who advifed her to this extraordinary 
Action, is the Duke to whom foe is fpeaktngu 
Ihe knerws^not how the Master will b* cleared 

"Up." ' ,; : \- '.■;;•.. 

She who rather chbfe to let her Brother die 
by the Hands of an Executioner, than facii- 
fice her Virtue to fare his Life, takes unde- 
Jerved Shame to' herfelf in public, without 
procuring the Revenge (he feeks after. 

Mariana** evafire Depofmonj Friar jFV- 
W*$ enigmatical' Atcufetton of lfaMU>\ 
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the Duke's winding Behaviour * what does it 
aU. fervt for ? * but to perplex and embroil 
$Um& Fa&v and make up a Riddle without^ 
Solution. '{- 

..The Reader can eafirjr difcover how $e 
Plot urttt be unravelled at laft; but theunne- 
oefiarj Intricacies iii unravelling it, ftitt remain 
Jo be accdiwted far* v 

The Play fets out with the Moral in the 
Title, Meafur& fib Mto&n % bvd bou> is this 
*i*de ootf? the Duke (peaking of An&h t* 



-bat m a Judge, 



Bti*g doubly Criminal, inViofacion 
Of facred Chaftity, and of Promtffi Breach, * 
Thereon deperutabt ka tour Brother's Life* r 
The very Mercy of the Law cries out 
Moft atrfible, even from his proper Tongue. 
An Angeh for Ciaudlo ; Death fot Death: 
Hafte fti» pays fiafte, arid Leifure anftw* 
. t Leifure ; 

lake doth quit Like, and Mttfitn ftitl fot 
Mtafian. 



vi; 



„ Tim* it fitould hawlrten* according to the 
Duke's awn Judgment to have made it Mea* 
Jure for A4*a jure; but when JkgeU was par- 
doned, and reftored to Favour, how then w& 
\tMfafuteftr Mm Cure? 

The Cafe is not altered, becaufe Claudi* 

was not put to death, and Jfabilla not violated 1 

k was nta through /fngilefs Repentance, that 

both thefo Things did not happen j a Woman 

C 6 he 
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ie was engaged to, fupplied the Place 8f 
J/Mla, and the Head of another Man, was 
.patented ta bim inftead aiCiaudtfs. Angeto 
therefore was intentionally guilty of perverts 
tng Jufttce, debauching a Virgin, and break- 
ing his Promife, in putting her Brother t& 
death, whofe Life fhe had bought by that Sa* 
crifice. Jjabelia when pleading for him, fays* 

My Brother had but Juftice, tV 

Jo that be did the Thing for which he djr*d ; 
For Angela, his AcY did not o'ertake his bad 

Intent, 
And muft be buried but as an Intent, 
That pertfhM by the Way ; Thoughts are n* 

, &*bje£b: •■ • -• 

Indents, but meerly Thoughts. 

.This is ftrange Reasoning of IfabeUa ; her 
Brother deferved Death, (he fays, becaufe h§ 
did the Thing for which he died ; he intended ta 
do it, and his doing it was the Confequence 
of his Intention. : i 

Angela likewife intended to debauch, her, 
and murder her Brother, and he did both in 
Imagination; that it was only Imagination, 
was not his Fault, for fo he would have had it, 
and fo he thought it .was. It is the Intention 
Which conftitutes Guilt, and Angela was guil- 
ty in Intention, and for what he knew, jnv 
fcuSl, therefore, as jar as lay in his Power, he 
was as guilty, as Claudia. 

This Play therefore being abfolutely de- 
fc<Stive iii.a due Diftnbution of Rewards and 

Puniib- 
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Punifttments ; Meafure for Meafure ought 
not to be the Title, fince Juftice is not the 
Virtue it inculcates ; nor can Shake/pear's In- 
vention m the Fable be praifed . fo r w j, at j, e 
has altered from Cinthio, is altered greatly foe 
the worfe. 
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*fbe Ninth Novel of Banddkv 
Volume the Second. , 




H£Nthe&«&£*rj were Lords 
olVirQTHiy a fierce and bloody 
Enmity fuWiftedLb^tween two 
noble Families of that City, of 
greater Dignity and Riches than 
the reft ; the Name of the one 
was Mtntmhity die other Capetttt ;* This vio- 
lent Hatred was the Catife ot frtfqffient bloody 
Engagements between the Relations and De- 
pendants of thofe two Lords ; and the Numbers 
that were killed of both Parties on thefe Occa- 
Sons, kept up and augmented the Fury of their 
feveral Defendants, ■ ♦ 

Bartholomew Scaliger, then at the Head of 
this Republic, laboured with the utmoft Dili- 
gence to fupprefs thefe Disorders ; but all his 
Cares could never wholly prevent them, fa 
deeply was their Hatred of each other rooted 
in their Bofoms. , 

Finding 



. Ftadittg it impofl&toe to entirely reconcile 
tbe^i, «^ or4«B ta put a# End to ¥* Afironts, 
vfh\$h each;Party gawaad received from the 

l>^rtw af fomo anwi^th^m, he command^ 
t^rtlreyewgeft of ©ae Fa&ioa (hould ak 
ty^ya £i*e Wsy to tbe eldeft of the qthefe 
whenever they happened to meet, by vthkft 
Means irwwy Di*tf^ wf*£ avoided. j • . ]* 

Abcgn *lw T\m*) r M*m*»i to* jowg He£r 

fionouned ,of 4 a Lady iq tfewt*,: WhrW** 
withstanding theext*#G«Jinary Beauty and Ac^ 
complifhoiejits he wa* poflfeft of, tteated hin> 
with great Difdain. »r 

exocaWeJBeauty* e^pl^Ujg all the Rhetorii 
of Sigh* 33<s*s>< Pi^n|trM£ntertaittme^t% 
to mave, her Heatfu but-a}J in yaia; Ma 
Friends, whoiaw bim lapguifbout his Days 
ia a bopekfe Pafiw* wwe greatly . alarmed; 
but neither their Reoaonfimicea or Intreatie* 
were abI*t*efFeft bis Cutf. 

One of his Corapaakma, who m*«tear*tft» 
himthanO* reft; ? re*tyaStoaed to betold 
hiittkfiM th^s the Vigpur .of Youth io fair 
iowiog* Woaiaa wkbwt H^pe$ of tfbtaininf 
her, often took Oceafioa to Warned Pert*- 
verance. , 

- . itaw** laid be, one Day *o him* I love 
mu as «y Brother; and it givee me great 
<Pai» to fee; yo* thus con&me way Jake Snow 
a&eltijig in the.Suifc$> donft you file yotr wafte 
your Time and iperri yefue Fortune* without 
•btaitting either l^ooout or Advantage: Your 

Endeavour* 



fro fydkefoeft Tlht/f raterf, - 

ifaeavour^wM 

tt&r: ttarfcof* yota IbKdfrlSerV* m4rim ttgW, 

te^t aTbfog whi£h fc Ao^rilf -dfffiWiJt tft ^ 
but impoffible; ytou maylte c*bri¥ fttced 1 *^!^*** 
tbere&WsVor you, or ahy Thirt^oW fcafri <dA to 
pteafe her ; pferhafte 4hfe r Wfc«fe '6tlfol#re$ 
who is fodcar to her, 4ht would ri6t quitf* BtHi 
fotan Eirtperor? ¥V>ifa^y«»Ag, niyde^i&4 
fc*,youtP&fttt ish>6rclo^4f)r thafianfY6alh^ 
ih this Gityi y6a ^e v (l# iritffeeak it} fince it % 
T^t^tbyott*F^):f*tfa!^ 
and elegant; to thefe amiable Qualities ir&ad* 
tied tHe mote fohd Ad¥antt|es of Learning fertirf 
Wit : You are the only Son bf oftfe of tfcfe 
peate^an^ficheft of oiH^Nobkrh^^dk^^^ 
reftf *fh y3u j iri ydHf ExpWicefir ^deW he cttrt- 
too* *ybu Sri yaifr -McfeVures ?< I* tfc «U&ybur 
¥&abr onty to tikd Ga¥e >of ybta©*4A*riY^ 
«Wiik you fpend* your TrHTie*as<* ybU**r>l%afi^ 
Awake, I conjureyoU, ahd begin 'to reflet #£ 
frngthupdn the Error you 4iW4 bdctt^uiHy^ 
remove from your Eyes the VeU wtik:hl>limte 
ybty and hinders yeU from fteii>g trie Path you 
arepurflrfngv rcraveto place yotar Affe<5rum 
cm* fo^^etfofp^^ a 

Lady who wtfl better reward your LoVe 5 a 

Sft Indignation is often more powerful in the 
eart than Love itfdf: Now when Aflemblies 
and Mafquerades are held all over this great 
City, mix with the Company .every where, 
and when you meet the ungrapteftil' Woman 
you have mlicited fo long, gaae not on her 
Face, but rcfle£t on her Injuftice, her Cruelty 
and her Pride 5 do not doubt but the rnany In*, 
v • juries 
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juries you have fuffered will excite an Indig- 
nation fojuft and reafonable,* that your Paf- 
fion will in Time yield to its Force* and you,. 
by Degrees, regain your Liberty, . 

To thefe Keafons, the faithful Friend of; 
Romeo added many others, to engage him to ; 
quit his unfuccefcful Purfuit : Romeo liftened tQ 
hinv with Attention, and took 3 Refolutioi* 
immediately to put his wife Councils in Prac- 
tice! 

The Feaft being now begun, he had (re^ 
quent Opportunities of meeting the i'cornftjj 
Maid ; but he always carefully avoided look*, 
ing at her, gazing on the other Ladies, and 
anxjoufly examining the Beauties of every ornr^ 
to chufe her who was moft agreeable to hinv. ' 
About this Time, Antonio Cobelkt^ the Head 
of that Family , made a magnificent Feaft,, to 
which he invited a great many of the chief 
Nobility and Ladies, moft of the Youth of 
Quality being there ; Romeo > notwithstanding 
the long continued Hatred between their Fa- 
milies, came thither alio at Night, being 
mafqued like the reft of the Company 1 but 
- fpon after throwing it off, as all the othera 
-did, he feated himfelf at one Corner of the, 
■ Hall, which, by the great Number of Torches* 
being made as light as Day, he could conve- 
niently behold the whole Affcmbly. 

Romeo foon drew the Eyes of the Company 
upon him, and of the Ladies particularly, who, 
. ftruck with bis Bolckiefs in coming to that 
Houie, could not concealtheir Admiration of 
iti his Enemies, however, on Account of his 
Youth, his extraordinary 3eauty, the Sweet- 
• • nefs 



Love he had acquired* iorbqr^jttygjve him **ty 
Pitturbanp^ wfeikjr, rpsrhaj*** bftd h« httm 
elder* and kfs wniabte, ;<l rtfK <flMgnt?;iHWB 
'don*;-: v, T , ... ,.- 4 , : . ^vyi 

,, .fote* theuefoie, haying nleifufji ta .confide 
the Beauty., of the La#es ttmfcrtfnfe fct Ale 
Feaft, began to pratfe tbera.ipipre or le%iflc* 
cording to his Tal^> ^» ^hot|ti4*«e^g 
himfehyjtooka Pleafure in looking upon tfeafc 
that 4id : While te was thttt *i&^0)&& jfce 
fawayoung; Lady of : rnoft fw^\t*JkivAy* 
whofe Name was unknown tQ him ; hi£&3ttf 
immediately confefied this Object tQ t^;n^f 
chiming than any foe had ever feen ; hggregd 
on heraitemiy^y, su*d the t longer hfgfo&efi, 
fihg inore^BeswSy an&Qr*c«s he dif<m*fP& m 
fctr. , Fading *n *wfa$ ?ktfur$ tt ifrqfi)#$em r 
fJating her 9 be was, not; al?le for a Moment *s 
remove his Eyes &om her Face* but dtttjngj* 
thcM*ti"id paiHonate Looks at. the y^Uflg Ikau- 
ly* he (eqn?dy refoly^dtoQu^t h$ #<$*>$ fife, 
^ayouj^togaiiihe^^ffe^aws*. .■..., u<. 

Thus was tiis fpraner Paffipn vanquiihed fey 
this new one, and gave Place to a Flame th^t 
was never extinguished but by his Death : Not 
daring in that fufpe&ed Houfe to enquire the 
Name of the young Beauty that had charmed 
him, be contented himfelf with feeding his 
Eyes with her Sight, and finding new Graces 
in every Look and A&ion drank in large 
Draughts of the fwett Poifon of Love. 

Rimes being, as was faid before, feated in 
a Corner of the Hall, had a .full View of *ui 
<he Company, who, in returning po their 

Places 



BTaccB ^^iOaiicbig, paftd cWe by trim; 

KflfitoV fi> Wasithc young Lddy called, wild 
charmed feiny, not havirtg ohfcrved him 
before, wte ftruck with Admiration of his 
Perfon, as (be went by the Place where he 
fot ; This fair One was Daqghfcr to Cfrftlkt* 
tk* Maft^r of the Houfe, who had given the 
Foany and ignorant of the Name and Quapty 
%frR*m*<h\ ytths appearing to her the moft 
beautiftil; Youth &e had ever feen, Che conk} 
not refift the Pleafure fl*e took in gagiag on 
hitti+brftfesrttly fnafchingftolenGlances-at 
hiflii^very Moment, an unufual Sifcnefs took 
Poftsffion of her Heart, and fiHed it With ail 
fhe*fwe&' Inquietudes and tmder- Perplexities 
rtf-a-begioing Paflion : No* <atis6ed with gaa> 
iagoaJHrnat a Diftance, fbe ardently wiihed 
fee would < mix among the Dancers, that fht 
ffiight^fcave an Opportunity of hearing him 
ffgtttk* act-doubting but fair Ears would take 
in a* much- Pleafure from the Agrefeabtenefe of 
Jus Difoourfe, as her Eyes did Sweetncfe front 
bis Sight # but Rome* wholly loft in the Plea* 
fure he todk in looking irpon h^r, fhewed bo 
inclination to jo in the Cealpanyi w&Juliett* 
was equally incapable of any Delight, but 
looking at him. 

Their Eyes being thus frequently directed 
to each other, their paffionate Glances often 
met; the Sighs wfakb accompanied thofe 
•Glances, betrayed the Emotions' of their 
Hearts, and both were fenfrble that an Op- 
portunity of di (covering their' mutual Flame 
was equally defired by > each, < 
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. Wbitethey wew thii» takewV^h^hi^ 
tng tender artd- p*ffibh*tfc £*«*£' th#"&M 
Wke up, «nd tlieC^ift^ftifl^^ptttiii^ 
cuoufly together, began the cdh^Judfn% Bfiht^* 
toWtfrthe Dm* *f*ik Toii»> dttrtfoHjfe 1 tbi 

-&&***, InthtPmidft of the%rfeeS»l<i^<S^ 
fanVm.of'thfs Danc*> Vis fnatefeed tifi fey°* 
Lady, * whtfJfcttrihg him infcd thfc • Croud J H£ 
performed hte Part* and gtVmg the 1 Totctf, *iii 
wafc theCufibm, to an<kh*r £ad$ 'hrWfH* 
near to Juliette afid took ftfi*by the Hahrf^trf 
the inconce^aWe^Tranfpoirt^pf tbe^ bottiF n> 

Julietta then featmg hcrfejif Between <£#&# 
^ndiWrr^//^; the latter, who was a Courtier, 
gay^ witty, arid agreeably fatirical, Was arrt£ 
markable for thfcfcxtraordinary O&ldnefV of W 
Hands a* for 'the utitamittoft Sprigbfclmefe' of 
his Difpohrio w ; and he h&fdfng one bf ^Julf* 
ettas Hands, & Romeo did the irtheir ;>' ^; 
who ardently ddired to heaf him fpeak,--trfrn- 
ing towards him with an inchanting Smile* 
laid foftly and in a trembling Voice, gently 
preffirig his Hand at the- fame M^ment^ 
" Blefled be the Time, Sii^ thai Jtou ftatW 
your^lf near me." - y 5 • -' " >s 

Romeoy who well knew how td make tife'W 
Advantages, ftnMntag her 'Hand 'paflionately 
in return, with Eyes which feemed tdtimplore 
her Pity ; and an Accent as •If* his' Life; hung 
fufpended on her Anfw*fy afked /her*'-ttt$ 
Meaning of torn aBenetti&km; >■■ < V-* 

" Gentle Youth, replied Jutittta with a 
Smile, I blefs the Tim^ of your comilrg hf- 
theni becaufe Stgnior .Mr*#//V, whofe Hand 

is 



ka^iiS^r W *&**>'• ,frQ?fl ' W ^ ■ q|wr ' *y his 
^uct^and j9% fonphic&I am muclf obliged 

tq YOH»n % the, kin<Hy- Warmth of yours, hav* 
rfcri me^aga^.'f , • v: 

V" -MMarp, replied £anw immediately^ I> 
mould tniink myfelf fuperlativelytfiappy in bA 
ing a^le ty do you any Service, and Weft be- 
yond ^eafuje if you will deign to command 
rjie as the meaneft of y our Servants; permit 
ine however to tejl you, that if my Hand has 
warded you, the Fire of your bright Eyes has 
l^pdled ,fuch Flames in me, that unjeft* you 
afford. jn,e fome Alliftanc^, I fhall foon be con- 
^m^VAjJhV^ . 

y §cajce, had, he nniflied thefe laft Words* 
wjien tfie Dance being ended, the Company 
liegari to djfperfe; and Julittta tranfported 
yifffh thp $xcefs of her new Paffionj breathing 
an, ardent Sigty and tenderly draining his Hand, 
replied in fcafte as (he parted from him, 
4 ^,Al,afs j ; ^hat can I fay, but that I am more 
j9 W rs^nafl;p^yqwnl ,, 

v iJfameo % \n Hopes of knowing who fhe was, 
continued ftill in the Hall; but he had not 
waited long, 'till he was informed by a Friend, 
that fhe was the Daughter of the Lord CapelUt, 
who had given the Feaft. 

This News threw him into great Affliction, 
forefeeing- the Difficulty and Danger there 
would be in purfuing his Paffion; but the 
Wound was already given, and his whole 
Soul was now infe&ed with the fweet Venom 
of Love. 

On the other Side, Julietta equally defirous 
*f knowing the .Name of him who had con- 



Iquered htf Heart; tilling in olttlfojffla^ 
who had nurfed her* to, a Window, whfcfr 
dooked injo a Street, through which the Gotii- 
pany was parting, by the Light 6F af grdt 
Ntimber of Torches, flie began to enqtiiie 
the Names of ftveral of the Mafquers as' they 
went along ; 2nd at laft dife&ing he* E^esTb 
Romeo % affced her who that fine? Ybuth t^ls 
who carried his l&afque in his Hand; T*lie 
good Woman who knew him very well, fold 
her it was Romeo> Son of the Lord Montec- 
chio. \ ' 

Julietta, ftruck with the Sound of that 
Name, as with a Thunderbolt, began how to 
defpair of ever gaining the Objeft of her Af- 
fections for a Hulband : Concealing however 
her Conftifion from the Obfervatiori of her 
Nurfe, fhe retired to Bed 5 but her Mind was 
agitatedwitb To many different Thoughts, that 
ihe could take no .Repofe : Love and Defjtejr 
bred a cruel Conflfift in her Soiil, jret l/ove 
had taken fo full and abfblute PofTdffibn of it, 
that her Dffire increafe'd with the Impoflibllity 
"of gratifying' ii. « Ah r cried flie to hei?elf, 
how have I fuffered my Affeflibns to be thus 
tranfported f how do I know (credulous Fool 
as I am) whether Romeo really loves me? 
'Perhaps the artful Youth means only to delude 
me, with a diflembled Paffibn, that by roB- 
bing me of my Honour, Jie may revepge hira- 
felf of my Family, ancf encreafe the rooted 
Hatred between our Fathers ; hut can it be, 
that a Soul fo generous as his, fhould forni a 
Defign to ruin one who loves and adores him ? 
Ah! iftheFice be the Index of the Mind, 

his 
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Jfo i$ T *!l 'LoveHnefs and Beauty, Cruelty and 
Deceit can never harbour in fo-fweet a Dwel* 
Kng; from a Form fo incharrting nothing can 
W expected but Truth, Gemknef? and£ove: 
Butfuppofe, added file, that he loves me h<£- 
ivrorably, have I not Reafon to believe that 
my Father 5 will never content to our Union j 
and yet, frho knows but our mutual Paffiorr 
may be the Means of procuring a firm and 
perpetual Peace between our'Families ; I have 
often heard that not only the Peace of private 
Families has been procured: by Marriages, 
but that warring Nations have been made 
Friends by that Means ; ought I not then to 
hope that our two Houfes may be reconciled 
by fuch an Event." Refting then upon this 
foothing Thought, whenever Romeo went 
through the Street where (he lived, (he al- 
ways (hewed herfelf at a Balcony, giving 
him fuch bewitching Smiles as he patted, as 
filled his frhole Soul (which like hers, had 
keen toft between Hope and Fear) with in- 
cxpreffible Dehght. 

It was ndt without great Danger to his 
his Perfon, that he thus haunted the Street, 
where (he dwelt, both Night and Day ; bur 
Julietta's Smiles inflaming his Defires, he 
could not refift the fweet Violence that drew 
him continually thither j the Chamber of this 
fair Maid had a Window in it, which looked 
into a narrow Lane. Romeo when he had 
pafled the great Street, and arrived tQ the 
Head of this Lane, often beheld her at this 
Window, to which (he would come very 
obligingly when file faw him-; and by her 
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Looks exprefs the Pleafure (be took in feeing 
him* One Night when Romso c&me y as he was 
wont, to this Place, Julietia feeing him, open- 
ed the Window j the Moon (hone fo bright, 
that though he retired, upon her looking out 
into an old ruinous Building which fronted the 
Window, yet flie diftinguiflied him plainly, 
and no Perfon being with her in the Chamber ^ 
{he ventured to call out to him. u Rome$ y 
{aid (he, what do you do here alone, at fuch 
an Hour ? fhould you be di&overed, I trem- 
ble for your Life ; are you ignorant of the 
cruel Enmity there is between our Families, 
and how many Lives have been loft by it on 
both Sides? certainly if you are taken, you 
will be barbaroufly murdered ; why will you 
thus endanger your own Life and my Ho- 
nour?" 

" The ardent Paffion you have inipired me 
with, anfwered he, is the Caufe of my com- 
ing hither ; I know if I am di (covered by your 
Relations, they will endeavour to kill me, 
but I (hall defend myfelf as well as lam able, 
and though I may be overpowered by fuperior 
Force, yet I will not dye alone ; to dye near 

tou will take off the Bitternefs of Death; yet 
e afliireB, Madam, I never will be the Occa- 
fion of bringing any Stain upon your Honour; 
but will with Pleafure facrifice my Life, "to 
preferve it . inviolate/* 

44 But what is it you re-quire of me, inter- 
rupted Julietta ?" 

44 That you would permit me to enter your 
Chamber, Madam, replied Romeo^ that I may 
with lefc Danger make known to you the 

Great- 
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Greatnefs of my Paffion, and the cruel Tor- 
ments I differ for your Sake." 
. Juliet La 1 a little offended at this Demand, 
replied in fome Confufion* " Romeo, you know 
the Extent of your own Paffion, and I knoW^ 
that of mine ; I know that I loye you, as 
much as it is poffible for a Perfon to love, and 
perhaps more than is confiftent with my Ho- 
nour; however, I muft tell you, that if you 
hope to poffefs me by any otnet Means than 
Matrimony, you are much deceived ; and be- 
caufe lam fenfiMe you expofe yourfelf to great 
Danger hy coming hither fb frequently, i am 
willing to bring this Affair to a fpeedy Coiij . 
clufion ; therefore, if you defire to be mine, is 
I wi{h to be eternaHy yours, you will make me 
your Wife j and for that Purpofe I will be ready 
to meet you at any convenient Place, whatever 
Time you fliall appoint me , but, if you have 
any dishonourable Intentions towards me, go 
away I conjure you, and fwfier me to live in 
Peaces 

Romeo, who only wifhed to poflefs her with 

Honour, heard this Proportion with Tranf- 

. port, and told her, ** that he would marry her 

at any Time, and - in any Manner {he 

pleafedY' . 

." 'Tis well, replied JulitHa, let our Nup- 
tials then be celebrated, by the Reverend 
Friar Lorenzo of Reggie who is my Spiri- 
tual Father." To this Romeo readily agreed 
the good Friar being very intimate in hi$ Fa- 
: mily \ and it was refolved between them, that 
Romeo fhould fpeak to him the next Day upon 
that Affair. 

Vol. I. D Tfctttx 
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Friar i^wa*, in whom the Lover* choftta 
confide upon this Qocafion, waa of the Qrdeu 
of the Minors, a learned Theologician and 
Philofopher; had great Knowledge of Herbs, 
and was well fkilled in the Magic Art ; and that 
he might maintain hieufelf in the good Opinion 
pf the Vulgar, and quietly enjoy thofe Plea- 
fiu es, for which he t had a Tawe, he endea- 
voured to procmre the Friendfhip of all Per- 
ions of diftingui&ed Rank and Reputation: 
In this he fu£ceeded fo well, that he had many. 
Friends among the Nobility of Amy?ff,L parti- 
cularly the Father of Rome** a Nobleman in 
great Credit and Efteem* who had a high 
Opinion of his Sanctity and Wifdom; 

Romea alfo held him in- great Efteem, and 
the Friar, who knew htm to be a prudent and 
generous Youth, had a tender Afie&ioR fof 
l»nv The Reverend Father, wha confefled 
sJiriQft all the Perfons of Quality of both 
Sexes in the City, was alfo very intimate in 
the Family of the Capelletti^ and was therefore 
intruded with the fpiritual Ditt&k>n of Ju- 
liette. 

Rcm«h the next Day after his Conference 
with his Miftrefs, went to <the Church., of St. 
Francis* and related to Friar Lorenzo the 
whole Story of his Paffion for Julietta, and 
the koppy Conclufioo to which he had brought 
it, entreating at the; fame time hi* Affiftaace 
t&, unite tbsm for eve*. . .. • • 

The Friar liearing this Account, peontiftd 

v 49 -do. *J1 he required, as well because he wa» 

not abk ; t0 deny Romeo any tbilig, as he 

hoped this Marriage would reconcile the. two 

Houfes 



Houfes of the Mtntetthi and Captllettl, and by 
that Means acquire to bimfelf the Favour of 
Sigrior Bartholomew, who paffionately wifhed 
to compofe the Diforders their Enmity cre- 
ated in his Gity. 

The two Lovers, nowonly twaieng for fome 
Occafion of going to Confefliofl, in order ta 
efibft their Derlgn, Juliette, for the greater 
Gonveniency, refolved to trait her Nurfe, 
who flept with her r with her Love for Rome} 
bis extreme Affedlion for her, and their in- 
tended Marriage. 

The< good Woman greatly concerned at 
fuch a precipitate Defign, endeavoured to dif- 
fwade her from it* but to no Purpofcj. and 
moved with the affecting Arguments of Ju- 
lietta, w^s at laft prevailed upon to carry a 
Letter to Romeoi 

The Lover was transported with Joy at 
the Contents; which directed him to come, at 
five to 'Clock that* Night, to the Window in the 
Lane ; bringing with him a Ladder of Ropes, 
by which he might afcend to the Top, 

Romeo, committing the Care of providing 
the Ladder to a faithful Servant of his, named 
Pietroy they both, at the appointed Hour, 
went to the Place where JulUttu expected 
them. 

As (torn as (he few Romeo*, fibe let. down a 
Cord from the Window, which they faften- 
to one End of the Ladder, fhe drew it up, and 
with the Affiflance of her Nurfe fixed it fe- 
cutely at the Top, while Romeo and his Ser& 
vant took Care to faften it well below. 

. D.a % Jtmm$ 
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Romeo then boldly afcending the Ladder, 
Pietro retired into the old ruinous Houfe, till 
bis Matter had Occafion for him: The iron 
Bars before the Window were fet fo clqfe, that 
it was with Difficulty the paffionate Romeo 
could pafs his Hand through to clafpthat of hi3 
adored Jutietta. — " Oh! Romeo, cried the tranf- 
ported Maid, dearer to me than the Light of 
my Eyes, I defired to fee you here, that I 
might inform you I have ordered Matters fo 
as that I can go to Confeffion with my Mo- 
ther on Friday next ; we (hall come -to the 
Church about the Time that the Sermon be- 
gins ; take Care to acquaint Father Lorenzo* 
ftat he may have every Thing in readinefs." 

Romeo alluring her that the Friar was dif- 
pofed to do whatever they defired, they began 
to enter into a tender Converfation, which the 
Neceffity of parting for Fear of a Difcovery 
interrupting the Lover defcending the Laddef, 
took Leave of his dear Julietta y who, though 
exceffively pleafed with the paft Interview, 
thought every Moment an Age till (he could 
call Romeo her own ; and Romeo* who was at- 
ari oft tranfported out of himfelf. fpent the 
Time in difcourfing with his Confidant on his 
approaching Happi ne(s. ; 

The deftined Day being arrived, Lady Gio- 
vanni, the Mother of Jutietta, taking with bt*r 
her Daughter and fome of her Women,went to 
the Church of St. Francis, which was then in the 
Ciiadel j the old Lady, as foon as fhe entered, 
Calling for Friar Lorenzo, told him, (he had 
come early with Jutietta to Confeffion, be- 
caufelae knew he would be much hurried that 

Day, 



.Day, having fo many fpiritual Children to 
confers, f 

The Friar, who had been inftru&ed before 
by Romeoy and had him then concealed in bis 
Confeffionary, giving the Ladies the Benedic- 
tion, went into the Conytnt, and entering the 
Confeffionary where Rorr^o was, made julir 
tUa> who firft prefented herfelf, go into the 
other Cell, which was flightly partitioned off 
from that which he and Romeo were in, hav- 
ing, alfo a Grate between; as foon as fhe 
was entered, he gave the Sign that Ramta 
was within, and removing the Grate, aftes 
the firft Salutation, faid to her, — u Daughter* 
Romeohas informed me, that you are willing 
to take him for a Hufband, and he alfo is de- 
fir ous of having you for a Wife, do you both 
continue to be thus difpofed ?" 

The Lovers making Anfwer, that they 
wifhed for nothing elfe; the Friar, after a 
fhort Difcourfe in Praife of holy Matrimony, 
pronounced the accuftomed Form of Wor $$ 
ordained by the Church, and gave them the 
nuptial BenedivUon. 

ijtfwwthenprefenting his beloved jfulietta 
with a Ring, which fhe received with unfpeak- 
able Pleafure, he confulted with her, on the 
Means he fhould ufe to gain Acce's. to her at 
Night,, and. tenderly faluting her, went cau- 
Uoufty out of the Church, 

The Friar, replacing the Grate, heard die 
Confeflion of the happy Julietta, and difmif- 
fingher, heard alfo thofe of her Mother, and 
the Women who attended them, and thjcy 
returned again to their Houfe. , 

D 2 Nigjit 
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Night being come* Romeo, with his Servant, 
went to the Garden belonging to the Lord 
Cttpellefs Houfe, and attending the Wall by 
the Help of his faithful tietro^ hegoteafiilybver 
t ) the other Side, where he found his Bride ; 
who, together with her Nurfe> was expefiifig 
him. . 

Romeo, as Toon as he faw her, ran to her 
with open Arms, and Julietta eagerly flying to 
him, threw herfelf on his Neck, and embraced 
him with inexpreffible Tranfpcrt; they paffed 
the whole Night in the Garden without Fear 
of being difcovered ; and when the Morning 
approached, Romeo, after confoking with his 
fair Spoufe on the Methods they fhould ufe to 
reconcile their Parents, took Leave of her 
• with a tender Embrace, and returned to his 
Houfe, looking upon himfelf to be thehappieft 
of all Men in the Pofitflion of fo beautiful a 
Creature ; and Julietta, who thought the 
whole World could not produce fo lovely and 
accomplished a Youth as her Romeo, had no 
other Allay to her Happinefs but the ardent 
Defire (he fek to have their two Families re- 
conciled, that her Marriage might no lon- 
ger be concealed. 

While the new married Couple were obliged 
to content themfelves with fliort and itolen In- 
terviews, Friar JLorenzo was fecretly pfa&ifing 
. Means to reconcile their two Houies, and had 
put Matters in fuch a Train, that he had fome 
Hopes of accomplishing it. 

When the Feaft of Eafter was celebrated, 
k happened that great Numbers of Coaches 
were afrembled at the Gate of the BorfiriyXitvt 

the 



Jfafofpeer - ilfyprattd. $5 

the Caftle Vwchio) or Old Gaftle^ and many of 
the> CafelUtti and Montecdyi meeting in that 
Place, afl'aUlted each other furioufly with their 
Artm: Afnongthe CapeHeitiwds a noble Youth, 
naiwekl Vibbaidy a firft Coufm of Julreita\ 
who being pofleffed of great perfonal Cowage, 
animated hi$, People againft the Montecchi, 
and urging them to have no Confideration for 
any Perfon whatever among their Enemies, 
the Fray grew very bloody, both Parties being 
continually encreafed by other of their Parti- 
sans who joined them. 

• R$me& y who was going through the City on 
fbme Diveriion with feveral of his Compa- 
nions, and a few Attendants, happened to 
pafs by while the Combatants were engaged ; 
this Sight gave him great Affliction, as he had 
Hopes from the Friar's Endeavours, that Peace 
would have been made between their Families ; 
being defirous therefore of putting an End to 
the Fight) he turned to his Companions and 
Servants, and fpeaking fo loud that he was 
heard by many in the Street ; ** Brothers, fafid 
he, lej us thrult ourfelves between them, and 
try, if by any Means we can oblige them to 
lay down their Arms ;" With theic Words he 
prefled in among the Combatants, followed 
by his Friends and Servants, labouring both 
with Words and Actions to prevail upon them 
vto ceafe their Contention j but his Entreaties 
and Endeavours were all ineffectual - t their Fu- 
ry had rifen to fuch Excefs, that they minded 
' nothing but how to be revenged on each ether, 
manyof each Party lying dead upon the 
Ground*: 

D 4 WWis, 
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While Romeo was thus generoufly employed 
in endeavouring to calm their Rage, the fu* 
rious Tibbald drew near him, and gave him fc 
thruft with his Sword in the Side, which, by 
Reafon of a net- work of Steel he wore beneath 
his Cloaths, did him no Harm. 

Romeo, notwithftanding this Outrage, turn« 
ing towards him, faid, with a friendly Ac- 
cent, "Tibbald, if you believe I came hither 
with any Intention to fight with you, or any 
of your Party, you are much deceived : I 
pafled this Way by Chance, and have no 
other Defign in mixing among you, but to 
make thofe who belong to me retire," 

Tibbald, either not understanding thefe 
Words, or feeming not to underftand them, 
cried but, " Ah Traitor, thou {halt die ! and 
furioufly throwing himfelf.upon Romeo, {truck 
him with great Violence on the Head, but the 
Force of the Blow, though weakened by the 
fteel Head-piece he wore, yet fo enraged Ro* 
meo y that, v/rapping his Cloak about his Arm 
by Way of Shield, 4ie turned the point of his 
Sword towards his Enemy, which piercing 
his Throat, went quite through his Neck, and 
came out behind, fo that the unhappy Tibbald 
fell dead immediately on the Earth. 

The Guards approaching at the Report of 
this Battle, the Combatants difperfed different 
Ways; and Rgmeo, full of. Grief for having 
killed Tibbald, fled to the Church of St. .Fran- 
cis, followed by a great many of his Friends 
and Servants. 

Father Lorenzo was much affe&ed at the 
News of Tibbald 9 s Death, which put it out of 

his 
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his Power to accomplish the Peace he medita- 
ted between them ; however, he received Ro~ 
2010 with great Kindnefs, and concealed hini 
in his Chamber at the Convent^ 

The Capelkttl aflembling together, went to. 
complain to Signor Bartholomew of the In»- 

I'ury they had fuffered from. Romeo \ and the 
father of Romeo* together with all the Perfons 
©F Quality among the Monteccbl^ went alfo to 
prove that Romeo had not engaged in the Fight, 
but fought only to part the Combatants, and 
being bafely wounded by Tibbaldy killed hini. 
in his own. Defence. 

Although it was made vejy clear, that the 
fatpelletti aflaulted the Monteuhi firft, and al- 
io proved by many Witnefles,, that Romeo en- 
deavoured to part them, and was wounded by 
Tibbald while he was thus employed, yet Sig- 
joor Bartholomew banifhed him from Verona*; 
and ordered the reft to forbear fuch Hoftilities 
for. the future. 

' The Death of Tlbbaldczutcd great Affiaion> 
in the Family of the Capelletti ;. but Julietta 
wept ijot for her Coufin's Death, but for the? 
Banifliment of Romeo y having however that 
Excufe for her Sorrow, (he gave free Vent to 
her Tears, and lofing all the Hopes fhe had 
formerly entertained of being happy with her 
beloved Romeo* fhe wholly abandoned heifelf 
to Grief. 

Underftanding that he was concealed in. 
Father Lorenzo's Convent, fhe wrote a Letter 
to him, filled with moving Complaints of their 
miferable Fortune, intreating him with the 
moft tender Inftances of Affe&ion, that he 
D J would; 
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• would allow her to ateompany himinobiirfia- 
nifcment. ; ^ 

Rmeo received this Letter by the Hands of 
the old Woman who was the Confidant of 
their Marriage; and xti his Anfwer, he con- 
1 jtlred his dear JuUttta not to afflfoft herfelf v thbt 
in a proper Time he would do all (he defifed ; 
but at prefent he had not fixed upon the Place 
of his Exile, though he was refolved it fhodd 
be as near her as poffible ; and concluded with 
earneftly deftxing her to give htm an Oppor- 
tunity of feeing her before he went away* 

JuRetta naming the Garden for the Piatt 
of this laft fad Interview, Romeo* at the ap- 
pointed Hour,came fecretly out of the Convent 

• by the Affiftance of Father Lortnzo> and, at- 
tended by his faithful Pietro 9 came to the PhUfc 
where he Was expe&ed. 

Juiiettareceived him with a Flood of Tears, 
and Grief fo totally pofieifed their Souls, that 
they continued along Time unable to fpeakto 
each other ; recovering a little from this Cl- 
ient Excefs of Sorrow, they flew into each 
others Arms, mingling Tears with their Em- 
braces, and bitter Complaints againft tht 
Cruelty of their Fortune. 

Great Part of the Night being Wafted in this 
Manner, Julietta, with the moft^arneft and 
afte&ing fntreaties, urged her beloved Romn 
to permit her to go with him into Bamfliment. 

" Do not, my Lord, cried (he, do not leave 
me behind you ; I will cut off this long Hair, 
and drefled in the Habit of a Boy, follow you 
wherever you go; my tender Cares ftall 
foften the Rigour of your Exile y can you hare 
1 a more 



tf more faithful Servant than me? Oh, my 
deareft Hufband, grant me this Favour, I con- 
jure ybu ; let meihare your Fate whatever it 
W] I cannot be unhappy if I am with yon/' 

Rdmeo> with the tendereft Language that 
liove could diftate, endeavoured to comfort 
his affliftfed Wife ; he affured her that his Sen- 
tence of Banifhment would be (horMv revoked ; 
tfaePrinte had given his Father ™ e ne Reafon 
'to expteft it ; " But happen wh & will, fatid 
he* my lovely Ji*liitttr r not in the Habit of a 
Page tan I cohfent to. fee you * no* when you 
do dome, it muft be in a Manner fuitable to 
thel>ignity of Jrovtf Birth, and the Quality of 
irour Hufband : Depend upon it* continued 
fee, tfiy Baniihrhertt will not continue more 
th&h a Year * r in that Time our Parents majr 
be reconciled ; the Prince himfelf wul labour 
*to rttafce I*cace between them; but if thefe 
Hopes fail me, I wHlthen take another Courfe, 
for it is impbflibte t fhould be able to live long 
fcrithout you." * 

Juliette, yielding to the Force ©f thefe Rea- 
foils and Perfuafions, they began to fettle the 
■* Method of correfpondirig by Letters ; and the 
Morn n&w breaking, amidfta thouknd Sighs, 
; ffears, and tender Embraces, they took Leave 
*>taf each other; Romeo returned to the Con- 
< vent, /and Jtiliefta to her Chamber. 

In two' or three JDays, every Thing being 
prepared for his Departure, Korneo left the 
Convent, and, difguifed like a foreign Mer- 
trhant, went privately out of Verand : Several 
of his moft faithful Friends conduced htm 
'-• fkfely tfc Mantua y where he hired a magnifl- 
3 . D 6 . cent 



cent Houfe, and having large A^piointmenor 
from his Father, lived with a Splendor befit- 
ting his Quality. 

Juliettaj in the mean Time, gave herfelf 
wholly up to Sorrow j (he loathed her Food j 
Sleep fled from her Eyes ; (he paffed the Days 
in Sighs and Tears, and the Nights in Con** 
plaints ^ * Lamentations. Her Mother obfc- 
ferving-^ .. ntinual Grief, reproved her for 
it many *V£aes j telling, her, , fhe had wept 
enough for the Death other Coufin, and that 
it was Time to put an End to her AfBi&ion 
iipon his Account. — Julietta replied, that {he 
tnew no Caufe for Affliction; neverthelei* 
{he continued to fly from all Company and 
Diverfion, and gave herfelf up entirely a Pxe£ 
to Sadnefs and Tears * her fixed Melancholy 
making fo great an Alteration in. her lovely 
Face, that {he no longer had any Refemblance 
of the once gay and beautiful julietta* ..-A 

Romeo never failed to make Ufe. of every 
Opportunity to write to her, always comfort* 
ing her in his Letters with Hopes of being 
foon together, and tenderly intreating her to 
moderate her Affliction, and become eafy and 
chearful as fhe was wont to be j but all was ia 
vain ; the Abfence of Romeo was the Caufe of 
her Unhappinefs, and till that was removed (he 
was incapable of receiving any Comfort. 

Her Mother at laft, fuppoung the Sadnefi of 
her Daughter proceeded from her Difcontent at 
feeing fo many of her young Companions 
niarried, while {he had no Hulband propofed 
to her, acquainted her Spoufe, the Lord Ca- 
$eM*t> with! her Sufpicions;.— " Our Daughr< 

; x toy. 



terv .&id Q^ does nothing but feh arid Hveep ; 
I have frequently afked her the Caufe of this 
immoderate Affliction ; (he anfwers me always 
in thefame Tone, that fhe knows of no 
Caufe ; yet every one in the .Houfe perceives 
her continual Melancholy ; certainly fome vio- 
lent Uneafinefs preys upon her Heart; and if 
(he is fuffered to go on thus, fhe will confume 
away infenfibly like Wax before the Fire : I 
have imagined a thoufand Reafons for this her 
Sorrow j but what fcems to me to be the moft 
probable is, that having fince laft Carnival; 
feen all her Companions become Wives, fhe is 
affii&ed.becaufe a Hufband has not yet been 
propofed to her; fhe will be eighteen Years of 
4ge St. Euphemias Day next, and in my O- 
pinion it is now Time we fhould procure hef 
a good and honourable Hufband, for a young 
Virgin h not Merchandize that will keep 
long in a-Houfe." 

% !' Since it is your Opinion, replied the 
hord Antonio ta his Wife, that this Melan- 
choly of our Daughter is caufed by her not 
having a Hufband propofed to her, I will en- 
deavour to procure one fin table to the Dignity 
of our Houfe ; but let it be your Care to find 
out whether her Affections are yet engaged, 
that I may propofe fuch a Match to her as 
may be agreeable to her Inclinations." 

Giovanni replied, that fhe would do all in 
her Power to fatisfy him in this Particular 5 
and accordingly fhe again queftioned all Ju- 
lieitas Attendants, and every other Perfon in 
the Houfe, who fhe thought Was likely to ! 
give her aniy Information ; but could difcover 
nothing. Some 
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Some Time after this, a Mattfc w*& f>tt*- 
pofed to Lord zfntonh, between the Voting 
Pfcw, Count of Lodrona, and his Daii^ter; 

Lord Antonio was extremely well prea&d 
*Wrth the Propofel, the Count hiring youn|,. 
handfome and very rich ; and defircd his LaJy 
to acquaint her Daughter with the advanta- 
geous Oftet that was made her. ■ . • - " 

Lady Giovanni did as fhe was dire&ed $ but 
Julittia received this News with futh -appa- 
rent Grief, that her Mother, after longfcrK 
deavourW ih vain to find put the Cafufe, ftid 
at raft, * By what I can underftand theft, my 
Daughter, you are not willing tt> be itittttta!.- 

"It is true, Madam, feplfcd Jvtim** I 
never intend to marry aijyonfc; and If you 
teve me, and h&ve any Regard for my Peace, 
you will not think of giving ftie a Huiban<l^ ,| 

* Will you be a Nun then, replied the 
Mother, in great Amazement ; teH the itfhgt 
are your Intentions ?" — " I Will riot beaNira* 
izLdJuKetta ; I know hot What I Would b^j 
but I long to be in my Grave.** 

Lady Giovanni, equally fufprifced arid of- 
fended at this Anfwef, was at a Lbfs wh&t'fo 
fey or do.— She again enquired of her Daugh- 
ter's Attendants if they knew the Caufe of%r 
extreme Melancholy.— They replied, tfet 
everfince herCoufin TtbbaldS De&th,ihehad 
Wholly abandoned htrfelf to Sorrow, was al- 
-ways in Tears, and* fought all Ctecaftons of 
being alone. 

• Giovanni relating all this to her HuMnd: 
He ordered JuKetta to be called* ahd, after 
fome little Jjifcoutfe with her, «< Daughter* 

laid 



&d Ue*yoinarfc now old enough to Ve married ; 
I have found a Huiband foryou, who is young, 
* handibme, noble and rich j it is the Count of 
Ledrona \ difpofe yourfelf therefore to coitiply 
with my Will in this Affair, fuch Matches 
.«*ff<3i but feldom." 

JuUtttft with more Spirit than became one 
of her Year*, replied boldly, that the would 
not marry* 

Her Father, greatly enraged, was ready to 
beat her y but checking hi* Fury a little, he 
contented himfelf with threatening her with 
the jnoft cruel £fie6te of his Dilpleafure, if 
ft* continued diibbedient,. and concluded with 
telling her, that whether fhe was willing or 
not (he muft prepare in a few Days to go With 
him, h*r Mother, and other Relations to 
Villa Franta, to meet the young County who 
would be there with a great Retinue on Pur- 
p&h to fee her \ adding, that if fhe made any 
Reply, or Refiftance, he, would break her 
Head, and make Jier the moft miferable Crea- 
ture that ever Was born* ; 

Julietta remained like one Thunder- (truck, 
at this cruel Language, and, not daring to re- 
ply, (he retired to her Chamber, and there 
wrote an Account of all that had pafled to 
Rm*o. 

In a (hort Time (he received an Anfwer 
from her beloved Huiband, who earneftly con- 
jured her not to afflict herfelf, but to depend 
upon the Promife he made her, to come foon 
to V*r0fw> and take her away privately to 
Mantm* ; 
* White 
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While flic waited the Effeft of thi^ Pxo* 
mife, the Day approached on which fhr. 
was to goto ViHa-Francai where her Father - 
had a fine Seat, Notwithftanding her great 
Reluctance, (he was obliged to go, ana the 
young Count of JLodrona> who Jirft faw her 
at Church, was fo ftruck with her Charms, 
though now a little impaired by her continual 
Grief, that he immediately concluded the 
Marriage Treaty with her Father ; who re- 
turned with Julietta to Verona. Here he in* 
formed her, that her Marriage with the Count 
was abfolutely refolved upon, exhorting hcj: 
to be chearful, and fubmit to his Will with a 
good Grace. 

Julietta made no Anfwer, but retired to 
her Chamber, in order to conceal her Afr 
fli&ion, being informed that her Nuptials 
with Count Paris were to be celebrated in a 
few Weeks. Not knowing what to do in this 
terrible Extremity, flie at Jaft refolved to go 
to Father Lorenzo, and confult with, him 
upon Means to avoid this detefted Hufband. 

Accordingly the next Saint's Day fhe 
went to her Mother's Chamber. " My dear 
Mother, faid fhe at her Entrance, I cannot 
imagine how this ftrange Melancholy has 
grown upon me, but ever fince the Death 
of my Couiin Tibbald I have been able to 
take no Pleafure in any Thing, and my De- 
jection encreafes every Day ; I think I will 
go on this bleffed Saint's Day to Confeffi- 
©n; perhaps I may receive fome Confola- 
lipA by that Means. What fay you, my 

fiveefc 



(Wget Mothfcr, are you pleafea* with this Pro- 
pbfitiort? Phalli go?" ■ •" 

Lady Giovanni, who was a very pious 
Woman, greatly approved of her Daughter's 
Intention, and went with her to the Church' 
of St. Francis \ where, ordering'Father Lo- 
renzo to he called, (he permitted JuKetta to ga 
into the Confeflionary, and being entered; 
<* My Father, faid the affli&ed Julietta* no 
one knows better than yourfelf, what has 
patted between Romeo and me* therefore it 
is needlefs to repeat it ; you have no doubt 
read the Letter, which I put into your Hand 
to be tent to him j in which I informed him, 
that my Father had promifed me to Paris, 
Count of Lodrona. Romeo writes to me, that 
he will fliortly come and take Meafures to 
prevent this ever happening ; but alas ! 
Heaven knows when he will perform his 
Promife; the Day of my Nuptials is now 
fixed j I fee no Way to avoid the hated Count,; 
who appears to mc as a Robber and Aflaflin. 
You know that I am the Wife of Romeo, and 
that I cannot be another's \ no, I will be my 
dear Romeo's eternally, this is my fixed Refo- 
folution; to you therefore I come for Ad- 
vice and Afliftance $ hear firft, however, what, 
I propofe. You mail, my dear Father, pro-; 
vide, me a Suit of Boys Cloaths, in which I 
will leave my Father's Houfe very early in the 
Morning, and thus difguifed travel to Man- > 
tua 9 and keep myfelf concealed in the Houfe 
of my dear Romeo, 9 * 

The Friar, who was not at all pleafed with 
this Propofition, replied — u My dear Daugh- 
ter, 
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ter, it is impomble tp execute* with Safety^ 
the Defign you have formed, the Dangers 
are tdo great ; you are very young, your Per* 
fon and Confttiution extremely dejicate; you 
could not endure the Fatigue of fuch a Journey; 
you have never been accuftomed t© walk* and 
not being acquainted with the Way, would 
wander here and there* without knowing 
whither to go : Your Father would no fooncr 
mifs you, than he would fend People to the 
City Gates, and. into all the Streets to find 
you, it would be impomble to efcape the 
Search. When you are brought back, will 
not your Father, by Threats, and perhaps 
Blows, force you to declare the Reafon of 
your Flight, difguifed like a Boy? and when 
he fhall underhand, that you was going to 
Ronteo, will not he effectually prevent your 
ever feeing him more ? 

Juliette^ acquiefcing in thefe Reafons of 
the good Father, replied, " Since you >d6 
not approve of what I have propofed* which 
I am now convinced is not practicable, give 
me your Advice what to do % teach meho# 
to untye this cruel Knot, by which, mifera* 
blc that Lam, I find myfelf bound ; affift me 
if poflible to get to my dear Romeo? for 
without him I can no longer live; but if you 
cannot do that, help me at leaft to the 
Means of keeping myfelf entirely his ; my 
Hufcand has told me of your Knowledge of 
JHerbs, and that you can chftil a Water which 
in two Hours time will fteal away Life* 
from the Perfon who takes it, without giving 
jny Pain.— Give me fuch a Quantity of.uhis 

Water* 
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Water, as will deliver me from this Count, 
and make me able to keep my Faith with 
Rome*-: If he loves me as I love him, he 
will rather fee me in the Arms 'of Death, than 
in tbofe of any other Berfon ; by helping rue 
to this quiet Death, yoa wilt deliver me and 
my Family from great Difgrace, for if I am 
driven to Defpair, and find no other Way to 
avoid the Miferies that wait me, I will cut 
my Throat in the Night, for I am determined 
to dye, rather than violate my Faith to JKa- 

Father £&m**, who was one of the 
greateft Chemifts in his Time, and was well 
acquainted with the Virtues of Herbs and 
Stones, among other wonderful Secrets he Was 
pofleft of, he had found out and competed with 
many fomniferous Simples a certain Pafte, 
which being reduced to Powder* and a frnall 
Quantity of it mixed with Water, would 
put the Perfon who drank it into a Sleep fo 
like Death, that the moft flalful Phyfician in 
the World might be deceived by it, holding 
them in this fweet Trance forty Hours or 
more, according to the Quantity of the Pow- 
der, or the Conftitution of the Patient. He 
underftanding, therefore* the fixed Determi- 
nation of the unhappy Julietta^ was fo moved 
wkh Compaffion, that it was with Difficulty 
hfc reftrained his Tears. 

w My Daughter, faid he, you muft not 
think of giving yourfelf Death, becaufe y6u 
may depend upon it there is no returning to 
J^ife, until the Day of utrivcrfal Judgment; 
when together, with aH the Dead) you fh^ 

be 
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be raifed again ; be patient, and refolve to lite 
as long as God pleafes, he gave you Life, he 
preferves it, and in his own good Time he 
will refume it Banifh thefe melancholy 
Thoughts from your Mind ; you are young* 
and ought to be fond of Life, tbat you may 
enjoy your Romeo ; do not doubt, but weihaU 
find a Remedy for the Evils you are afraid 
of — You fee in what great Credit and Re* 
putation I am in this roagniiicen City, 
fhould it be known that I was privy to your 
Marriage with' £007*0, what Difgrace wouJi 
it not bring upon me ! I will my dear DaugH* 
ter fo manage Matters, that, without draw- 
ing you into any Danger, you fliall preferye 
your Faith to Romeo \ but you muft be coura- 
gious and refolved, and pun&ually obferve aU 
my Directions. ' f 

He then related to her the extraordinary 
Virtues of the Powder before mentioned* a£ 
furing her that it had been often tried, and 
always found perfe£. " My Daughter, 
added he, this precious and valuable Powder, 
will, as I have faid, put you into fo found a#4 
quiet a Sleep, that if Galen^Hippocrates^Mefue^ 
Avicenna^ and all the Colleges of the moft ex- 
cellent Phyficians that are, or ever .WS£5> 
were to fee you, and feel your Pulfe, ftfeey 
would with one Voice declare you dea& 
When you have drank the Mixture you wift 
in a few Moments fall afleep ; at your ufual 
. Hour of fifing your Attendants will come to 
awake you, but not be able 5 and you being 
cold as Ice, without Pulfe,or any Signs of iUfi§* 
jour Parents, Relations^ and aU who fee yem 

will 
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will believe you to be dead, and you will be 
carried to the Monument of your Family, 
there you will quietly rcpofe the Night and 
Day: I will take care to difpatch a Meflen- 
ger to Romeoy and he and I will come the 
Night following th^t which you are interred 
to the Monument ; and when the Dofe is fully 
digefted, you will awake from this artificial 
Death as frefli and lovely as when you rife in 
a Morning from your Bed, after a quiet Reft ; 
we will then take you from the Monument, 
and you fhall return with Romeo fecretly to 
Mantua* and there remain concealed till the 
bieffed Peace I am meditating reconciles your 
twoHoufes; but I muft again repeat to you 
that Secrecyand Courage is abfolutely neceflary 
foi our Deiign, otherwife you will ruin both 
yourfelf and me." 

Julittta* who would have paffed through a 
glowing Furnace to get to Romeo* gave abfo- 
lute Credit to the Friar's Words, and replied, 
fcC Father, I will put myfelf entirely into your 
Hands, and perform whatever you require 
with the greateft Secrecy." 

The Friar then going to the Chamber, re- 
turned in a few Moments with a fufficient 
Quantity of thfc Powder ; which he directed her 
to mix in a Glafs of Water. Julietta* with 
many Thanks, received it, and put it into a 
Purie, which fhe carefully concealed in her 
Bofom. 

The Friar, who could with Difficulty be- 
lieve fo young a Creature had Fortitude enough 
to fuffer herfelf to be interred living in a Sepul- 
chre with putrefied Carcaftb, faid to her : 

. : «But 
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"But my Daughter, tellmefincerrfy, d» 
you not tremble at the Thoughts of being in- 
tombed amongft mouldering Bodies ; whert 
alfo theCorfe of your Coufin Tibbald % newly 
flain, is interred ?" 

" Father, replied the determined Julietta, 46 
not trouble yourfelf about my Fears 5 if I 
thought I fhould find my Rtaneo by paffing 
through the Midft of infernal Flames, I would 
without trembling dare the everlafting Fires." ' 

" In the Name of God then, faidthe Friar> 
go on with your Enterprise." Then taking 
leave of her, he went back to his Chamber, 
and Julietta joined her Mother, who was 
waking fbr her in the Church ; and as foon as 
they were at home, "Certainly, my dear 
Mother, faid Julietta, Father Lorenzo is a moft 
holy Man; he has comforted me fo much by hi* 
pious Difcourfe, that the terrible Melancholy 
I have fo long laboured under, begins already 
to abate of its Force." 

Lady Giovanni) who already perceived an 
agreeable Change in the Countenance of her 
Daughter, was extremely pleafed, and thanked 
God and the good Friar for it a thoufand 
Times; telling her Hufband they ought, in 
Gratitude for fuch a Service from Friar la- 
renzoj to make a prefent to his Moniaftery. 
, Julietta** Chearfulnefs perfuading both Her 
Father and Mother that there was no Caufe for 
the Sufpicion they had entertained of her be- 
ing fecredy in Love, they began td repent they 
had entered into fuch ftri£t Engagement^ with 
the Count of Ltdrona, becaufe the extreme 
Youth of their Daughter made them willing td 

keep 



fceepAer unmarried two or three Years longer; 
but the Match having been concluded upon on 
both Sides, they could not break it off without 
great Scandal. 

The Night before the Day on which the 
Nuptials were to be celebrated, Juliette^ who 
fraught every Moment a Year till fhe drank 
the Potion, mixed it with fome Water in a 
Phial, and placed it fecretly at her Bed's 
Head ? the Nurfe who lay with her, falling 
^fleep foon after fhe was in Bed. 

lutietta, who could not take any Repofe, 
"the Night in various and affecting 
jhts ; the Dawn approaching, put her 
in Mind that it was Time to drink the Potion $ 
when the Image of Tibhald, dead as fhe had 
lately feen him, with the Blood flowing from 
his ,W ound* rofe to her Imagination, and re- 
Stewing that fhe would foon be indofed in a 
daik Monument amidft fo many dead Bodies 
and mouldering Bones, htr Blood how in her 
Veins, a cold bweat hung upon ail her Limbs, 
and flie began to tremble like a Leaf fliaken 
blithe Winds.— "Alas ! fcid &e> fbftly figh- 
ing, what am I going to do ? Where (hall I luf- 
for myfeli* to be carried I If I ihould awake be- 
fore the Friar and Rome* come to take me out 
of the Monument, whart will become of me* 
Bowfhall I be able to endure the Stench of the 
dead 'Body of TiHald I I, who cannot fuffer any 
difagrecaWe Smell to approach me I who knows 
hsxto many Serpents and horrid Worms there 
may be in that Sepulchre ! Creatures I fe much 
fear and abhor $ and if I am terrified only at the 
Sight of them, how fhall I endure to have 

them 
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themiHnging and crawling abeut mefAow 
often have I heard horrid Stories related trf 
dreadful Things which happen in the Night 
in Churches and Churchyards V* 

Thefc, and many more Thoughts of the 
like Nature, fo tormented her Imagination, 
that (be began to deliberate : with herfelf whe- 
ther Che fhould not throw away that terrible 
Potion. 

Continuing thus irrefolute a long Time, 
her fervent Love for Ronrnzt laft got the bet- 
ter of her Fears, and the Day- how (hming 
through her Window, jhe took the Phial from 
her Pillow, and couragioufly drank ; off the Li- 
quor, which, in a few Moments, produc- 
ing its uiual Effects, (he felHn a profound 
Sleep. 

HerNurfe, who had been fenfible (he*; had 
flept but little in the Night, thinking (he 
was now repofing, rofe foftly for Fear of 4i* 
fturbing her, and went about her ufual Bufi- 
nefs; and when it was Time to awake her, 
(he returned to her Chamber, . ikying a& (he 
entered, "Up, up you Slug-a-bed, its Time 
to rife;" then opening (the Window, and-per* 
ceiving Jutietta did not yet move, foe ap- 
proached the Bed, crying c< Rife, rife you 
lazy ones;" but the good .old Woman was 
calling to the Deaf ; — then raifing her Voice, 
(he called her aloud, (baking her to. diffipate 
her Sleep; but all her vital Faculties were (b 
bound up, that the loudeft and moft horrible 
Thunders would, not have been able to awake 
her. , j 

The poor old Woman believing her now 
i to be certainly dead, burft into Tears and 

Complaints, 
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Co#pkt«t9, and went to acquaint the unhap- 
py Mother with the News, who, flying with 
diftra&*d Pace to J*Uttta*z Chamber, and be- 
holding her ftretched breathlefs upon the Bed, 
fte filed the Air with dreadful Shrieks, utter- 
ing &ch moving Exprdfions of Sorrow as 
might have foftened the Rage of Tygers them- 
ieives. The Tears and Groans of the Nurfe, 
and piercing Cries of the wretched Mother* 
brought all the Family to the Chamber, and 
among the reft the Lord Antonio^.vAio ap- 
^roHChing; the Bed, and finding his Daughter 
without oenfeor Motion, and cold as Ice, A- 
ftonHhmerit and Grief made him for ibme Mo- 
ments immoveable as a Statue. 

The fad News being fpread through the Ci- 
ty, all the Relations and Friends of the Fami- 
ly haftened to Lord Antonio* Houfe, and filled 
it with Tears and Lamentations ; the moft fa- 
mous Phyflcians were immediately fent for ; 
but all their Art proved ineffe&ual, and they 
declared (he was abfolutely dead, 
: At this cruel Confirmation of their Fears, 
their Weepings and Lamentations redoubled ; 
the whole City tootk Part in the Grief of this 
Family, and every one bewailed the unexpe&r 
.*. cd Death of the young and beautiful Juliette* 
But what Words can exprefs the deep Di- 
j&efi, the Wild Aifii&ion of the wretched Mo- 
ther ! deaf to all the Confolatioft that was of- 
fered to her, flie gave a Loofe to Defpair: 
Now irt tile wild Agony of Grief fhe tore her 
ifair, and fhrieking, pierced the Skies with 
her Complaints $ now finking under the Load 
of unutterable Sorrow* with Eyes ftreaming 
Vol, L £ with 
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with Tears, and Sighs which Teemed to {b^c 
hertrtiole Frame, lhe filently bewailetf Keif 
Lofs ; three Times fhe threw herfelf upon the 
Bed, and clafping the cold julietta to her foh- 
bing Bofom, fell breathlefs on the Body, and 
was with Difficulty brought back to Life. n 

Lord Antonio j who had tenderly loved his 
Daughter, was no lefs affli&ed for her Death, 
than his Wife ; but ftrove with manly Forti- 
tude to conceal his Anguifh in his own Breaft 
in order to quiet tier's. 

In the mean Time, Father Lorenzo wrote to 
Romeo att that had pafled between him and j$^j 
Uetta'y he defired him to come the next Nighty 
difguifed, to Verona^ and affift him in taking 
his Wife from the Tomb, and carry her with 
him to Mantua. 

This Letter he gave to a faithful Brother 
of the Order, ftrictly charging him to haftsn 
with it to Mantua ^ and give it to Romeo Mon^ { 
tecchioj and no other Penon whatever. }" 

The Friar accordingly departed for Mantua; 
and arriving there in good Time, alighted a^ 
the Convent of St. Francis, with an Intention 
to defire the Superior to let one of the Brothers 
accompany him into the City, where he haxj 
fome Bufinefs to tranfa£fc. ^ 

It happened, that a Friar of tJiat Ciotifv 
vent was juft then dead; and becaufe it Was F 
fufpecled, from fome Marks on his Body, that 
he died of the Plague, the Deputies pf Health, 
the fame Moment that the Veronefe Friar ar- 
rived, came to the Superior, with OrdefSj v 
from the Lord of the City, that he fhouW lit* 
fiifter any one belonging to his Convent tofttir l 
* ' ' 'but 
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. qpon any Occafion whatever* for fear of 
Spreading the Contagion, 

The Veronefe Friar, in vain reprefented C6 
^he Deputies, that he was but juft arrived 
from Verona* and had not yet fpoke with any 
J?erfon in the Convent j they obliged him to 
remain (hut up with the other Friers, by 
tvhfch Means he could not deliver the Letter 
to Romeo himfelf, and would not, according 
to his Orders, fend it by any other Perfon. 

3 "VyhiIe this parted at Mantua, in Verona 
&^;were making great Preparations for the 
Fuperjil .Obfequies of Julietta, which, agreea- 
bly to the Cuftom of the Place, were to be 
performed the Day on which (he died. 

Pietroj the faithful Confident of Romeo 9 be'mg 
then Zt Verona, and hearing that Julietta was 
de^J, was almoft out of his Wits for Grief; 
atjS|ft he jvas for going, directly to Mantua* 
but upon Reflexion he jrefolved to ftaytill fhe 
was bufied, that he might be able to fay to his 
liiatter, he had really Sen her dead, Julietta 
tJjen was carried with great Pomp to the Mo- 
riuineht of the Capelktti Y amidft the Sighs and 
Tears of all the Inhabitants of Verona. Pietro. 
ai ihis Sight was Co |oft in Affliction, re- 
flecting how ardently {he was beloved by his 
IviaSer, that he never thought of going to 
Father Lorenzo to confult with him, as he was 
ac^uftorried ; but, having feen Julietta en- 
tombed, he mounted his Horfe, and roJe 
harjj, till he got to Villa-Franca, where he 
flppjt to refrefh himfelf, and after a fhort Sleep, 
rifinfL two Hours before Day, he remounted 
his t fJorfc, and reached Mantua at Sun-rife. 

i,-tv E 2 Romeo 
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Romeo was ftiU in Bed, when he, entered 
his Chamber; and poor Pietroytzs (o much 
affedted with the fad News he brought^ that 
for fonie Moments he was unable to utter a 
Word ; but his Sighs, and the Tears which 
ran down in great Abundance from his Eyes, 
perfuaded his Mafter, that forae ill Accident 
had happened, though he was far from guef- 
fing at the real one y yet with fbme Impati- 
ence, he aflced him, u If his Father, and 
all his Friends at Verona were well" " Sneak," 
added he, beginning to be more alarmed , find** 
ingheftirkontinued filent and weeping, "Keep 
me no longer in Sufpence, but tell me what 
is the Caufeof that Affli&ion I fee yon in." 

Piitr* with a faultering Voice, then . told 
him, that Julietta was dead, that he had fqea 
her laid in the Monument of the Capelkttiy?$\& 
that it was reported in Verona* that <3$ef 
was the Caufe of her Death* ; , 

Romeo* ftruck as with a ThuncWtyoIt 
at this dreadful News, remained for fome 
Time in a fpeechlefs Agony of Grief; ftyen 
furioufly fpringing out of h}s Bed, u Ah 
Traitor! cried he aloud, cruel, perfidious 
and ingrateful Romeo* it was not;, Sorrow that 
killed thy Wife, Grief Is ,not fo^ qujck a 
Murderer! Ah! no, it was thy Cruelty 'that 
killed her: Did ihe not tell thee in her Letters, 
flie would dye rath °r than be the Wife ofany 
other, and earncftly entreat thee to come, 
and take her from her Father's Houfe^. and 
thou, unworthy lingering Lover, anmfed ? her 
with vain Promifes, but Had not ReTolu|ion 
enough to perform them, and doft thou how 

ftand 
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ftand idly weeping,and Julietta dead! — Oh my 
- *Jtaiefta\ cried he, raifing his Voice, art 
thou dead, and do Hive! — Ah Wreteh? how 
often have I told her, that I could not Jive 
Without her, and yet I live, I breathe, and (he 
is dead \— Where is (he, added he, gass- 
ing wildly round the Room, is (he not here, 
here hovering about me, expecting me to fol- 
low her ! — Hark} fhe calls me; behold, (he 
/ays, hehold me here, deceitful Lover and un- 
faithful Hufband. Oh pardon me ! my deareft 
Wife j I own my Guilt, and (ince Grief is 
jnat powerful enough to deprive me of Life* 
';■' Mf own Hand (hall perform that Office, and 
<do what Grief is not able to do."— -This faid, 
he fuddenly fnatched his Sword from the Head , 
of his Bed and turned the Point of it to his 
' Bofom ; but Piitro fpringing haftily to him 
pu(hed the Sword out of his Hand, endeavour- 
' ing by all the foft Perflations he was Mafter 
of to prevail upon him to change bis dread- 
Ful Purpofe. 

Rotmo, overwhelmed with unutterable An- 

: guifh, ftood filent and motionlefs all the 

Time he was (peaking, refembling more a 

Marble Statue than a living Man $ at laft the 

' iftubborn Sorrow found a vent, and his Eyes, 

' at once unlocking all their Springs, poured out 

a River of Tears. 

' Though the Frenzy of his Sorrow was by 
this Means fomewhat allayed, yet Defpair had 
taken fuch Poffeflion of his Soul, that he was 
fixed in his Refolution not to live, but care- 
fully concealing his Defign, left he (houM 
be prevented from executing it, Be charged 
E 3 Pittr* 
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Pietro 7 with a diffembled Cafrnnefs in hisJ 
land Voice, not to mention the Death of his 
Wife, and the fatal Error he had like to have 
been guilty of, to any Perfon whatever, hut to 
mount a frefli Horfe, and fet out immediately 
For Verona^ whither he would follow him--' 'Xe* 
not my Father know, continued he, that j 
am coming, but provide me fome Inftruments 
for opening the Sepulchre, where my yulietta 
is interred, and wait for me at the Out- 
Houfe behind our Garden; I will- nieet 
~you there, and we will go together to trfc 
Monument of the CapelUtti^ for I muff ofic^ 
more have a Sight of my deareft Wife, pale 
and cold as (he now lies in Death, then early 
in the Morning I will return to Mantua* 
and you may follow a little Time after*" 
Pietre, not fufpe&ing his Intention, departed 
immediately to perform his Commiffion, arap 
Romeo > as foon as he was gone,- wrote a Lefle^r 
to his Father, in which he entreated hf? 
Pardon for having married without aflririjg nls 
Confent, and related at large his Love for Ju&r 
£tta 9 their Marriage, and the fatal Conferen- 
ces ; he conjured him alfo, fmztjulietta had 
. been his Daughter to have perpetual Mafias 
faid fbr her Soul, and in order to reward .tjic 
Fidelity of his Servant Pittro, he defired that 
" a handfome Provifion might be made for him 
out of the Eftate which -had been bequeathed 
him by an Aunt lately deceafed, and fince hie 
had yet received no Part of it, he ordered the 
firft Rents to be given to the Poor; having de- 
clared this to be nis laft Will, he earneftly ei^y- 
treated his Father, to fulfil it in every particu- 
lar jthen clofing the Letter,he fealed it, and put 
1 " ' 'k 



^I^KJsBbfom. This done, he gave Orders to 
liavi a Horie made ready, and, telling his Scr* 
Vfcftts be would return the next Day, he put' 
dnthe Habit of a German Soldier, and, taking 
i^ Wm a Phial full of Mortal Poifgn* be 
tftounted his Horfe, and took the Road to 
VeYifia. Having rode pretty faft, he arrived 
there in the Evening, and went to the Houfe 
where he had appointed to meet PietrQ % 
who having provided every Thing that he had 
t>eeft commanded, they went together at four 
irCldjck in the Morning to the Churchyard, 
#Hich tirai ih theCitadel, and got to the Monu- 
hrehtof^thi Capelletti without being difcovered. 
V The Vault being opened,without much Dif- 
ficulty, with the Inftruments they had brought 
with them, they propt up the Top with Poles> 
bud Romeo taking a dark Lanthorh, which 
JPiV/to had alfo provided, he defcended into 
^e Vault: Here he beheld his Wife dead as 
flie appeared, and ftretched out upon her Bier. 
Romeo at this Sight fell fainting upon her 
Bfeaft, and continued for fome Moments in a 
Death more real than hers 5 recovering at laft 
tb a painful Senfe of agonizing Woe, be took 
Ills Wife in his Arms, and holding hqr t clofe 
^reftto'his Bofom, bathed her cold Face with 
ms Tears, which flowed in fuch Abundance, 
that for a long Time he was not able to utter 
'k Wofcl 5 but when he recovered the Ufe of 
Speech, he broke into fuch moving Com* 
plaints, as might have foftened the fierceft an<ji 
icribft impenetrable Souls to Compaflioa, Con 7 
tiriuihg ftifl fixed in his RefolutioRto ! dye? H e 
ibbk the Phial out of his Pocket, and drank off 
die fatal Draught in a Moment, then afcend- 
E 4 ing 
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ihg a few Steps, he called to Pietro 9 y/bq jpap. 
jftan^ing in a Corner of the Chiych-yard.Trr 
4t PietrO) faid he, when he approached, jbehojcj 
here my Wife, how much I did and do \pyp* 
her, thou partly knoweftj thou knowe$ ?l(o t 
that it is as much impoffible for iric tq Iiy$ 
without her, as it is for ^ Body to Jive with- 
out a Soul ; 1 therefore brougnt wjth me. % 
Poifon, which in lefs than half $n Jfou/r 

frocures a certain Death $ this I h#ve gfed- 
y drank this Moment, that dying jy&x 
her, ^vhom in Life I' fo paffionaiely j^orejd* 
I may remain with her dead, fince n>y cruel 
Deftiny would not permit us to live together.-- 
See, there is the Phial, which I have emptied, 
it was given me thou may'ft remember by a 
Mountebank in Mantua^ who came from 
Spol(ita> and brought with him living A/pifJc§ 
and other Serpents, the Water it contained 
was diftilled from, thofe Creatures £n$ od^£ 
Serpents, God of his infinite Mercy pardon nj* T 
fhis Act, fince I did not deftrpy myfelf to. offend ' 
him, but becaufe it was not poflxfyle for me t$ 
jive without rny deareft Wife. .7-Thin^ nol^ . 
PieifQ; added he* wiping aw$y the.Te^rs t$j$$ 
flowed from his feyes, while he w$fc fpcaifeiqgi v * 
think not becaufe thoH feeft me weep, th& |* 
lament my Peath at thefe early Ye^rs. Wp* 
iny weeping proceeds froj# the Angujfl^ f 
feel for the untirnely Deat)i of her, \pho iya$ 
\vorthy of $ much longpr, and mucjj g^pre 
happy Life. Here, faid he, pulling out $3 
Letter, give this to Vfiy Father, it contain* 
£ome particular Requefts, which I h^ve defire4 
^im to perform after my De#h> & Vfdl con- 



ccrning my Interment in this Monument, 
as my Servants - in Mantua, and you ir> 
particular: I am perfuaded my Father will, 
faithfully execute all I have required in this, 
tetter— Farewel — I can no more— I feel al- 
ready the Approach of Death — The powerful* 
Poifon wanders through all my Limbs, ancT 
will fhortly enter the laft Retreat of Life — I 
ihair expire in half an Hour — Take away the 
Props from the Vault, and leave me to breathe 
my Laft in the Bofom of my adored Wife/' 

Pjetroy at thefe Words of his Mafter, feemed 
to feel his Heart tore from his Breaft ; fuch was 
the Excefs of his Sorrow : Fain he would have 
done fomething to affift him, but it was now 
iri vain ; there was ho Remedy for that fatal 
Poifon. 

Romeoy defcending again, took Juliette m 
his Arms, and after calling Putro to clofe up 
the Vault, fixed his dying Lips on the Mouth 
ofhis Wife, and holding her faft folded to his 
Breaft, waited for Death in that Poflure r 

JuKetta, who had how digefted the fteepirig 
Powder, began to awake, and*her Senfes, per- 
fectly returning, feeling herfelf faft embraced, 
fhe fufpecled the Friar was going to carry her 
tttflfsCeH with fome impure I>efign. Pofieft 
With' ttiis Thought, "Ah! Father Lorenzo, 
fafcffhe, is this the Fidelity you owe to Ro- 
meo? Do you thus abufe the Truft he repofea 
in you ?" Endeavouring then to free herfelf 
from thofe fufpefted Embraces, and opening 
her Eyes at the fame Time, fee fawand knew 
B 5 her 



her Rome*) though difguifed in the&a&t£>fa 
Germ* Soldier. . • <m 

^ And are you here my Love* fin4 &e? 
Wh^rc is Father Lormze? Why donVyw 
jta|ce^ me out of this Monument ? Hafte* lefcu* 
go, I befeech you/' >. vm&J\ 

,&*?/*, whea he faw her open ■hei^ Eyes, 
and heard her fpeak, was fenfible imrnedw^fiy 
that {be was really alive, and feeling in the 
fame Moment an Excels of Joy and Sorrow 
he drained her eagerly to his Bofom, an4 
Weeping, cried, " Oh Life of my Life* an4 
by far the deareft Part of me, what M#& 
ever felt the extatic Joy I feel this IdAans, 
which brings me the full Confirmation] that 
thou art not dead butalive>and well in my Arms: 
JSut Oh! was ever Anguifb equal to mine? 
at the fame Time, fince this happy, this mi* 
ferable Moment, I- feel myfelf going to be t<»p 
from thee by Death ; now when Life would be 
npoft welcome to me; a quarter of an. Hour 
is all the Time I qan poflibly live : Was ther* 
ever, Oh cruel Heaven ! an Obje£t at one and 
the lame Moment, fo exquifitely happy and 
lb tranfcendantly raiferable : How can I <k> 
btherwife than rejoice, my fweeteft, my moft 
lovely r Wife, when I behold you living;* whofe 
fudden and unexpected Death I have fo &$efe 
Jy wept ', but Oh my Sorrow is alfo extreme 
that now, when Life would be dear to me^ 
fince* in pofleffing you, I have all for which I 
with ttvlive* now to be torn from you ! How 
ieyere, how beyond Meafure cruel, is my 

j&ftiny!" :.■>'?;!. 



~ JistiHtkhtertog Rmu* (&*k \ri this IWin- 
nc^ being now quite awakened, replied^ 
, *^What Wbfds arfc thfefc you fjseak to me f 
my deareft Lord ; is this all thfe Comfort you 
ttiftjiidr forgive me ; afcd did you come from 
Mantua to bring me this fatal NeWs ? ' 
J* Romtd thety in a few Words, tellulg her 
*i4»at*hg had done, and the Caufe of it— 
•^AJias £ alas ! cried the mnerabte Julietta, 
*hat do I hear!*— Oh what isit you tell me!— 
By what I underftand then,Father Lorenzo did 
tiot write you an Accouht of the Meafures he 
Awi I had taken, though he pro mi fed noie 
Aifhfally to do fo. ,, 

* hli I$&£juli*tta 9 > weeping, fighrng, and blt- 
&rfy complaining, amidft interrupting burfts 
of Sorrow, recounted all that the Friar and flie 
had done to avoid being married to the young 
Nobleman her Father had provided for her. 
~ *' Atmeo, hearing this, felt his Grief and Ago- 
ny Vedoubled; and fcrbile Jultttta with ; Heart- 
pteifcing Groans lamented their unhappy Fate, 
calling the Heavens, the Stars, and all the. 
Elements mofl cruel and unmerciful, heir dying 
HuCband, obfetving the Corpfe otTibbald lying 
Snea* h*m, turned towards it— 

:^OH7?iy/, faid he, if in thy prfefeht 
State thou art capable of knowing any Thing, 
th^U'muft know that I fought hot to offend 
th@e ; bit that my Intention, by mixing in the 
Combat, was to perfuade thy Party to retire, 
and mine to lay dowh their Arms j but thou, 
poflefTed by long hereditary Hatred againft me, 
aflaulted me cruelly with molt untameable Kl ai- 
Hcej then lofing all Patience, I fcotned to 
E 6 move 
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tuiy (flag? me k|U tb^e: New tjiwi *£c tM» 
P^cdqn for ^t Qflegc$ $ fa muc^ (be greats* 
a$ tjic^ wcrt then b^om^ my Kininan by my 
WjW la gS w »tb thy CpHftn; JftKou iltgrcfli 
Vengeanoe a$ me, heboid the fafii Co*}*!* 
^y^nc^ of thy Death j could'ft thoi* x^iib for 
a m^ore complect Reyeoge tha^ tjiat thy. Mui% 
derer flioutd here in ttynBrefence come togftfe 
himfelf a voluntary Deafly and tying, fcefe* 
jGorn^r of thy SepulcWto retain im«n^4h^. 
£de thee s fo tha^thjCHio h in Li,fp we were£iw- ' 
rnies, yet in Peath op$ Grave may hold ^ 
peaceably together/* 1. ?<v 

Bietro* At this piteous Difonvrie C|f th§ dur- 
ing Hu(band, and the piercing Cri^^ad t>iu» 
yomplaints of the wretched Wtfe^ ftoqdl mo- 
tionlefs with Horror andGfief, al^Qftdou^ 
ing i( the meJancholy S^cene he bfbeld w. 
real i and not knowing what to (iyr or do, re?- 
malncd feed lilfe y Statue op tha Snie of the 
J^pnjiment. . vt 

'' " Oh, Romso^ (aid tlpe ex^fit^y^iftrcffi^ 
Jyfo{ta* finceit isnptthe W-i\t o£ Qod tba$ 
%ye {hould live, together, I may at leaft be pel* 
mitted to remain with yoy here \ foi; Oh i b* 
ajfv^e^lwill J?/ever, never forfal^you." 

'Romeo then taking her in his A* &¥> begM 
^ith the gen^ft w& mpftte^if SooJ&i#a$tfr 
caj^ hei; Sorrow,, an4 perfMa/Je ber ^ H^f» 
telling her fye cqulc) nqt die ua Pfacs* u^leftivt 

wjhole be was fpeaklng^be (elt, his Sti^gtb fefc* 
fcl^e fyoi b^JtXroqtf, his $yft.gj$ur4ita*4A 
a|l'the?<fc*^ to* 

he 






**#as r^fonge* ^>te« tJpr ftahd, but 
^OTielf gently firtk on the Ground, and lool£ 
ingpite^ifly in theFace of his afflicted Wife, . 
M Alasifaid he, my Love,— I am dying. •' * 
jr Efiar X«r<«%<7, who, for what Reafon js 
tttikno wn, was not willing to take yuHetta out 
ipf the Monument, and carry her to his Cham-* 
hex lihe Night fte w$s interred, the following 
JNigtit finding Romeo did not appear, accom- 
panied by a faithful Brother of the Order, he 
^ame to the Monument with Inftruments to 
fercak open- the Vault, and arrived there the 
Jiun$ Moment that Romeo funk down upoft 
the Earth, and feeing it already opened, and 
fiutr* flandiog by it, he afked him where Ro- 

Julietta hearing the Voice, and knowing it 
{o be the Friar's, railing her Head, and weep- 
ing, feid, c * Heaven pardon you» how weft 
yov, fen t the Letter to Rmrno jr ' 
^ **Ifent it, replied he, by Friar 4nfetm** 
W*$h whom, you are acquainted; wherefore 
*h$n do you fpeak to me in this Manner ? v 

** t Defend, replied JuHetta^ (redoubling her 
3ta0 aadfce*" 

> The Friar going down, immediately per* 
reived Rmto 5 retched out, having yet fome 
jfagH Remainder of Life; u Oh, my Son t 
Qb> &W& / c*ie<J he, what does this mean?" 

Jbm<l> opeoieg kb langnifhing Eyes, and 
Ippv^ing the Friar, with Tears which ran fafr 
4ew& bis d^ing Cheeks, cecommended Ju~ 
hgtta to. bj^ Care, and devoudy afkei Pardon 
<rf God- ^nd, hk» for ch$ Offence he had beert 
giiUty of i* hiAeaing his iiwa Death; ' x ' 
? It 
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1 K Itwas with great Difficulty the unfcapffy fcfc^ 
ver pronounced thefe laft Words, which, °i# 
foon as he had finifhed, he expired^-%/?^^ 
fhrieking aloud, and calling many Times oil 
the Name of her loved Huiband, opprefled at 
laft with agonizing Grief, fell fainting; on :fc?s 
Body, and continued fo long in that State of 
Infenfibility, that the two Friars and Ptetrii 
, who were bufied in giving her all the Aflifbmce 
they were able, thought fhe was dead : Re- 
covering; however to a painful Senfe of Woe, 
fibe wildy wrung her Hands, tore Off her Ffcir* 
atid bathed the lifelefs Body with her Tears'j 
then clafping him to her throbbing Bofom— * 
* c Oh thou loved Center of all my Wifcesi 
faid fhe, my dear, my only Lord, once the 
fole Blifs of my Life, now, ah ! now my on- 
ly Mifery ! — How art thou cut off *in the 
Spring of Youth, and early Bloom of Beau- 
ty ! — -Thou, at a Time when all are fbndeft 
of Life, -haft willingly fhortened thy Couffej 
and me, me, the unhappy Qiufe ! — Yes, triy 
deareft Lord, thou didft come to finifh thy 
Days in the Arms of her, who* in Life, thott 
hadft loved moft, and who loved thee above alt 
earthly Things— Hither thou didft come to 
breathe thy laft Sighs, and to be interred 
near me j not fufpeSing thefe bitter Te*h 
would have bewailed thee dead— Where art 
thou now, my Love ?— Art thou not ftiil with 
me ? — I know thou art — Thou can'ft not ft*? 
iii a Placewhere I am not — Thy dear Spirit ftill 
wanders about me — I fee— I hear thee — Thoii 
wondereft at my long Stay— Fear not, mjf 
dcafeft Lord, but I will ^llow tfiet: Tfc4 

moft 



mpftp^ii>ful Death that could be inflicted on 
me would npt equal the Torments of living 
Without theey— I came then, I come, my 
only Love — Stay one Moment for me; that 
my freed Soul may. mount with thine, and be 
with thee for ever." 

The two Friars and Pietro y wholly fubdued 
ty. Grief, wept exceffively at this difmal 
Scene ;• yet they ufed their utmoft Endeavours 
to comfort her, but all in vain. 
. "My Daughter,, faid Father Lorenzo* what 
is done cannot now be undone: If Tears 
could recal thy Romeo ta Life, ours fhauld 
flow as fad as thine ; but there is no Remedy 
for what is paft ; comfort thyfelf then and rc- 
folvetolivej and if thou art not willing to 
return to thy Father's Houfe, I will place thee 
in a holy Monaftery, where thou may'ft fpend 
the Remainder of thy Life in ferving God, 
and praying for the Soul of Romeo." 

Julietta, whpie Thoughts were wholly 
fwallowed up in the black eit Defpair, heard 
with gloomy Silence all the Friar had been 
faying, and, obftinately bent on Death, col- 
k&ing her whole Force of Grief, and vio- 
lently reftraining all the Powers of Life, fhe 
expired, holding her Romeo fail locked in her 
Arms. 

v While .the two Friars and Pittwc were 
endeavouring, to recover her, Come Soldiers 
paging that way by Chance, alarmed by the 
light they faw in the Monument, ran haftily 
thither; being informed of what had happened 
to- the unfortunate Lovers, they left the; 
Friars under a good Guard, and took P'utra 
■;:.-. 3 ^ong 
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along with. tl\em to the Prince, to whom he 
minutely related their whole Hiftory. 

The Morn heing now come, the whole Ci- 
ty was filled with Gtief ani ConftemaHoa it 
this melancholy Adventure ; the People-rat* in* 
Crouds to the Monument of the Cafelletti j 
and the Prince being refolved that one Grave 
fliculd hold the faithful Lovers, their Funeral 
Obfequies were performed with great Pomp 
by the two diftrefled Families of the Montecchi 
and CapeUettiy between whom there was after- 
wards a tranfient Peace. The Friar and P/V- 
tro were pardoned, and the Father of Romeo^ 
in every Particular, fulfilled the dying Re-! 
quefts of his beloved Son. # ^ 




Observa- 
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Observations ** /fc l#J Shakefpear hat 
made of the forcing Nwd in kif Tragedy of 



ON the Incident* in the foregoing Novel, 
Shaiefpear has formed the Fable of bisRo- 
puo and Juliet, one of the moft regular of all 
his Tragedies. How clofely he has followed the 
§tory may be partly feen by this Tranflation, 
which is literal frpm the Original Italian of 
Bandelloi yet I think it will not be difficult to 
prove, or at leaft to make it appear highly pro* 
babie,that he never £»w, and did not undcrftand 
the Original, but copied from a French Tran- 
flation extant in his Time ; or, what is equally 
probable, from w Englijh Tranflation of that 
French one, both very bad, in foine Places 
rather parashrafed than tranflated ; in others, 
the Author s Senfe abfolutely miftaken, many 
Circurnftaqjjgfs injudiciously added, and many 
more altered for the worfe, or wholly omitted. 
The Story of Romeo and Juliet may be found 
tranflated in a Book, entituled, Htftoiret Tra~ 
- gifues extrai&es des Oeuvres de Banded printed 
in Paris, in the Year J57i> feven Years after 
$bakefpear was born. A literal Tranflation of 

this 
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this Story, from the French^ is in the ftcotia 
Tome of the Palace of Pieafure, printed zt 
London in the Year 15671 which is a Col- 
lodion of Novels, tranflated into iinglijb by 
William Painter, from feveral Greeks Latin % 
Spanijb and Italian Authors (as the Titfe; 
Page fays) but fome of them are taken frcim 
Tranflations of thole Authdrs into French, 6? 
which Romeo and Juliet is one. 

HzAShakefpear ever feen the original NoVe^ 
mBandelk, he would have been fen fible that! 
the Tranflation of it is extremely bad : Thar 
he did not fee it, muft be owing to nothiti^ 
elfe than his not underftanding Itafiah ;' fot' 
can it be fuppofed, that having refolved tS 
write a Tragedy upon the Subject of an Italic 
an Story, he would rather chufe to copy from 
a bad Tranflation of "that Story, than foHo^l 
the Original. - ^ 

This Suppofttion would be as abfurd '&ttj&" 
imagine a Man would flake his Thirff wfch 
the muddy Waters of a polluted Stream, whfeh r 
the clear Spring, from whence it HTues, is with- 
in his Reach. That Shake/pear confulted the 
Tranflator, appears from his having followed 
him in all the Alterations he has made in the 
Original; fome few of which I (hall take rro- ' 
tice of* and fliew that in fome Places he has 
not only taken Circumftances from the TranfV 
lator, but alfo made Ufe of his Thoughts and 
Expreffions. 

In Bandello the Lovers pafs the Night af- 
ter thetr Nuptials in the Garden 5 the Tranf- 
lator makes Romeo afcend the Chamber of* 

Juliettay 
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Julietta, in which Ije Is followed by Sbake- 
fpar* ^ 

The Translation makes them both com- 
plain of the Tedioufnefa of the Day, wiffi the 
Sun to, haften his Courfe, or that they were 
able to add Wings to his Speed ; Bandello is 
filent upon the Subject, but Shake/pear puts al- 
moft the fame Words in the Mouth of %- 
liet. \ 

The Tranflator makes Juliet^ upon hearing 
that her Coufin is (lain by Romeo, break into 
Cornplaints and Reproaches againft her Huf- 
band*~ and after (he has for fome Time given a 
Loofe to her Refentment, her returning Ten- 
dernefs for Romeo forces her to repent of the 
injurious Words which, in the firft Emotions- 
of her Grief and Rage, {he had uttered againft 
hjjp ; fhe condemns he/felf for her too hafly 
Cenfure, and begs Pardon of the aBfent Rome* 
forher unkind Reproaches. 

There is not the leaft Foundation for all 
this in the Original. Bandello every where 
{hews Juliet fo much engrofled by her extreme 
Paffion for Romeo, that all other Affeftions, 
all Tyes of Con&nguinity, all filial Duty and 
Obedience is fwaUowed up in the Immenfity 
of her Love ; and therefore when the News of 
TibbaWs Death and Romeo's Banifbment is 
brought to her at the fame Time, fhe does not 
weep for the Death of her Coufin, but for the 
Banifliment of her Hufband. Shakefpear has 
indeed jthe^fanie Thought : Juliet being told by 
her r Nurfe, that her Parents were weeping over 
th^ dead Jfody of Tibbald> replies, 

" « WaOi 
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«• Wa(h they his Wound with Tears j mine 

tfhajl be fpent 
When tbeir's are dry, for jRcmeo's Baniih- 

mem." 

Her fuperior Affe<SHon for i&waf* is life 
painted by She&efpear in that Speech w&erein 
ihe laments his Baniihment, and acknowledges 
it is a greater Misfortune to her than the 
Death of all her Relations would be ; but 
both thefe Circumftances the Tranilator bas in 
common with Bandello : He difters from bjni 
in making Juliet complain of her Hufband's 
Cruelty in killing her Coufin, and Sbaiejpsar 
has exactly followed that Hint. 

When the Father of Juliet is informed of 
his Daughter's Sorrow for having offended hkn 
in refufiflg Count Paris for her Husband, 
Sbakefpear makes him praife the good Friar, by 
Whom he fuppofes all this Alteration was 
brought about) in almoft the fame Words of 
the Tranilator. 

** Now Yore God, this reverend holy Friar, 
. Our whole City is much bound to him* 

This is not the firft Benefit we have receiv- 
ed from this holy Man, to. whom every Citi- 
zen in this Commonwealth is dearly bound." 

But in BanMo the Mother of Juliet only 
fays, « That in Gratitude for the Friar's 
fuccefsful Admonitions they .ought to make a 

Prefent 
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Prcfcnt to his Monaftery, which was very 
poor." 

In Bandelloy the Friar, who is fent with the 
Letters to -Romeoy is detained at a Monafteiry 
in Mantua: The Tranflator makes him be 
flopped at his own Convent in Ferona \ which 
laft is followed by Sbakefpear. ^ 

There is no Mention made in the Original 
of the Apothecary, of whom Romeo buys the 
Poifon; there we are only told that he had 
mortal Drugs in his Pofleffion, which was 
£iven him by a SpoUtto Mountebank in 
Mantua ', long before. 

The Tranflator makes him walk through 
the Streets in Mantua in order to find a Perfon 
that would fell him fuch a Compofition, and 
accordingly he goes into the Shop of an Apo- 
thecary, whofe Poverty is obfervable from the 
itiifei-able Furniture of it; and he for a Bribe 
6f fifty Ducats furnifhes him with a ftrong 
Foifon. 

'" S&afafpearhas nofonly copied this Circum- 
ftance from the Tranflator, but alfo borrowed 
fome Hints from him in his celebrated Defcrip- 
tion of the miferable Shop. 

Theife few Inftances are fufficient to prove 
that Shah/pear took the Incidents on which 
1M Bas founded his Tragedy of Romeo and Ju- 
%ei from the Tranflationj and confequently 
that he did not perufe, becaufe he did not uri- 
derftand, the original Italian. 
\ " Bis Management of the Tomb Scene, and 
the Death of the two Lovers, is entirely co- 

f" nied from "the Tranflator, who differs greatly 
rdm the Original in thofe Circumftances. 

The 
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The plain and fimple Narration of that rfrel&n*- 
choly Event in Bandello is more natural, more 
pathetic, and fitter to excite the FafHons of 
Pity and Terror, than the Cataftrophe of tjie 
Tragedy, as managed by Shake/pear^ who has 
keptclofeby the Tranflator. ;* 

In Bandello, when Pietro informrhis Malted 
of Juliet's Death, Aftonifhment and Grief for 
fome Moments deprive him of Speech j recor 
vering a little, he breaks into Complaints "and 
Self-Reproaches ; then, wild with Defpair^h^ 
flies to his Swoyd, and endeavours to kill hfi&- 
felf, but being. prevented by his Servant^ )ni 
finks into an Excefs of filent Sorrow, anilj 
while he weeps, calmly" deliberates on the 
Means he ftiould ufe to die in the Monument 
with Juliet. 

The Tranflator makes Romeo, upon receivie- 
ing the fatal News, refolve immediately to 
poifon himfelf j and for that Purpofe Romeo 
diflembles hfe Affliction, and tells his Servant 
he will go and walk about the Streets oiMan-; 
tua to divert himfelf ; but his real Defign is UT 
procure fome Poifon, which having purchafed 
of a poor Apothecary, he goes immediately to 
Verona. 

Shake/pear has here copied trie Tranflator^ 
exaftly, and makes Romeo in the Midft r df 
his Affliction for the Death of his Wife, and 
while the horrible Defign of killing himfelf, 
was forming in his Mind, give a ludicroi/s 
Detail of the miferable Furniture of a poor 
Apothecary's Shop ; a Defcription, however 
beautiful in itfelf, is here fo ill timefl, and'fo 
inconfiftent with the Condition and Circdm- 

ftances 



Sbaitjpfdr Iiluft rated. 95 

{lances of the Speakery that we cannot help 
being (hocked at the Abfurdity, though we 
admire the Beauty of the Imagination. 

There appears fo much Contrivance and 
Method in Romeo's Defign of buying Poifon, 
arid going to Verona to drink it in the Monu- 
ment of his Wife* that he might expire near 
her, that we can hardly ftrppofe it to be the 
fpontaneous Effedt of a fudden and furious 
Tranfport of Grief. In the Original therefore 
we "fee him not taking this Refolution till the 
firit violent Sallies of his Sorrow are abated* 
tffl after, in a fudden Tranfport of Defpair, 
fe had ineffectually endeavoured to fall upon 
his Sword ; but while he forms that fatally re- 
gulated Defign, he is diflblved in Tears, and 
plunged in a calm and filent Excefs of Sor- 
row. 

.The French Tranflator makes Romeo y when 
Ke breaks open the Monument where Juliet 
lies, command his Servant to be gone and 
leave him alone, fiercely menacing him with 
Death if he difobeys. 

Shake/poor does more than imitate him here ; 
for in the Play Romeo injudicioufly adds aRea- 
fon for that Command; which fo far from 
forcing Obedience, ought rather to have pre* 
vented it. 

" The Time and my Intents are favage wild ; 
More fierce, and more inexorable far 
Than empty Tygers, or the roaring Sea." 

Ye* Romeo* a few Lines above in the fame 
Speech, condefcends tp diffemble with his 

Servant 



Servant as to the C*ufc of hir 
Monument. -. ' 

<t Why I defcend into this Bcdof Death* 
Is partly to behold my Lady's Face j * 

Slit chiefly to take thence- from her dead 

Finger 
A precious Ring, a Ring which I muft uie 
In dear Employment/' 

To pafiby the Abfurdity of thofe Cofitm 
di&ians, let us only compare &iswHd and i*- 
confiftent Behaviour of Romeo in the Tranter 
tion and the Play, with the calm, fedate* y€ 
fixed Defpair of Romeo in the Original, 

As foon as he has determined upon the 
Manner of his Death, he writes an affo&ing 
Letter to his Father ^ in which he relates \the 
Hiftory of his Love and Marriage with Juliet 
ta\ entreats his Pardon for drfpofifcg:c£ hkH*- 
felf without confulting him; provides hant£> 
fomely for all his Servants, particularly hh 
Confident, Pietroi and eameftfy entreats that 
he may be interred in the Monument 'With 
yufot) where he goes to die* , f 

This done, taking the Letter and Poifefl 
with him, he goes to Vermes open© the^ Mo- 
nument by the Help of Pietro, and deiiring hfc* 
to watch in the Churchyard left any Perfcfc 
fhould furprize him* he defcend* into* tK* 
Vault \ there, after tenderly gazing oil fciS 
Wife, and giving: fome Moments, to * tfaft 
Tears and Complaints whichnhat fad Ohjett 
drew from him* hexirtnks offthe PoiIom ^ tneh 
afcending a few Steps, and leaning on theftde 



of %&e -Monument, he calls his Servant;* tcffs 
Win what he had done; gives him the Letter 
tor his Father ; affures him he will be we!! pro* ' 
vided for, at his dying JRequeft; then taWrfg* 
Leave of him, defcends again into the Vault* 
antf dating the Body of his Wife in his 
Arms, calls out to Pietro to clofe the Monu- 
ment nponhimy and leave him to expire. 

There is fbmethirig extremely affecting in 
this determined, yet calm, and (if the Ex- 
preffibn may be permitted) gentle Defpajf of 
Jtomecy in me Original : His defiringto have 
thb'Mdntfment clofed upon him, while he is 
pot alive, that he may expire in tjre Arms of 
his beloVed Juliet, is alfo beautifully pathetic, 
and cpnjSftent .with that violent Paifion he had 
fo^ hef When living/ 

Romeo* in the French and Englifi Tranfla- 
ilations, dies before 'Juliet awakes* and the 
Friar and Peter enters the Monument the fame 
Monientthat he expires 5 then Juliet awaking, 
t\ief prtfs her to leave the Monument, but fhe 
itfufjng^ and theyboth being alarmed at the 
Approach of feme Soldiers, cowardly run away > 
zn&Jnlitty left alone, ftabs herfelf with a Dag- 
ger* 

- Sbaktfpear fas copied all thefe Circumftan- 
ceVfrom the Tranflator. Romeo dies in the 
R*y before Juliet awakes j the Friar fearing 
to be difcovered by the Watch, as he calk it, 
but there is no futh Eftablilhment in any of 
the Cities of Italy, preffes her to leave the> 
Monument; fhe refufes j he runs away ; and 
(he ftabs herfelf with Ronnie Dagger. 

In Bandelhj while the dying Hufband is 
folding her lifelefs Body, as he fuppofes, in his 

Vol. I. ' F Arms, 
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Anns, tad (hedding tri* hfi^om^^ 
Deaths (he awakes ; fhe opens he* Ey e^ga^es 
on bines and entreats him to carry her out of 
the Monument. 

Romeo is for fome Moments loft in a Trao- 
fport of Surprize and Joy to fee her »U$£» 
but reflecting that he is poifoned, that bejnuft 
fhortly die and leave her, his Agonies return 
with double Force: How pathetically does he 
complain of his miferable Deftiny ! With 
what tender Extafy does he congratulate )>er 
Return to Life ! With what affeSing Sorrpy 
lament . his approaching Death, which m^ 
tear him from her ! nor is the AftontfhmenJt, 
the Grief, and wild Defpair of the wretched 
Juliet Iefs beautifully imagined. 

The Speech of Romeo to the dead Body of 
Tibbelai is very moving, and e#pref&vc ofthc 
Gemteqefs and Candour of his Difpofi^o^: 
His. finking from the Arms of his Wife k$& 
the Poifcn. begins to exert all i# t For^e^tys 
falling, extended at her Feetj gazing qr* Jbu^r 
with a Loofc that feemecj at once, to £ivp ajjrf 
aft Compaffion; and gaipinft. qu£ . u ^fea! > 
my Love, I aae," is patbetj^ to : the la$ jti|e T : 

e ree ' * - ; \\\ 

.XfeeEliarjhe ftme, Moment ^yes. v a4^e 
Monument; Jaifo. hearing bis Voice, pifljpn- 
ately upbraidshimjWJth not fending tp fi&mi^ 
he juftifies bimfehfi defcends injo the y aujt^ 
and beholding Rotfiw extended almoft lifelefs on 
the Earjh, breads into an Exclamation of ijuj>, 
p^j^e , and G*ie£- Romeo then , opening , tfis 
Eye* for tiicJajtJCij&fc j?^^ 



W^Cdre^arKl afkirtg Pardon of Heaven for hk 
GifcBee, expires. 

The tendcVExpofoitattetid of the Friar with 
Juliet afcsx Romo&ie&i her gioorny Silence* 
fcfeT'flxed Ddfpar-, and laftly } her Death, xk> 
*&fibned by «he Violence of her ftifled Grief* 
^^OikHimftanceS truly tragical, and wrought* 
%t> -nyith all the Force of a poetic Imagi*- 

iU tfad Shakjbtar ever feen the Ittilmn Author, 
^hefeftrildng Beauties wouM not have elbaped 
*irhY-aiid, if%y copying the Tranflatfon ord^, 
W%» ? grVei* us a very aflfe&ing Tragedy, 
*$fai& nwght wfc hot hive expected, had he 
*dr&wii his Hints from the beautiful Original; 

How little. Skakeftear owed to hie owJtlnt. 

^ehttori iit his Tragedy of -* Rtmeo and Juliet, 

irray^fi^l^ GbmpAring that Play wttfc'tKe 

ib^ptey Nbveh Wtatt Variation he hate 

%&fe,heVatf tei into by copying ftorrr the 

-jfV^r* TVanflation, or perhaps from the £»- 

l g£jt>Gne, in the Palace tf Piea/tire, which is 

^literal fcom thtejFV*K«&; and fmce it is pretty 

cieaj; he did not uftderftand die Italian, it is 

f^babktet3obfcioatey s in^reef his Plots from 

that Book, in which a great Number of the 

^Italian Novels are trariflated; fome frorn 

FYmh Translations * as Renko and JuBh, aid 

; <jthcrs from the-original Authors. 

- * There is not one Incident of Sbakejpear*$ 

1 : Invention in his Play of Romeo and Juliet, ex- 

cept the Death of Paris by Romeo : This 
r Character might have been very well fpared in 
° khe Drama ; T his Appearance is of little Ufe, 

2 u ind his Death of ftill lefs, except to divert 

F 2 our 
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our Compaffion from the two principal Peribns 
in the Play, whofe Deaths niake up the Ca- 
taftrophe of the Tragedy, ' 

... Paris fecpjs p«Jy tofcoducttl.ta fcOfcfcjM^I 
Hands of Romeo -, and why muft our Com- 
panion pf the unfortunate Romeo befufgj&ji^ 
by the undderved Pate of /Wj ?'Wy(#- 
ceffity is there for making Romeo, who is all 
along reprefehted as an amiable and virtuous 
Ctywa&er, imbrue his Hands in the Blood df 
an innocent Youth, (whofe £)eath is of no 
Confequence) juft before he expires ? ' 

This Incident, however, is thconlyibrfe of 
the Poet's Invention throughout the Play: 
The Fable and all the Characters, except Mer* 
(utio were formed to his Hands. : T i 
" Mr. Pope, in his Prefece to, his c Edttitira 
SbaJteft*ar 9 & Plays, tells, us, that " Sbakcjfistifl 
Chafaaeware Na^ur 4 fi herfeif \y ajul diat -&%$& 
§oft , of Injury to call them by £b diifc^t^ 
$Iarno£s Copies of her*" \ 

It is certain, that all the Chara&cr*in Rfc 
nuQx excepting, as* I /aid before, Mer&ttiiii 
are exa# Copies of thofe in the Novelift ^ and 
imce fe cqp\ed tlveoi fh>m,theT/anibtfoj,Juid 
not i^e Pfigina) f; in .tbisiinAan^e M*. PupS* 
Qb£crya#on of Q&qr, Authors* may beappliedi 
to ^bakejpear* that « His Pi&urfc, fcfce^ 
mock Rainbqw, .is but a Reflexion, of a<Rek 
flexion." . ;>:••.• , . ^-I^l 
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N fWi* there was a Moor, who 
for bis extraordinary Valour* 
and the many Proofs he baa 
[|*g(v«ri 4>f hte eonfummate^ Pf u-* 
deuce and fuperior Genius ' fo? 
War, was^ extreriiejy flea? . to 
jhai Republic^ which, more than any other, 
flighted in rewarding great and virtuous Ac- 
tions. *. •. •• > •* •' : '■'?'■ 

;: A, Fmtfian Lady of wonderful Beauty^ 
aamed JXifdtm*b> not fubdued by the irregu- 
ia«i8gllierof« female Appetite, but ftruck with 
thergrcat Qualities and noble Virtues of the 
Jk&or^ became vk>1enJtly>cnahioiired of him • 
and he, no lefs charmed with the Greatnefe of 
her Mind, than with the extreme Beauty of 
her Perfbn, burnt in the rooft ardent Flames 
for her. 

Fortune fo far favoured their mutual Pa£- 
fion, that* notwithftanding the united Endea-? 
V* . F 3 vours 



*>* 8b*k$Jt**r mfirmk 

vours of riE the Lady's Kindred to ptettefcit }f, 
tbey found Means to get their Marriage fth 
kmnized 5 and during their Abode in Vtnict 
tliev lived together in die gfeateft Harmony 
and Tranquility imaginable. 
, It happened, that the Senate of Vhmt *e^ 
oaHed their Poites which were at'Qpfttf* arid 
gave the Command of thofe which were to be 
tent thither in their ftead to the Moor. 

This Dignity was never conferred upon juiy 
but Perfons of unqueftionable Courage and 
Fidelity. 

The Moor therefore, considering thrrt Com- 
mand as a Reward for that Valour he liad 
fhewn in the Service of the Republic, received 
it *rithgteat Joy v ; i>ut when h* reflc&ed tat 

. the Lcfngth and Danger *>f the Voyage, tfc$ 

NeceiEty there feemed of leaving Difdenma 

behind Km filled him with inconceivable Con* 

cern. ■; l '■*»'* 

Difiknmdy whale Feficity whoTry whterea 

^iA the Moor, was transported to firrinhe'Se* 
nate, by the public Dignity they beftowe#on 
him, had given a Sanction to her Choice ; «nd 
having refolved to accompany her Hufbartd in 
to hdiiottrable an Expedition, waited fbtf^fhe 

r IFirne 6f their Departure vrcth the utmoft'lin- 

' patience. v - ""' : ' ' ■■i^r.s ; 

■■ ; Hie fecret Grief tfhich ' prcfyM f oW^ht 
Heart of the Moor, beginning, as the °lTtee 
bf parting approached nearer, to fpread a 
Gloom on his Countenance, and erve an Air 
of Reftrairtt to his Behaviour ; Difaemona^ex^ 
tremely alartried, entreated him to tieH'hef the 
Caiife of • that*<hiarige 1he oWerVed*?* hifrr: 
•;■ ' " What 



..*% Wtart h the fceafohy filid Ihe* thai I fife ydu 
melancholy and dejected at a Time Whfch Hfte 
Honours yon i&vs received from thfcSenate 
giv« you moft Reafoh to rtjotec ?'* •£ 

" The Excefs of my Love for you, replied 
v|he Misr* fighing, prevents me from enjoying 
; ihofe Honours as I ought ; fince*hty force fite 
>to the fed Ncceflfoy of fufttring eg&or other-of 
two Things, both equally ini up portable 5 for 
either IaHift expofeydii to the Dangers of the 
rSea, by taking you with me to Cyprus^ or etfe 
leave you behind me at Venice : The firfi cafi- 
, <iiatbuVbe a rnoft heavy Misfortune to me, 
fkice every Fatigue you will' fuffer^ every 
• Panger you are expofed to* will bring me the 
, cxtremew Afli6tion; and as for the fecond, 
/ parting with you is more terrible than parting 
; with my Life.*' * 

. ; v Ah! my deareft Huiband f te\$ Difdemana, 
what Thoughts are thefe which you haye.fuf- 
; fered to afii<2 you ? Did you imagine I would 
ifcojifcwt u> a Separation from you? How 
j <s*itfd you >w*0Fig my Love fo much? That 
I IJeve* which* to bcJ with ydti, would impel me 
, : to paft even through Flames } well may I then 
1 -refolye to accompany you to Sea* in & fecure 
: and well mamVd Ship : If there are D&i^ers 
r and Fatiguefc to be endured, you (hall not en- 
„ ^dUte them alone : J will (hare your Fortune 
V whatever it be, and nothingbut Death fliall di- 
vide me from you/' 

The Adwr 9 in a Tranfport' of grateful 

Tenderftefe, throwing his Arms round ner 

Neckband fjjrifflngfier to his Bofom, cried out, 

w 'Heaven ibng preferve ycai, my rnoft dear, 

v ".* F 4 nay 



104 Sbakcfoiar Wujhyt{d. 

iSjriovely Wifti'ik theftf aSe^oriaie : |emi T 

v Some Jittie Tim* after* the rtcceflkry Frft| 
furcations fcfr their Voyage t^ng* ready* t^C 
Moor, with Dijdemona and their Atter)ditet4 
eritewxi aGallcy* and ft* failfbr Gjrptusf whj- 
"iher^afoa? a pkafant andeafy Voyage* tfiej^ 
arrived, together with all tbd Forces under the 
M**r% Command. r . . .♦ :; . 

v Among the Officers in thefe Trobpy vri$ 
.^Lieutenant, very dear to the Mbor : 'NattrM 
had given him a moft beautiful and graceffl 
I^pfoin, hut a Mind replete with allMahbe* of 
Wkkednefe; however, he knew fo wellli&Sp 
tf> conceal bis vkious JneHnatkms under att*aj£* 
parent generous and noble Behaviour^ that toft* 
Hypoorify, aififted by -the SpeeioUfcefs .'of;hnr 
Form,, procured him the Efteem and Friehii-* 
crfbellhis Gbmpanto&s. - . ^ v> ivl !ox 
The Moor, who had conceived- a partkAifer 
^riendfhvp for hin*, tcok great Pleafui$'in / fe is 

, Qqfnvesfetioni and invited him- frequently -tc£ 
his Houfe, and Difdemona , fond of : eve*y Ofc-^ 
cafion of gratifying the Humour of her If ft P 
band* (treated him with equal Civility. - * : 
yXbe Lieutenant hjad married a young Wo^' 
xnafirot Venice^ whom he brought with him- to- 
Cyprus \. Difdemona, fond of this * Wclman/ 
becauie (he was an Italian, and alfi* ah agree- 
able Companion, went often to her Houfe/ 
and pafl'ed great Part of the Day ^ith he*. , 

The villainous Lieutenant having, by thefe 
A^eans, frequent Opportunities of ieeing Dif- - 
detttow, , became,, violently enamoured of her ; ' 
and neither reftjained by* the Fidelity hei owed 

, . v;. ::./»[ , v i ' ' his 
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bis Wife, or the Refpe& and Gratitude due 
|^W^^riei>4 an4Comma»4er, refolvodtoufe 
his utmpft Endeavours to gratify bis infam** 

» • ntj^cii ^fenMonwiiig- that Death would be *he 
Cpnfequence of his prefyto^ttfous Attempt if 
it came to the Knowledge ef h the ; 4/torybe 
durft not difcover his Flajpe ta DJfikmona 
aw other Way than by Sighs and. paffionate 
Glances, hoping in Tiaw to inipiie her with 
Jpe£res like his pwa, ,..':-. 

But the Lady, whofe Thoughts wene wholly 
^ngrofled by the Moor, tookfo liqtle (Notice of 
tbofe filent Addrdles, (bat her Indifference^ 
pecfuading him fonpe other Lrov^r^pofibfled her 
Heart* Rage* Jeakuiiy and Defpair produced' 
tbe t Effects of the mm violent Hatred, and ha 
refolved to be revenged both oa her arid the- 
L#ver fhe favoured. 

A young Genttanan, who was Captain of 
a L Troop at Cyprus, and greatly beloved bjr 
the, M<Wt was fufpe<9ked by the Lieineilant to- 
h£$£ happy Rival who enjoyed the, Affo&tOn* 
of DiftUmwa ; .his Peath therefore be idetetH 
mined to procure j and by accufir^ theJLady 
^jtfefi.Mw 9f Adultery* .prevent * any. others 
fr^gvpoifcifing her, fince he could tioi*. v .» * 
l#is Dsftgfv thus laid* he waited only for 
%Wfevourable Opportunity to iput it in E)fli- 
'cutiofl & the Jsfw*s paffionate Affe#ioi*for<hfe« 
Wife* and the greafc ;Affeclton which fabfifted 
between hicn and the young Captain* <makfcft& l 
the Villain apprehsad his ^ 
Ye^Wardofcsa^ ,*.:■■> ><i i*ia 

'. * -? F 5 . •■ Fpetufir 



>' Fottuhe hb#evcr affifted his wteketl fiMsft- 
• $tens, and When he teaft expoSed it afforded 
*■ ftiifl &i& IVtcans of effefiing them. • 
; The Captain happening indifcrcetly to dtaw 
-Srt* Sward -tfpoft a Soldier and funding hirti, 
*he jfefeflr was fo much offended thathe der 
$ritffcd him^ortrisCdmmand. 
1 DtfdfTHott*) #ho enty regarded thh young 
XStefttfeman becaufe he was beloved of he* 
Woftand, >was greathr eohcemed that he %afl 
" fallen under his Difpleafure, and often fofict* 
J t&forhirFardort. 

»rr ■« «« I am £> preffed, Tatd the Moor one Thf 
td <fse Lkiitenanti with my Wife's Entreaties 
in^FavoHr^f the Captain, that I believe Imui 
comply with "her ©eftre, and pardon him/** 

' « She hfcs'Rcafon, find the Villain, fchSng 
this Occafion to execute his Scheme, that fhfc 
5 may fee him aaufual." 
^ '■■•• « What i*it you-fay?" replied ttae Moor 
tinftilv. 

o) *« jE)6 not infift Upon my fpeakin£ plainer, 

' fefetaed the Lieutenant : Tar be it from me to 

*>w the Seeds of Difcord between Man and 

; Wife j yet methtnka if you would open your 

Eyes, fome Things would Aot efcape your 

Obfervation." * 

i TfaMo&i rotized <o ' Atterifiori fey &efe 

Words, and greatly dtfhirbed at the f^eitt 

Meaning of them, ; earneffly entreated the 

Lieutenabt fo explain himfelf rfiote dearly i 

v?i %Ut the attM VHlalfl ^bftdtttely Tetifed j #ui4 

; ^thotaghthe Moor tifed his tttmoft Endeavours 

f to perfuade him «» give him the 'Satisftf&ion 

■ * t^AiftKd, yet he perflfted fai an obftinateDe- 

r : '* niali 



«6*ft#*frr MktfrtteJ. toy 

iwal : Kfcvcrthefeis, tte Hinte he hadfhfeowa 

1 Out fixed a thoufand Stings in the Breaflof the 

wretched" Hufband ; he ruminated Night 1 'and 

s^vDay on the Purport of thofe fatal Word*, and 
the more he rcfle&ed on diem, the more 
hia Difquiet encreafed. 

Difdenrnia y ignorant of the Gaufe of his 
Melancholy, did not neglect to folicit ftill for 
the Captain; — " Why, faid {he to him one 
Day, will you fuffer a fmall Fault to canjgigf 

.the FriendfWp which has fubfifted %*d|ipy 
Years between the Captain ^aiye^TMoft all 

■ t Ms Services and long-experienced Fidelity b* 
wholly forgot for die Sake of one inconfidfr- 
ratcA&ion? The Soldier he wounded is no 
longer at Enmity with him; they are recpnf- 

V> cileq;.and why ibould you continue inexo- 

^rabl^?" 

The Moor* no longer able to.fupprefs the 
JBrnotions with which his Heart had $eea long 
agitated, replied in a Rage. 

" It is ftrange, Difdemona, it is very ftrange, 

that you ihould be fo extremely concerned 

h , about this Man; if he was your Brother^ or 

fome other Relation, his Interefts could not 

u be dearer to you." 

u The Lady anfwered in a fpft andhunjibte 
> Accent: u Heaven forbid, my Lord, that I 
- fl&outd incur your Difpleafure by folicking for 
v die Captain's Pardon, to which nothing has, in- 
duced me but the Concern I am under tq fee 
h - you deprived of fo good ;* Friend; a Frjend 
= v whofe Fidelity you have fo^ften praifed tp pie ; 
u theFauhhe has committed is not great enough 
»■. tojuerit youx Hatred; but jmMW*>1% % 
■\Ki : -. F6 Nature 



Nj^rtft^rious^that ev^ylttticThii^ito^wi . 
jam ittn Anger, and* Define of Re*enjjij" t .,.< >i 

> J^ ^nd that* anfwercd the Jtfea$r ^exqeffivtelf i 
caragdd , ** htt Wo*d$) omd ^erfonsi - «**! 
l*ttletiodrtk of, k^fball prove ; jyisj they< fhall * 
fefc me take a fevereVengeancetor the Iryorieso 
IJrtve fufrered ^ arid then, -and not till ihenp 
4Wi I be fattened/? . vft 

UiJ&mwa, full of Fear and Wonder ast^ 
&hpff » w^gentle Words, . and '. unaccuftomed > 
Jfc%e of herHufband, trembling and pale, re-^ 
4$*^/?*-*Mthqugh my only Inducement: tat 
|)!ead for the Captain was the Confideratioasi 
jqf^our Eafe and Satisfaction, yet fince ihj ' 
Solicitations are difpleafing to you, I will to&~l 
ver more fpeak to you on this Subject" 

To this humble and fubrnifliue A nf wee the 
i^for made no Reply;, but comparing ihisb 
Wife's earnelb Entreaties for xhe Captain with^ 
tbra Lieutenant's Infinuations, a thouftnd black h 
Sufpicions rofe in his Mind, tortured , wi$<V 
Doubts of her Fidelity, and wifliingy "yet 
dreading, to be freed from his diftraSing SuC- : 
pence,. .-.:..., ;.,,;•. .... .. ..:.,-j 

He quitted her with a gloomy Silence, a$d a 
fendarig for the Lieutenant, renewed, his Enh i^ 
treaties* that he would fpeak more openly con* I 
Cfrwing. his Wife and, the Captain., , » 

[ { -ThrVilhin, who had refolvedtoefiea the X 
. Ruin of thefe two Innocents* after longi^efiff^ 
: ing the Moqr%. Sol imitations, as ii\uowilling.|;o -' 
g^chim Pak,. feigning at bft { to be overconje 
hyhU repeated Prayers* faid, " I cannot deny^f 
my. Lord, but that my extreme R,eludanie ! 
to.give yxju.Uneafmei5 has prevented rne ttius t 

> ;K- _ ^ ' long 



langxiivqm tilling • you what mt3r afln& yotfl 
mor£ T d»n an^ 'other y but flnce jrou command^ 
rM to {peak plain, the Regard I have fo/ ytfcjr 
Hqimupr a* m$ Friend, and 'the OutyLIpwes 
ybuas my General, will iftt.ipermit -me ital 
citfobey 'you : Know tjien, ttiatyofcr black I 
Colour is become diftafteful to your "Wifei^J 
Iheis paflionately in love with the Captain^ 
and her Impatience aifindirig herfelf deprived 
of the Pleasure (he took in his Company, iaj 
the Caufe of her continual SoEcitatidns f&l 
his Pardon, that fhe may convexfc with him as-i 
ufcaL" \ . .' . - - v- ' i 

yThefe Words gave mortal Agonies to tfoj 
Soul of the wretched Mqot\ and though He 
was but too well convinced of the Truth ofY 
them, yet, diffembiing his CohvidHon in or- 
der to try him further, " I know not, faid he, 
with a furious Countenance, why thou haft 
dared to load my Wife with thefe infamous ' 
Afpeffians?" ... ' - • 

:.-«« This Rage, replied the Lieutenant, fe 
the Reward I expe&ed for my friendly Inform 
mation; but fince my Duty, and the Defhe 
of preferving your Honour y has carried 'hie 
this Length, I will not now go baok: What' 
I have ^bld you. is biit too certain ; and if yoi*r :* 
Wife, with a counterfeited' Tenderncfi^ has; 
- fa blinded your Eyes, that you will not J fee 
your Dishonour, there is no Reaibn why I > 
fhould not declare the Truth to yoif : The ; 
Captain himfelf has. owned to me the Favours ; 
he has received from her ; not fetisfied with ; 
poffeUing her in Secret, he muft have a Gbh~ i 
fideat in his Happinefsy but had I -mt vb«n ; 
I afraid 



.afea of your Refentment, I would thkt lUk* 
"rnent have rewarded his ^refumptuous Confef- 
^iion *with the Death he merited;" 

The Moor \ racked with unutterable Parigs, 

cried out, u <arive me the" Means' 6( feeing 

.with msr own Eyes the Truth of what you 

Tiavc faid, or elfe be Aire 1 will make tHie 

wifli thou hadft been dumb*" 

"It would have been eafy to do this, *Xt- 
flied theViHain, while the Captain and yoq 
continued in Friendfhip, and he had free Ac- 
cefs to Difdemona-y but now that you ha^e 
jpunifhed him for a flightFault, inftead of taking 
\ Vengeance for an irreparable Injury, it wijl 
be difficult to fetisfy you i but though I ah* 
perfuaded that he, enjoys Dtfdemoria* whenever 
you give him an Opportunity, yet, if is i ; cer- 
tain, fincehe is in Difgrace with you, hcUs 
cAIiged to z& more cautioirfly than before, 
when, through your Friendfliip for hirn, >ie 
carhe to your Houfe every Day ; however, 
added he, taking Leave of him,. I do not def- 
,pair of being able foon to give you an Oppor- 
tunity of feeing what you will not 'belieVe 
without it." i ' : 

The unhappy Moor then returned to %la 
Houfe, carrying a poifoned Arrow in his 
Breaft, and impatiently waited for the Bjay 
in which the Lieutenant was to prove the 
Truth of what he had told him, and confirm 
^im in eternal Mifery* * 

./ Nor was the Villain himfelf wholly at ea#,. 
when reflecting on the known Chaflity of 
Difihmmgy he was fenible he could not grve 

the 



4WP Moot fitch a convincing Proof of her Dtf- 

loplty a* he demanded. . ' 

After long deliberating' with Wmfelf on the 
rMeAods by which he mightbeft execute the 

-homd Schemelhehad begun, he at htft thought 

upon a Stratagem which f eenie d to pnomtfe 

^ttcdefe./ '■•» r^/:- .- • - ^;- 

Dtjdentonal 1 as has been already /aid, 1 jrerit 

«ttften to *ifit the irteoteoaifs Wife-, the Vil- 

srhtiny when foe tfas t)rie Day at his Houfc,, 

-ubferved a Handkerchief at her Girdle* finely 
t^KRmght in Morrfto Work, which, becaafe it 
r:w*sprcfentedfcer by the Msor when he roar- 
i.tjried hcr^ file had a particular Value for k ; It 
> 'being alio highly prtktA by the Afor himfelP : 
; '^his Handkerchtef the Lieutenant determined 

*o fteal* and with it acctmpHfh her abfolote 
ffRttin. ..-.*••.• 

«:*•♦'• Difdemona being ^extremely fontf of a litde 

Child of his, about ftree Years of Age, he 
r look her m his Arms and carried her to the 

rlLady, who receiving her from him, kifled her 

ifcmal Tiroes, and preffed her dofe to her 
:£rea(t. 

The Villain, in the mean while, drew her 
riHandkerchief gently from her Girdle, and . 

Concealing it in his Pocket, went away tefciif- 
v ported with Joy at his good Soccefc. 
T: DifiUmma y wholly ignorant of her Lofi, 
^♦returned to her Houfe, and did "not mifs her 

Handkerchief till fome Tim£ after, when hap*. 
, :: fieningtohaveOccafion for it, and not being 
'in able, after diligent Search, tx> find it, (he ton- 
: -duded it k& | and remained ejetremdy ttrr i- 
i . , nod 
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tu ... #^r^ 

ficd i^^^^^^^HHf 1 ^ fps^ ^;& o&m< 

The Lieutenant, who had all {h^ white > 
been. , watching, for an Qppprtunitv to <jtifp«fe 
of it "where Tt might produce the ^Hfchj^^ 
". hadjpf pjefted, . found tyl^auf a£ laft jo le$ft it 
on the Captain's Bed, whom he vify$& zPt&d 
- Morning before he was up for. that I^urpafe. , r 
. v The Captain rifine foou after iij weftf ajyajk 
tfop ^anfijeerchief fep uppn the Jftgqfcpyl; £%;{ 
finding, fpmething under his Feet, ft^opf^dtoof 
take it up, and.feei^ttaflan^ 
it VO he D if denwna y s 9 but was Aojt aoj<e to 'Uf&^r 
gine how it came there y rrfolyin^oweyef,^" - 
return it to Jjer* he put it in, $s ifo^k*^ &&, 
going out, was informed that the Mw<&9* 
»ot ^tfeonie; ttldnfctMsOpjporj^ 
to deliver \t> he went to a back Door, t ££&(; 
knocked foftfy ; Fortune, a$ it $oul4 vA&Bmu 
confpiring with the cruel Lieutenant t9(|*M^ n j 
the innocent DUdenma^ bifoiight thfc Mw^.i 
back iuft in that Mownt^who,]iearin£ffH?^^ 
body knock in that cautious 4 Manner, ftU^tfi i 
tormenting" Diftruft, he ran to a Win^H 

Who wasthere? , <; ,. iid , , Df ;, ^oncrM! 

an^ fearing that be intended to dOj&^SjJ^^ 
chief, ran awa^wiihout feeding *\$pq<k n i ^ 
' THie Mw ran esgerJy dowry §tii^,j§i$4 
ru%e<l,ii)tQ the Street to feejk; hi*i, but .j^$vgAoi 
^Sf^Yj out qf Si^it; ^a.Tetumii^^uiJt^^ 
Rag^ V^ Gridyje : wgftf to,his W^fg^^^.'j 
* afkfd ber.^ij: 



that Tiad knocked below r 

Tb* 
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The Lady replied. " ttiat/he covl&npt 
w*fe*k ^WV»-- ^tctt indeed W true. 

€< I think, fakj the A(foer x it feemefi to be ' 

^l*rio#nbt, replieid Difitematity whether u 
i^^Mm^ah^Dtheir. ,> ; .^ ; 

r J'Tb^'-Afiir foppofing {he d|d f not ^iriVer 
hrtrt truly j with Difficulty reftrained his Rage ! 
from breaking into Reproaches and Menace^ ; 
>bitl*efoIving,fcp 31& nothing ag^inft her. fill, 
h#iad Whfuited his wicked Confidant i la$\ 
to^ipr^^rtt^heir dffcovering his tfiibrder^ttfV * 
h6^^ftiJdef^y, ind went, to tlW Jjie^tinfi^ 
torJtffcbfci Be*re!ate4 tyhat had happened, eitf- 
treating him to go to the ; Captain and ea^ea* 
.vettifto naake fome rriare Dtfooverjes, t ' ' 

, ? ^e YrUaC n * ^F^w ^^W^I^^^S?^ 
_d$l*, ^om^ed hii^ to do asihe- r^uirea i $%i v \ 
plkSng' the M$or p whefe linfeeh btafclK 'bct J '. 
mtgift^ee thehr together^ tj^^^liie^ 
^tW^Bcdurfe^ "Mr artf^j 0%^ ^ ;%i^B ' 
^th^Giptain near ffiePt^^. and be^jtotaffi ' 
with hini 6n indifferent Thinc^ uung H *% 
fe^^Tirj^fttch Geftt^eswim ^s wad aM^^^ 
Haftds, as perfiiaded the Jl/wr trie)r wire talk- ;' 
in£tibobkptfd<hmnk 7 arid making ijeft of hpf ' * 
Dittonour and her liKontineijce. ' V ; '','- 
Wfcten they*parted, tfee* jUW eagerly quitted 
hifXJont^^eftt, sjnd carr^e. tpAe Lieutenant * 
to know whit tr^Kadbeert faying. . -.-, ' 
4 " The fubtfc yil)^h ? fufferfng'hirnfelf to fiq 
loi^ entreated before he would ^ifcover i^hat 
he'*aM lieard, at length con fefled,. that the 11 ; 
CapfctStf told hiriH " Jie had often enjoyed* Dtfr* " 
^^pjr,'wh^ tyjiislie^^r^ad^ * 



aft> Opportunity to mdelt ; ! imd'fcdttetM tlfit the 
Captain had toM hhhalftv that the 1 WftTPIftfc 
*e #&* with Diflmona* ttit gavtf hfai that 
Handkerchief which he had preferttfcd hetUte 
Da^ of their Marmge." l - f J ♦ 

The i/^r thanked the Ifcutettari t for tnfs 
Intelligence, and told him, * that he Woiild 
+Sk Dtfdemona for that Handkerchief; and ff 
flie cdtifd not produce it, he fltottld be edn- 
^vinc^d all that he had told him concemfatg 
fcer Infidelity was true." ;f ^'' 

•Accordingly, one Dajr after Dinneknfijf- 
«ourfing freely with Difdemoha on indifferent 
Things* he took Occafion to fjMeafcof Ae 
iiandkterchfef, and afked to iceft; : r * ; 

The Lady, who had long drea#rtl Afs De- 
mand; Bldttid exc^ffivdy, and thhtknig J to 
conceal her Conftifion, which was lveH-*g>- 
*nred by the Afr*r, rofe and pretended* t&feek 
for-it ; and after flie had employed toHttftn 
*Bft MafflHtf fousfe tiine f u I caimot 4 fiftdi£i£a 
ifce 7te*0fWmW toiler Httftantf) k pcdteuk jfcu 
Wit imm. n l " l l - ,rF -^ '■*? 
; * 4 Bi it probable, replied Tie, fta* I ^bdH 
defite you to give it me if ^1 haii^ in «ny »t- 
-feffionj ^however, look forit no more at jwfc- 
fent ; you win iind ft perhaps fttae tithtr 
Tim*.* J '..■:.. .v.r,...i:..ry : >^~:; /< v 

• • Th^ leaving tteRcttri^^^ 
fider in what Manner he Aould mdfdcV Ins 
Wife and the Captain withbut -bringing on 
himfelf the Sufpicion of being the Author of 
tffeir Deaths. 

Thcfe ^omy Tho^hts employing hifn 
tfight an? 0ay* Vifdrmncy whof percenred 

his 



hh fi* wourjto her tou«h- *h*ml> refefU on- 

" What ails you, my Lord,faid {he tohim 
W»Ry Times I Why do I behold youalwvs 
difturbed and uneafy? You who ufed to4*e 
the gayeft Man i»$be World,are now become 
the joriofl: peevtfh and mdandiQly" ^ 

-The Moor^t continuing «oidiu@mbfe bis Re- 
fentment v retumed her evafive Answers, with 
Which ihe was but ill fatfsfkd } cottfcioiw ft* 
bad given him no Caufe for treating her i*«- 
Wndly^: ike concluded Pofieffion had abated 
:;iii*^Jame, and Di%aft had fucceeded to his 
4*ne»^it440j: Pafffiowferher.; full of tWe me- 
lancholy Apprehenfions, flbe weift*o;€h£LieU~ 
te|i»^s-|iWev ki or4w to unburtlwm her 
oHeartto his Wife, with wh*m fee lk*ed *•* 
~<gr^Ea»itfa#ifcf. 

iv^^Aks ! Aid£be, weepipg, ftfr foe* as (he 
rtfit* toy J 4anow not what -to think of my 
i)i )M|^^ nt>^ ^*# %ow«mJ T«* 

v m£rMNr to wAras TReyis* lApbotne ' fo aitCT^?w v wiraV 
in thefe few Days, that I am perfu^ded tJ£, 5 no 

,fi«J5xampleto allyoung Ladies who prcfoftri 

5to msuw ^ainftthwGonft^Mtif ^thtfrrFawft^ 

;:Jtod » Warning to the 7/^titWpmen never 

to 5 }cfcn4c^fe!Ves%) Meri,brtfviK*ri wb<ira*ntf 

rtfc&tt Watotrfr^n^ fteave& h^e plkted fufck 

lu*m £Hftinaktofe.--I kno#i l a*ted fte,< figfc 

ninj^that my Lord is fond ofcyoitf Jrlu^#^ 

' ! and communicates to hmv att his AWairs'i if 

through him then you are acquainted J*£th 

aiii^Caufe ofi:he JWiwr'a unat^ulfeittied Col** 



ncfe to me, I entreat you to,let mefcnawrit* **4 
do not refufe we your Affiftance in this D** 

The Lieutenant's \Vlfe was indct d» welj laofe 
^uakited with the wjicje Affair ; h*r Huflpandl 
bavijngoffe#l prefled.ber.to join, with JiAca nn 
his cruel Schemes againft the. innocwt,i>i/ife^ 
«7c»tfj but though, the never would coafcntstoi 
die be^ng acceflary to her Ruin-* yet, dreading 
ber Hufband's Refentment if,fheulx$raycd?jhi* 
Secret, fhe only replied,. ." 1 ,.advife>rf#u» 
Madto, to beware of giving tbe^GenexaJ.^fe 
Sufpicions of your Fidelity, ,and. Jet it fee jmfi 
continual Study to perfume ,him of your T*«rk;, 
and Affe&ion." :.'<</>.. 

: " All this I dp, implied . the weepin^^5&ft 
4&i$n4»\*i% all is.ia vain/ ,.. v, .- 'u-yr.'4u\-u. 

In the mean time the Moor^, reftlefc, Mpre- 
folved, and feeking Q^afjojl tft^ie c^y^riM ) 
<?f what he wished |K>ttQkno»r, entreaficd ,0»^ 
JLieUtenant to contrive it fo*that he^iglflbfe^ 

Haivls.,,, ( . , r .., .,, .; t vt(;U -i-ii rai-lj a*? 
This, although the V ijlain though): jefyjife < 
JBcifo yet hspromife^oj) ^or^^4iWa»^flAi 
aB Opportunities of kecmiig ;hi%J$fl?4^rjmro2 
, The. Captain,had a W^marj % .fjwg Ifwfe 
wfco was very flrilfyl fn <M^l»ttt«Bin»r:» 
fJery $ fte haying feen Diffamngs Jfa^fefe** 
cfcief, and underftandjjig that ft w*s to Jj&flPari 
turned to hex, refolved to.worlf ion^Jike it-tmiri 
' T h c Lieutenant being i^pri^^^ rI 4^, 




JMto^flffdiighifte Street; who perceiViiig t\$ 
Wif^s^^Sfewd^f m'that; Wotnatfs PoC- 
feffion, had no longer any Doubt of her 'Infi- 

feti^&hb* tfe nolefs injured Captain. ; ' ; 

i'lQotifc&lrig there/ore with the 'Eleutenant 
upon the fMefchs of Executing his horrid Pur- 
j^fe, %e earnelHir entreated him to undertake 
to murder the Captain, afluring him that h£ 
WOuld never forget the Obligation^ \ ': \ 

< ^iP|ie : -Lieutenant excusing himfelf ' frpjj) 
dMW^lffn|, n is ; weH fir the Wickednefs bftjief 
D^j^sfbV'the great Dinger in attempting 
\ii4hi ! Gapfoffi being a very brave and coura-- 
gious Man ; the Moor added to his Entreaties 
thtffWferft^f ala^e Sum of Money, whig^ 
at laft fixed htm in a Refolutkfln to obey hini. ' 

*TlfeI^(itenarithad hot waited long for arj 
&p$dftMtybf$x±ckt\ng his impious Defig^, 
b^ter^Forhiht ^relented him with a very fa-' 
v^MBfe^bnd; 1 ■.;;;• \ ■"' ' 'T 

« 'itfifc' Captain corning ikte one Night out of 
the fcfoufe of a [ Courtezan, whom, he Icept,* 
tbi Lttu<en!ant, wfto was watching fdr^npi^- 
niffi^WiadM^ 1 arid Wltfe f one Jtrpke ^'^ 



qth^hnft^i^^airtainf^l totHe^fb^d,^, 
tte^iisutlniht tiponlbim, v/ho fought to nnub ;) 
tWsR&iWf^r f bounded as he was, however^ 
he^Spe^Vis-Sivord, and endeavoured to defend, ? 
hh*lfeff,%yth£otit aloud for Help. ' *'"' 

cSolA^Soiafeh Who Were duirte^dnearAg. 
ite^^eaM^riihning tb his Aftftaiite yfa fti$t ( 
th^fctiitttiih^ (i fearirig tb ^'^j^y^^'l^ 
kfiA;#*rhm away ; yet 'he di^ nof go'Var,' but 

**&*» taking 
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taking a little Coropalv joined feme other 
PeNbos, who, drawn by t$e Captains Cries£ 
were hastening to him, and^mixing^among-thf 
Crowd who were about him, he law that; hi* 
teg was cut off, and did not doubt but hip 
would die- of the Wound ;. neverthelefs, cori*- 
sealing his inward Joy at his Succefe, under 
an Appearance of great Concern for the Cap? 
tain's Misfortune, he lamented it as if iv Jhaii 
happened to bis Brother. 

In the Morning the News of this Accident 
was fpread all over the Gity, and comings hi 
the Knowledge of Difdemoya, fhfo who* jdai 
naturally tender and companionate, exprdled 
great Sorrow for it. ^ 

The Moor, diftraaed witr^ Rag^ at tjiw 
Confirmation (as he thought it) of her A£ 
fe&ionfor the Captain* went haftify t^ his 
wicked Confidant:— " I>ofl; thou knoW, ^ 
he, trembling with Fury, that my Wife |$.irj 
fuch Grief for the Captain's Misi*ctftuiie,^|tel 
&e is almoft diflra&edf" ^ > * 

" Howcan it Jbeotheywife* replied theLieu> 
tenant, when he is her &#?£>" 1 } A- 

r " a Her Souli repeated the fiir^oasf^^r^^li 
J wnltear her Soul fronrHerltedy J- 4 -! ifeouW 
t>e unworthy tbe Name of a Stfait if I rufifef^d 
fuchaWiietchtQriYe: w 

Then ironfiutirig together how they fhoujd 
difpatch her, whether by Poifon,,or a Qag r 
ger, the Lieutenant paufing, faid, "I hayet 
thought of a Method djt which yqu may, kill 
*er, Without giving Suipicion to any on*, that 
you had" any Haid in her Deaths and this id 
is; The Houfe in which you live is very ©W* 

and 



ancjl Ae^keling of ypur Chamber has yianji 
Cracks in it \ t tis my Adyicjc'tnat we &pjdd 
oeat Difimonq with a Bag of San£t$t fhQ 
$ies, that no Mark Qf V^olen.cq ma^ appear 
on her Body ; when fhe is dead we will throw 
down Part of a rotten Beam from the Citing, 
and having Broke her Scull, pretend fhe wat 
killed by the Fall of the Beam as fhe lay in 
Bed. 

This cruel Contrivance pl^afed the Moor 

Stremely, and havingj agreed to execute it 
e^. following Nighty he found Means fe- 
grejfy ^q convey the. Lieutenant into, a Clofet 
Within fye Bed-Chamber. 
" The unhappy Difdemona retired at her ufuat 
Jfaur to Bed> and the Moor with her; they 
h[ad not lap long before the Lieutenant majfc- 
lp& £ornejittle ruftlinginthe Clofqt, th^Jlfoor 

led bi3 1 "VV'ife if fhe heard any Noife ? ' ... 

SHc^nlWering in the affirmative, rife then, 

f tie Mw 9 ; and fee what it is ? 

Hie Lady got up immediately, and theLieu- 
teriant that Moment rufhing out of the Clofet, 
gaveher a furious Blow with a Bag of Sandon her 
J^d^jhe.wret^^ on the Floor 

^rr^ft breathjefs,, yet faintly calling her Hut- 
:^anXto help her, he throwing himfelf out of 
the Bed, /replied, infamous Woman, thou 
now receive!! the Reward of thy Uncbaftity^ 
tr^s Qught ajl Adulterefle$ to be treated, who 
^ely ding their Hufcands yirltfe ^ feigned A^ec- 
/[fWJjL ^padtnemwith Shame and Griefs "' ' \ 
w ,Tw" wfe^:^ed„ Lady hearing ti^ete Wonfy 
^artft reeling herfelf near her Bid, by another 
JP|qw which the cruel Lieutenant had given 
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her, fighed out with a broken and interrupted 
ywre—— Since juftice has been denied me Fn 
this World, Oh, let the Divide Juftice bear 
Witnefs to my Inhbcence, ani receive my 
Soul to Mercy. 

The remofftlefs Villain, unmoved with 
this pathetic Exclamation, ftriking her a 
third Time with all his Force, (he expired 
immediately. 

When tney were convinced flie was dead, 
the Lieutenant took her off the Floor, and 
xrafhing her Scull laid her in the Bed, then 
with the Moor's Affiftance, broke down Part 
of a Beam, and.placed it fo as to give it an Ap- 
pearance of having fallen upon her Head. k 

The Lieutenant then went cautioufly out of 
the Houfe ; and the Moor with loud Cries, began 
to calif or Help," faying the Houfe was tum- 
bling down ; the Servants and Neighbours ran 
in to his Affiftance, and feme of them ap» 
proaching the Bed, found Difdemona within 
it dead* and, as they fuppofed, murdered by 
the Fall of the Beam. 

* This piteous Spectacle drew 1 Tears and 
Complaints from all who beheld it, and the 
iiext Day the Corpfe of the injured Lady was 
buried, amidft the univerfal Grief of all $ie 
Inhabitants of Cyprus^ to whom her Virtues 
had rendered her extremely dear. 

The Manner of her Death not being fufpe£fc- 
ed by aiiy one, the villainous Perpetrators of it 
thought themfelves abfolutely fecure, bul the 
Almighty Juftice would not long permit fuch 
a Crime tq remain unpunifhed. 

The 



>,•. rpfig ±fa o9r ^ ^ h a( j j ove j. ffc unhappy 
^Lady with the utmoft Excefs of Paflion^ find- 
Jhk mmfelf deprived of her for ever, and not 
''&HM td endure the Lofs, his whole Sou* was 
filled with the moft torturing Anguifh. and 
r, ltf 'the Frenzy of his Grief, he would tearch 
' for her in evety Apartment of theHoufe, and 
•call inceflantly on her Name; then reflecting, 
that by the Lieutenant's Accusations he had 
; Jbft this beloved Wife for ever, and with her 
: -'Sfi the 'Comfort arid Happinefs of his Life, he 
; Conceived fo violent a Hatred of hiril, tfifot 
r he could nbt endure to have him in his Sight, 
and had he not feared the inviolable Juftice 
of the Venetian Senate, he would have put 
him* to Death ; but not being able to jjo this, 
Without hazarding his own Life, that he 
^ftiight in fo'me, Meafufe gratify his kevenge, 
• u iie deprived hiiti of his Poft. ^ 
- l i u The Lieutenant enraged as this Treat- 
• ! knent, refolved to effe& his Ruin ; and for 
that Pdrpofe went to the Captain, who was 
t now recovered, but with the Lofs of his Leg, 
'having been obliged to have a wooden one in 
'•its ftea4 "The Time is now come, iatd the 
^tffabdlidal Villain, in which' you fnay take 
^Vengeance on the Man whb was' the Occati- 
bft of the Lofs of your Leg j if you will go 
^yith me to Venice*, I will there difcover him 
to you and the Senate, and prove the Truth 
bf what I now fay; but here, forihanyRea- 
'"ions* I dare not fpeak plainer.* 1 
- The Captain, who wifhed for ilotHirig* fo 
much as to be revenged on this fecret Enenty, 
. tanked the Lieutenant for his Information, 
Vol, I. G and 
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and a few Days after they both embarked, for ' 
Venice. . . : 

When they arrived^ the Lieutenant told 
him that it was the Moor who had cut 'off his 
Leg, through an Opinion that he had dif- 
honoured his Wife, and that for the feme ; 
Caufc he had alfo murdered her, and made 
it be reported that fhe was killed by the Fall 
of a Beam. 

The Captain hereupon accufed the Moor 
to the Venetian Senate, of having deprived 
him of his Leg, and murdering his Lady, 
producing the Lieutenant for a Witnefs to 
both thefe Fa£rs. 

The Lieutenant then related the Manner in 
which it had been executed, adding, that the 
Moor had communicated this whole Scheme to 
him, and offered him great Rewards to affift 
him in it, which becaufe of the Wickednefi 
of the Deeds, he had abfolutely refufed. 

The Senate, enraged at the Cruelty which 
had been pradtifed by a Barbarian upon two 
of their Citizens, fent Orders to have the 
Moor arretted at Cyprus^ and brought with a 
ftrong Guard to Venice. 

Soon after his Arrival he was publicly tried, ' 
but perfifting in a Denial of the Crimes with 
which he was accufed, he was put to the Tor- 
ture, but fuch was his extream Obflinacy 
and Contempt of Pain, that all the different 
Torments which were inflicted on him, were 
not able to force a Confeffion from his Lips. 

He was therefore fent back to Prifon, and 
fome Time after banifhed from Venice fox 
ever, but though he had efcaped Death by the 

Law, 
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Law, yet the Relations of Difdemona procured 
him to be murdered in the Place to which he 
had retired. - * 

The Lieutenant returned to his own Coun- 
try, and continuing Hill in his wicked Pra&i- 
ccs, he accufed one of his Companions of 
having offered him a Reward. to kill his Ene- 
my } the Gentleman was feized and racked, 
but he denied the Fa& fo refolutely, and 
fpoke fo much againft his wicked Accufer, 
that he alfo was put to the fame Torture, fo that 
being miferably mangled, he died as they were 
taking him down from the Rack, to carry 
him to his own Houfe. 

The Lieutenant's Wife,after her Hufband's 
Death, returning to Venice* related all the 
foregoing Particulars to the Senate. And thus 
by the efpecial Providence of God was the 
Death of the innotent Difdemona revenged* 
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Observations w f£t U/S Shakefpear has 
f made of the foregoing Novel in his Tragedy of 
Othello, or the Moor of Venice, 



fiT HELLO, or the Moor of Venice, the 
^ Plot of which is drawn from the foregoing 
Novel of Giraldi Cinthio, has always been 
efteemed one of the beft of Shakefpear 9 ^ Tra- 
gedies. 

'Tis confeffed the Fable is more regular* 
the Incidents lefs numerous and clofer connect- 
ed, and the Subject more of a Piece than any 
ether of his Plays, except Romeo and Juliet. 

The Fable Shakefpear found already form- 
ed to his Hands* fome few Alterations he has 
made ia it, and generally for the better. 

Thus it ftands in the Poet.. 

Othello, a Moor defcended of Royal Blood*, 
eminent for his great Valour, and the Services 
he had done the Venetians in their Wars, is> 
preferred by the Senate to the Government o£ 
thelfland- of Cyprus, which was threatned 
yrith an Invafion by the Turks* 

Othello, being commanded to go immediate- 
ly to his Government, takes with him, at her 
earrieft Requeft, his Bride Defdemona, a young 
Lady of great Beauty, Daughter to a Senator 
G 3 • of 
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of Venice* who had married him unknown to 
her Father. 

lago* Ancient to Othello*- being jealous 
that the Moor had had an Intrigue with his 
Wife, and defirous ef procuring the Poft of 
Lieutenant for himfelf, which was poffeffed 
by Cafjio* a young Officer very dear to the 
Moor, to gratify his Revenge ana Ambition at 
once, he entertains a Deftgn of making Othello 

1'ealous of Defdemona and Cajfio* fo to bring a- 
)out her Death, and the Removal of Cajfio. 

To effecl this, by various Arts he raifes 
Sufpicions in the Mind of Othello* and to con- 
firm them prevails on his Wife, who attend- 
ed Defdemona) to deal a Handerchief which 
the Moor had given her. 

This Handkerchief he drops in Gajfio's 
"Apartment, and Othello accidentally feeing it 
in his Hand, is convinced of his Wife ? s In- 
fidelity, orders Iago to kill his Rival, promifing 
to make him his Lieutenant in his (lead, and 
himfelf fmothers Defdemona in her Bed* 

Cajfio efcapes only with a flight W^und. 

Emilia* the Wife of /ago, finding her Mif- 
trefs murdered, and hearing Othello declare 
he had killed her through her Hufband's In- 
formations that (he had wronged him trith 
Cajfio* in whofe Poffeflion he had feen the 
Handkerchief he had given her $ {he con- 
fefles (he had ftolen the Handkerchief at her 
Hufband's Requeft. 

Iago* finding himfelf difcovered, (tabs his 
Wife, and in Fart confefles his ViJlany. 

Othello* m Defpair, falls upon his Sword 
and dies, and thePunifhment of Iago is left to 

Cajfto* 
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Cffffioi who before Othello's Death was or- 
dered by the Senate to take upon him the Go- 
vernment of Cyprus 

Jn Cinthio the Moor is mentioned without 
any Mark of Diftin&ion ; Shake/pear makes 
him defcended from a Race of Kings, his 
Perfon is therefore ma.de more confiderable in 
the Play than in the Novel, and the Dignity 
which the Venetian Senate beftows upon him 
is fefs to be wondered at. 

In the Play, Cajjio+ the Perfon of whom 
Othello is jealous, is reprefented to be a young 
-amiable Officer, remarkable for the Agreeable- 
iiefs of his Perfon, and the Sweetnefs of his 
Manners, and therefore likely enough to in- ^ 
fpire Defdemona with a Paffion for him. 

In the Novel, thefe Qualities are all afcrib- 
ed to the Villain who betrays the Moor to the 
Murder of his Wife j and the fufpecled Rival 
is no more than an ordinary Perfon. 

Cinthio might perhaps think it neceffary to 
give his Villain a pleafing Perfon arid infinuat- 
ing Addrefs, in order to make his Artifices lefe 
fufpe&ed ; but to give Probability to the Jea- 
loufy of the Moor, was it not alfo as necef- 
fary to make the fufpe&ed Rival poflefs fome 
- of thofe Qualities with which the Minds of 
young Ladies are fooneft captivated. 

Shakefpear therefore paints Cajjio young, 

1 handfome, and brave ; and Othello, who feeds 

his Jealoufy, by reflecting that he himfelf is 

neither young nor handfome, by the fame 

Train of Thought falls naturally into a SuP- 

-,picion, that what he lofes, fo/ want of thofe 

" G 4 Qualities, 
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Qualities, will be gained by another who po£ 
fefles them. 

But on the other Hand Shakefpearhzs made 
a very ill Ufe of the Lieutenant's Wife. 

Ctnthio fliews this Woman privy, much a- 
againft her Will, to the Defign on Dif- 
demona-) and though fhe dares not difcover it 
to her, for fear of her Hufband's Refentment, 
yet fhe endeavours to put her upon her Guard, 
and gives her fuch Advice, as fhe thinks will 
render all his Schemes ineffectual. 

Shake/pear calls this Woman Emilia^ and 
makes her the Attendant and Friend of 
Defdemona* yet fhews her ftealing a Hand- 
kerchief from her, which fhe gives to her 
Hufband, telling him at the fame Time that 
the Lady will run mad when fhe mifles it ; 
therefore, if it is not for fome Purpofe of Im- 
portance that he wants it, defires him to re- 
turn it to her again. 

If her Hufband wants it for any Purpofe of 
Importance, that Purpofe cannot be very 
good; this Sufpicion however never enters 
her Mind, but (he gives it him only upon that 
very Condition, which ought to have made her 
refufe it. 

Yet this Woman is the firft who perceives 
Othello to be jealous, and repeats this Obfer- 
vatictn to her Miftrefs, upon hearing him fo 
often demand the Handkerchief fhe had ftolen, 
and fly into a Rage when he finds his Wife 
cannot produce it. 

Emilia pronounces him jealous, perceives 
the Lofs of that fatal Handkerchief, confirms 
fome Sufgicions he bad entertained, and though 

fhe 



flie loves her Miftrefs to Excefs, chufes rather 
to let her fuffer all the bad. Confequences oiF 
his Jealoufy, than confefs fhe had takervthe 
Handkerchief, which might have fet all right 
again;; and yet this fame Woman, who could 
iacfc (b bafe and cruel a Part againft her Mif- 
trefr, ha; no greater Care in dying, than to 
belaid by her Side. 

Mr. Rymer^ in his Criticifims on this Play, 
feverely cenfures the Characters as well as the 
Fable, and Conduct of the Incidents. 

That of Emilia though more inconfiftent 
than any, he has taken no Notice of; and 
moft of the Charges he brings againft the 
others have little or no Foundation. 

The Character of lago^ fays this Critic, is 
againft common Senfe and Nature. " Shake- 
** fpear would pafs upon us a clofe,. diffem- 
c< bling, falfe, infinuating Rafcal, inftead of 
u an open-hearted, frank plain dealing Sol- 
iC dier ; a Character conftantly worn by thefn 
" for fome .Thoufands of Years in the 
« World." 

The Soldiers are indeed greatly obliged to- 
tAr.Ryme r for this Aflertion, but though it may 
in general be true, yet furely it is not abfurd 
to fuppofe that fome few Individuals amongft - 
diem- may be clofe diflembling Villains.. 

lago was a Soldier, it is true, but he was alfi> 
an Italian ; lie was born in a Country remark- 
able for the deep Art, Cruelty, and revengeful 
Temper of its Inhabitants.. To have painted. 
an Italian injured j or under a Sufpicion of be- 
ing injured,, and not to have (hewn him re- 
G 5 veilgeful,. 
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vengeful, would have been miftaking his Cha- 
rafter. 

It is with Juftice indeed that Mr. Ryjner 
condemns Shake/pear for^that unneceffary and* 
diabolical Cruelty he makes lago guilty, of in 
urging Othello to the Murder of the innocent 
Lady who had never offended him ; his Point 
was gained by making Othello jealous, and 
procuring his Confent to the Death of CaJJio 9 . 
who flood in his Way to Preferment: But 
the Murder of 'Dejdemona was fuch an Excefs 
of wanton Cruelty, that one can hardly con- 
ceive it poffible a Man could be fo tranfcendr 
ently wicked. * 

Cinthto indeed makes lago not only urge 
Othello to the Murder of his Wife, but is him- 
felf the Perpetrator of it y this feems ftill more 
abfurd ; but he tells us, that he had been vio- 
lently in love with Difdemona, and the Indif- 
ference {he had difcovered towards him con- 
. verted his Love into a fettled Hatred. 

Shakefpear injudicioufly copies Cinthto in 
making lago confefs a Paflion for Defdemona, 
as it rendered his urging on her Murder fefs 
probable ; fince in. the Play lago had no Op- 
portunity of declaring that Love to her,, and 
confequently could not be Simulated by her 
Contempt of him to a& fo cruel a Part againft 
her. 

But he has greatly improved on the Novel- 
rft by making him jealous of the Moor with, 
his own Wife j this Circumftance being fuf- 
ficient, in an Italian efpecially, to account 
for the Revenge he takes on Othello* though 
his Barbarity to Defdemna is ftill unnatural. 

Upon 



, Upon the whole, there is very little Difference 
between the Chara&er of the Lieutenant as 
It is drawn in the Novel, and lago as managed 
. in the Play j his ambiguous Queftions v dark 
Hints, and villainous Arts to raife Sufpicions 
ill the Miqd of Othello are the fame in the No- 
vel as in the Play 3 and the Scene where Othello 
is made to obferve the Geftures of CaJJio 
while he is tajking to Iago 9 is exactly copied 
from Cinfhio j as is likewife a preceding one, 
where Othello* tormented with Doubts about 
his Wife, threatens lago with Deftrudrion, 
unleft he gives him ocular Proof of her Dif- 
honefty. 

This Demand, with Iago's Expostulations, 
Arguments, and fatisfaclory Replies, are alfo 
the fame with thofe in the Novel. 

The Character of Defdemona fares no bet- 
ter in Mr, Rymer's Hands, than that of lago 3 
her Love for the Moor, he fays, is out of Na- 
ture. 

Such Affections are not very common in- 
deed $ but a very few Inftances of them prove 
that they are not impoffible $ and even in Eng- 
lana) we fee fome very handfome Women 
married to Blacks, where their Colour is lefs 
farniliar than at Venice ; befides the Italian La- 
dies are remarkable for fuch Sallies of irre- 
gular Paflions. 

Cinthioy it is taie, fays, that Difdemonawaz 
not overcome by a womanifh Appetite, but 
reprefents her, as Shakefpear does likewife, 
iubdued by the great* Qualities of the Moor. 

Courage in Men has always had an invin- 
cible Charm for the Ladies \ Defdemona ad- 
G 6 ' mired 
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mired the Moorfor his Valour, and the Tran- 
fition from extreme Admiration to Love is 
very eafy in a female Mind. 

Mr. Kymer alledges, that §hakefpear makes 
Defdemona a Senator's Daughter inftead of a 
fimple Citizen ; and this he imputes to him 
as a Fault, which is perhaps a great Inftance 
of his Judgment. 

There is lefs Improbability in fuppofing a 
noble Lady, educated in Sentiments fuperiof 
to the Vulgar, fliould fall in love with a Man 
merely for the Qualities of his Mind, than 
that a mean Citizen fhould be poflefled of fuch 
exalted Ideas, as to overlook the Disparity of 
Years and Complexion, and be enamoured of 
Virtue in the Perfon of a Moor. 

However, it is not true, that Sbakefpearhzz 
changed a fimple Citizen into a Lady of Qua- 
lity, fince Defdemona in the Novel is men- 
tioned as a Woman of high Birth. 

Cinthio calls her Cittadina^ which Mr. Ry 
mer tranflatesa fimple Citizen ; but the Itar 
Hans by that Phrafe mean a Woman of 
Quality. 

U they were, for Example, to fpeak of a 
Woman of the middle Rank in Rome, they 
would fay, Una Romana\ if of a noble Lady, 
Una Cittadina Romana : So in Venice \ they call 
a fimple Citizen Una Venitiana; but a Woman* 
of Quality, Una Cittadina Venitiana* 

That Simplicity in the Manners of Defde- 
mona, which Mr. Rymer calls Folly and Mean- 
nefs of Spirit, is the Charafleriftic of Virtue 
and Innocence.. 

Dtfdtmon* 
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) Xkfdmate 'was cofcfcious of no Guilt, and 
therefore Mpefted nfl Blame : She had fo late- 
ly given the Moor an incontcftabk Proof of 
her Affection; that it was not unnatural for 
heir to impute his fudden Starts of Paffion to* 
4bwe ^ther Caufe than Jealoufy. 

- The whole Strefs of the Proof againft DefU 
demona is laid upon the Handkerchief, as well 
in ihe Novel as the Play ; though I think irt 
the Novel it is more artfully managed j there 
the Moo* infills upon feeing it in the Captain's 
Poflfeflion e'fer he will refolve any Thing againft 
his Wife ? and the Lieutenant contrives to. 
give him this Satisfaction. 

OthtUty in the Play, has not the leaft Ap- 
pearance of Proof againft his Wife, but fee- 
ing the Handkerchief in the Lieutenant's Pof-^ 
feffion ; yet this is brought about by mere Ac- 
cident. 

Bianca, to- whom Caffio had givera it to 
have the Work copied, (which, by the way,, 
was an odd Whim for a Soldier) comes to him 
" while he is engaged in a private Difcourfe with 
lagoy and Othello obferving them concealed,, 
and in a Fit of Jealoufy, throws the Handker- 
chief at his Head.. 

This happens well for 'ft go's Plot ; but as 
he did not, and indeed could not forefee, this 
lucky Accident, methinks it would have been 
more natural* fince every Thing depended 
upon that, to have made it the Effect of fome 
Contrivance of his.. 

The Outlines of lag** Defdemona s and CaJJio's 
Characters are taken from the Novell but 
that of Othello is entirely the Poet's own. 

In 
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In Cinthio we have a Moor, valiant indeed, 
as we are told, but fufpicious, fullen, cunning, 
obftinate and cruel. 

Such a Character married to the fair Defde- 
mona muft have given Difguft on the Stage $ 
the Audience would have been his Enemies, 
and Defdemona herfeif would have funk into 
Contempt for chufing him. 

With what Judgment then has Shake/pear 
changed the horrid Moor of Cinthio into the 
amiable Othello^ and made the fame Afiiona 
which we deteft in one, excite our Compaf- 
fion in the other ! 

The Virtues of Bhakefpear y % Mow are rh 
Ms chara&eriftic than the Vices of Cinthitfs ; 
they are the wild Growth of an uncultivated 
Mind, barbarous and rude as the Clime he is 
born in; thus, his Love is almoft Phrenfy; 
his Friendfhip Simplicity ; his Juftice crud^ 
and his Remorfe Self-Murder ,., 




The 
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^Tbe ninth Novel of thefecond Day of 
\ . the Decamerone of Boccaccio. 




O M E Italian Merchants meet- 
ing at Paris, whither their dif- 
ferent Affairs had brought them, 
they went^as was their Cuftom, 
to fup together at a Tavern; 
and, towards the CJofe of the 
Entertainment, their Spirits being raifed by 
the Wine, of which they drank, pretty freely, 
they began, after having difcufled feveral other 
Subjects, to fpeak of their Wives, whom they 
had left behind them in their Houfes ; and one 
of them, laughing, faid : 

" 1 know not how my Wife employs herfelf 
in my Abfenc^e, but this I am certain of; that 
when I am at a Diftance from her, I freely in- 
dulge myfelf in the Purfuit of any young Girl 
that pleafes me, and never fail to make myfelf 
Mafter of her Perfon, if I pofiibly can." 

Another replied, "that he did the fame; 
becaufe, added he, whether I believe my 
Wife unfaithful* or not, (he will be fo if fhe 
pleafes/* . 

A 



A Third allured his Companions u that-fie* 
was of the fame Opinion;" and, in fine, they 
all agreed in declaring,, " that they believed* 
their Wives Would not lofe Time in their 
Abfence $" except a Gtnoefe Merchant, named 
Btrnaba LomiUin* 

This young Man, who was paffionately fond 
of his Wife, affinried, "thatty the efpecial 
l?tovidence of God he had married a Woman 
fo accomplifhed in all Virtues, that Italy could 
fcarce produce her Equal." 

" HerPerijan; faid he, is. perfe£lly beaM$i- 
ftjl ; fhe is in the Prime of her Youth ; an&ls 
not only ffeilkdin all domeftic Employments 
fit for a Perfon of her Rank, but fhe reads, 
writes, and difcourfes upon Bufinefs, as well 
as if fhe was a Merchant 5 fhe is alfo wife,, 
prudent and amiable ; and fo abfolutely chafte,, 
that I am perfuaded, if I was to beabfent rrom< 
her ten Years, fee would preferve her Fidelity 
to me inviolable." 

, This laft Praife extremely diverted a young 

Merchant of Piacenza y named Ambrogimtky 

who, laughing, afked Bernabo " if he pofleffe.d 

.this Privilege above other Men by a Pateiit 

from the Emperor. y 

" This Happinefs, replied Bernabo* a little 
offerided, is ndt granted by the Emperor, but 
by God, whom I look upon to be little more 
powerful than the Emperor ." 

<c I do not in the leaft doubt, replied Jmbro- 
giudoy but that you believe what you fay ; but 
you have too little confidered the Nature of 

Things, 
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Things, otherwife you would not be to grofsly 
deceived^ but would fpeak lefs affuredly upon 
this Matter ; do you imagine that y?e, who 
have delivered our Sentiments thus freely of 
our Wives, believe we have married Women, 
whofe Difpofitions are different from yours? 
no, we hold all Women to be alike ; and the 
Judgment we have formed of them arifes 
from our having well reflected on their Na~ 
tures; let us then examine this Matter a lit- 
tle." 

I have always understood Man to be the 
nobkft Animal of God's Creattpo ; and that 
the Woman holds the next Place $ if Man 
therefore, as he is generally believed, and 
proves by his Faculties, is the neareftto Per- 
fection, he muft certainly be endowed with 
jnore Firmnefs and Conftancy than the Wo- 
man, who is univerfally allowed to be a fickle 
and variable Creature; yet finceMan, with 
all his Firmnefs and Conftancy cannot refift 
thofe Defires which make him feek the Pof- 
feffion of any one that pleafes him, how oanft 
thou hope that a Woman, changeable and un- 
fixed by Nature, {hould be able to refift the 
Force of Intreaties, Praifes, Gifts, and a 
Thoufand other ' Temptations, with whkfh 
Men who know the Sex, endeavour to enfnare 
them?" 

<c Can you then, refleftijajs; upon ibis Tcutb, 
believe your Wife faithful ?" - 

" I confefs, though you fhould tell me you 
di>, 'I could not believe you." x 

" Is not your Wife a Woman, has fee 
not Ftefh and Blood as o$ber Women hav$? 

arc 
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are not the fame Defires given to ber as to 
others, and the fame Ability to refift them ? 
'tis therefore poffible, although (he be very 
virtuous, that flie may do as others do 5 and 
you ought not fopofitively to affirm trie con- 
trary." 

To this long Speech Barnabo replied : 
" I am a Merchant, and not a Philofopher, 
therefore will not pretend to reafon with ybu j 
but this I muft fay, that thofe Women who 
are unchafte, are fo, becaufe they have no 
Senfe of Shame, and are indifferent about the 
Worlds Opinion ; but Women* who are wife 
and virtuous, are fo follicitous to preferve 
their Honour, that they become ftrongcr than 
Men, who take no Care to reftrain their irre- 
gular Appetites ; and my Wife is of the Num- 
ber of thofe Women who are watchful over 
their Appetites, and follicitous to preferve 
their Honour/' 

** Truly, replied ^m^r^/i^fo, if every Time 
a Woman was unfaithful to her Hufband, a 
Horn mould grow out of her Forehead, and 
bear Witnefs to the Faft, I believe few Wo- 
men would be guilty of Infidelity ; but the 
Horn neither grows, nor in Women who 
manage their Intrigues wifely, does there re- 
main the leaft Trace of their Crime ; for 
their Shame does not confift in their Infidelity, 
but in that Infidelity being difcovered ; there- 
fore when they can be unchafte feciirely, they 
are fo, and when they are not unchafte, 'tis 
becaufe they are ftupid ; and be allured there- 
fare. 
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fore, *hat (he only is chafte who was riever 
' folltcited, orbeingfollicited never yielded.'* 
"And although I am convinced of this 
Truth, by confidering in general the Frailty 
of Human Nature, yet I would not fpeak fo 
pofitively as I do, if I had not many Times, 
and with many different Women^ proved it 
beyond Contradiction ; and I am afto peffuad- 
ed, that if I was near thy- fupremely virtuous 
Wife, I fhould in a very fliort Space of Time 
bring her to that, to which I have brought 
many others." . ^ 

<c It fignifies nothing dlfputihg, replied 
Bamako, (greatly difturbed ) Words prove 
. nothing at all j but fince you fay that no Wo- 
man is able to refift Sollicitatioris, and are fo 
rconfidentjof your own Power with the Sex, that 
r you are absolutely certain yon can corrupt my 
^Wife^ I am willing to lofe my Head if you 
fucceed in your Attempts upon her Chaftity, 
and if you do not, you {hall lofe a Th6trfand 
Florinsof Gold to<me*" » ;■ . • .t 

* c I know not, returned Ambtogiuulo^ 'al- 
ready fired at his Proportion, what I mould 
do with your. Head if you loft it to me,' but 

»iif you are willing to have a Proof of what I 
have maintained, do you lay five Thoufahd' 
Florins? of Gold (which ought to be lefs dear 
to you than your Head) again ft a Thousand of 
mine, and I will oblige myfelf to go to Genoa y 
and in three Months from the Day I depart 
from hence, will prevail upon thy Wife to 

> yield to my Defires, and* in Token of my 

Succefs, 
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Succefsj will bring with rfte fomc pf lier mod 

Erecious Thing6, and give you fuch certain 
larks, that you yourfelf fball confefe I have 
accomplished my Defign. " 

<c But you muft promife me faithfully that 
you will not come to Genoa during my Stay 
there, nor write any Account of this Matter 
to your Wife." 

Bernabo was extremely pleafed with this 
Propofel, but the other Merchants,, who were 
prefent, fearing fome bad Confequence would 
arife from fuch a ftrange Scheme*, were .very!' 
much troubled, and endeavoured to preyent 
its being put into Execution. . . 

• ■ , • . . . ' \ , 

However, the two Perfons ; concenacd were 
fo refolutely bent on their Purpofe, that all 
Difluafions were ineffectual ; and an Obliga- 
tion in Writing being drawn up, they both 
figned and fealed it in the Pretence of 4bei* 
Cbmpanions j apd a few DaysVter Ambragiuth 
went to Genoa \ Bernabo^ according to his 
Promife, flaying at Paris to expe& his Re* 
turn. 

As foon as Ambrogiuolo arrived at Genoa* he 
began fecretly to enquire after the Behaviour 
and Manner of Life of Bernabo's Wife, zni, 

i cornparing the Reports of others, with what: 
Bernabo had tdld him concerning her, he 

.. found the Merchant had not been too lavifh. 
in her Praifes ; and his Enterprize now ap- 
pearing even to himfelf ralh and impra&tea^ 
We, he was beginning to lofe all Hopes of 
being able to accomrdtfh it, when Chancy 
; threw 
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threw in his Way a poor Woman, who was 
often employed in the Houfe of Madonna 
Zhuvra, fo wasthe Wife of Bernabo called. 

Atnbragiuolo corrupting this W6m*n witk 
a Sum of Money, engaged her to affifchim, in 
his Defign on the Lady. " 

Giving Orders therefore for a Cheft to be 
made after a particular Manner* he laid him- 
felf into it, and tbe,old Womwi' pretending, 
ihe h^d fome Bufifte& 'tot tranfa&a.few.Milea ;, 
out of the Town, which would oblige her to 
ftfiy a Day or two away, intreated Madohna 
Zinevra, who had a great Kindnefs for her*, 
to let this Cheft ftand in her Bed-Chamber till 
fliet returned, the Lady confented, and the 
Cheft, with Ambfogiuoh within it, was placed 
where fhe defired. 

' Zinevra retiring to Reft at.her ufual Hour, 
Ambrogiuolo, when he was aflkred that (he was - 
afleep, came foftly out of the Cheft into the 
Chamber, and, by the; Light of a Taper which 
was burning, took particular Notice of the 
Pi&ures and Furniture of the Room. 

Then, advancing to the Bed, where the 
Lady and a little Girl that was with her flept 
very fbundly, he gently uncovered her, and 
faw that (he was no lefs beautiful naked than 
dreft, and as he was thus contemplating her, 
and wifliing to difcover fome particular Mark 
about her Perfon, which might help him to 
deceive her Hufband, he at laft fpied a large 
Mole under her lefYBreaft, with feveral Hairs 
round it of the Colour of Gold. 

Satisfied 
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Satisfied with this Difcovery, he replaced 
theCloaths, but her* Beauty inflaming his De- ' 
fires, he was (bme Mordents in Sufpence 
whether he flxftikl riot wake toer, and declare 
the Caufe of his coming thither* to be his Love 
of her. ... 

Reflecting however upon the Severity of 
her Virtue; he refolved not to hazard his 
Life bydifcoveringhimftJf, btitpafledthe reft 
of the Night at his Eafe jn^he Chamber. 

Day approaching he retired into the Cheffy! 
taking with him a Purfe, a Ring, and fome ' 
other Trifles. 

In this Confinement hepafled another Nigrrf, 
and the Day following the Woman coming 
for her Cheft, he was released ; arid hav- n 
ing thus traiteroufly accomplifhed his Intenti- 
ons, he left Genoa, and arrived at Paris before 
the Time prefixed for his Return. 

BernabO) and the Merchants who werepre- 
fent at the Wager, were iiimmoned by Am- 
brogiuoh, and when they were all met, he de- 
clared he had won the Wager, for that the 
Wife of Bernab$ had yielded to his £)efire$, 
producing as a Proof of what he faid, the 
Things which he had taken away, faying 
they were given him by the Lady ; the Furni- , 
ture of whofe Bed-Chamber he alfo d£fcribed. 

Bernabo confefled that his Defcription of 
die BedfChamberhvas right, and alfo that the 
Things he produced were certainly his Wife's, 
but added, that neither of thefe Circumftances 
were any Proof of his Wife's Infidelity, fince 

he 
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he might by fome Suatagem haveproeured the; 
Knowledge of the one, and the Poffeffion of 
the other, and therefore if he had no other 
Proofs, thefe were infufficient to- make him 
give up the .Wager. 

"Thefe Prooofs, replied Ambrogiuolo> ought 
to be fufficient, but fince you will oblige me 
to produce more, I will." 

" Madonna Zinevra, your Wife, ha* a 
large Mole under her left Breaft, round which 
there are two or three Hairs of the Colour of 
Gold." 

Bernabo ftruck to the Heart by thefe Words, 
made known by the Change of his Colour, 
and the Rage and Grief which took PofteJIiort 
of his Features, that what Ambrogiualo had 
faid was true, but a few Minutes after, con- 
firming it by his Words, 

" Gentlemen, faid he, Ambrogiuolo has van- 
quiflied, Iconfefsit, and am ready to pay him 
the Money he has won, whenever he comes - 
to demand it." 

Accordingly the next Day Ambr&giuolo went 
to the Lodgings of Bernabo, who paid him 
the five Thoufand Florins; and departing 
from Paris, went to Genoa, with a fell Sold 
againfi the betrayed Zinevra. 

As foon as he arrived, he retire^ to one of 
his Qpuntry Houfesy at afmall Pittance from 
the TTown, and there calling a faithful Ser- 
vant, he ordered him to get two Horfcs ready, 

and 
t 



and cany a Letter from him to his Wife, inf- 
porting his Defires, that {be feould return W4*h 
the Bearerto him 1 ; and thengaveaftri# Com- 
mand to the Servant to murder hep as foorira? 
< they came into a convenient Place. ' •' i - 

The Servant affured him of his Obedience, 
and rode immediately to Town with the Let- 
ter ; which Zinevra receiving with great Joy* 
prepared herfelf for her Journey die next 
Morning ; and accompanied orfy by the Per- 
fon who came to feteh her, me took the 
Road to her Hufband's Villa, difcourftng as 
they went upon indifferent Things. : when 
coming into a large and folrtary Valley, fur- 
rounded with high Trees, the Servant^ think- 
ing this a fit Place to execute his Matter's Or* 
ders, fuddenly ftopt, and drawing out a larger 
Knife < feized the Lady by the Arm. 

"Madam, faid he, recommend your Soul 
to God, for you muft die in a few Moments/' 

The Lady hearing thefe dreadful Words} 
and beholding the fatal Knife, all trembling 
with Fear and Surprize, cried out, 

" Oh! Mercy gracious Heaven ! why will 
you murder me r Tell me in what I have of- 
fended you, that you refolve to kirl me?" 

* c Madam, replied the Servant, you have not 
offended me in any Thing, how you have 
offended your Huflbandl know 1 not, but he 
has commanded mc to 4 murder you without 

Mercy 
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Mercy in this Place, and if I do not obey 
fejjp, threatens to hang me, 

"You know by what Tyeg I am bound to 
him, and that I have it not in my Power to re- 
lufe Compliance with any of his Orders ; God 
knows I pity you ; but I muft execute his Will." 

" Oh grsuit me Mercy, for the Sake of Hear 
ven ! replied the Lady, all diflblved in Tears ; 
do not become a Murderer of one who never 
injured you to pleafe another. 

" God, from whom nothing is concealed, 
knows I never was guilty of any A<3ion for 
which I merit this Ufage from my Hufband ; 
tut of that no more. 

iC Suffer me only to reprefent to you how 
you may at once avoid offending God, pleafe 
your Matter, and ferve me, and that in thk 
Manner : 

" You may give me your upper Coat and 
Hat, and take my Cloaths, and returning with 
them to your Mailer, tell him you have mur- 
dered me $ and I fwear to you by that Prefer^ 
vation for which I fliall be obliged to you, that 
I will keep myfelf concealed, and wander into 
fome diftant Place, and neither you or ]pe 
(hall ever hear of me again in this Country ." 

The Servant, who was very unwilling to . 
murder her, eafily yielded to his Companion 
and her Entreaties, and gave her his Coat and 
Hat, together with what Money * he found a- 
feout her ; and after earn eft ly defying her to 
quit Genoa as foon-as, poflible, took her Cloaths, 
and leaving her alone and on foot in the Val- 

Vol.I. H ley. 
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l«y, returned to his Matter, to whom he de- 
clared, " that he had murdered her, and that 
'her dead Body was devoured by the Wolves." 

The unhappy Lady being alone and difcon- 
folate in the dreary Valley which had been 
deftined for the Scene of her Murder, knew 
not whither to diredi her Steps ; but Night 
drawing on, and her Apprehenfions of that 
dreadful Place encreafing with the approaching 
Darknefs, (heftruckinto a foot Path, which 
led at laft to a little Village ; and there going 
into the Cottage of an old Woman, procured 
fome Neceffaries fit for her Appearance as a 
Sailor, and thus clad, took her Way towards 
the Shore. . 

There happening to meet with a Cataloman 
Gentleman, whofe Ship lying near the Place, 
had landed to refrefh himfelf at a Fountain \ 
he entering into Difcourfe with the poor Wan- 
tlerer, fuppofing her to be a Man, at her Re- 
queft, received her as a Servant to wait upon 
his own Perfon. 

Madonna Zinevra> who had taken the Name 
qf Sicuranno, followed, Signor Enearacb, her 
new Mafter, to his Veffel j and, having better 
Cloaths given her, began to ferve him fo dili- 
gently, and with fuch Fidelity, that he foon 
conceived a great Efteem for her. 

Sometime after, the Catahnian failing with 
a Cargo to Alexandria, he took with him fome 
very fine Falcons, which he prcfented to the 

Sultan, 
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Sultan, who being plcafcd with the Gift* fre- 
quently invited the Merchant to his Table. 

SUuranno always attending his Mafter upon 
thefe Occafions, the Sultan was fo well pleafed 
with his Carriage aud Behaviour, that he afked 
him of the Catabnian; who, though very un~ 
willing to part with him, could not refute the 
Sultan's Requeft, and therefore left him be* 
hind at Alexandria. 

Sicuranno had not been long in the Sultan's 
Palace, before he acquired as great a Share of 
that Monarch's Confidence and Efteem, as of 
the Catalonian's, his former Mafter. 

It being a Cuftonv at a certain Time of the 
Year, to hold a Fair at Aeri, a City in the 
Dominions of the Sultan, to which a great ma- 
ny Chriftians and Saracen Merchants refort- 
ed, the Sultan, in whofe Favour Sicuranno 
encreafed daily, appointed him to command 
the Soldiers that were fent there, to guard the 
Merchants and their Goods while the Fair 
continued. 

Sicuranno being now Captain of the Guapi 
at Aefi, acquitted himfelf of this Charge with 
his accuftomed Diligence and Exa&nefs. 

Among the foreign Merchants which re- 
forted to this Fair, there were feveral Venetian* 
P/acentian, Genoefe^ and other Italians^ with 
whom Sicuranno^ who ftiil had a great Fond- 
nefs for his Country, frequently cqnverfed. , 

H 2 It 
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It happened one Day, when he was at the 
.Warehouse of the Venetian Merchants, ihifo 
among other Trinkets, he faw a Purfe and > 
Girdle, which he knew to have once belonged 
tohimfelf; he was greatly furprized at the 
Sight of thofe Things, but concealing it from 
Obfervation, enquired whofe they were? and 
if they were to be fold ? 

Ambrogiuoh, who had come to Alexandra 
with fome other Merchants in a FenetianVcWi 9 
being told that the Captain of the Guard was 
enquiring about thefe Things, came forward, 
and faid, with a Smile f c Sir, the Things fj*e 
mine, and not to be fold; but if you Jiafc 
any Inclination for them, I will prefent yqju 
* with them' freely." r ; ^ 

Sicuranno feeing him (mile, fufpec"te6» ij&t 
! by fome Means or other, he had difcovered 
who he was; neverthelefs, keeping a firm 
Countenance, he* replied ; ^ 

" You fmile, I fuppofe, becaufe you Tee1nf(e, 
who am a military Man, enquiring about 
thefe female Trifles," 

"No, Sir, faid Ambroguiolo, I do not 
. fmile at that, but at reflecting on the Mazujcr 
in which I gained thofe Things." 

" Ah ! I befeech you, Md % Sicuranno 9 haftify, 
let us know how you gained them then ?" ) * 
" Sir, replied Ambrtgiuoloy thefe Things 
. were .given mebyaXady of Genoa, called Ma- 
donna Zinevra* the Wife of Bernabo LomilUn, 
with whom I had the Honour to pafs a Nigbt, 
' ' in 



in her HulbamTs Abfence; and fhe enteated 
me to keep ihem faithfully for her Sake : I 
Imile, therefore, at reflefting on the ftupid Fol- 
ly of her Hufband, who was filly enough to lay 
;fiye thoufand Florins of Gold againfta thoufand 
ojf mine, that it was not in my Power to prevail 
over the Chaftity of his Wife ; this, however, I 
accomplifhed ; he loft the Wager ; and he who 
ought rather to have punifced himfelf for his 
Stupidity, than his Wife for doing that which 
all Women will do, went to Genoa, and 3 as 
1 have iince heard, caufed her to be mur- 
dered." 

Sicuranno hearing this, knew this Man im- 
mediately to be the Caufe of all his Mifery, 
and refolved within himfelf to be feverelyre* 
venged on him ; and in order to acomplifn his 
Defign, he feigned himfelf to be extremely 
jyell pleafed with this Story, and began to en* 
ter into a ftri& Intimacy with Ambrogiuoh % 
;whomhe managed fo artfully, that at laft he 
confefled the whole Truth to him concerning 
the Stratagem by which he had deceived Ber- 
naboj and gained the Wager. 

When the Fair was ended, Sicuranno> by 
large Promifcs, engaged Ambrogiuolo to go 
with him into Alexandria , where he procured 
him a Warehbufe, and lodged Money in his 
Hands ; fo that Ambrogiuolo thinking he might 
be able to encreafe his Fortune there, willing- 
ly flayed at Alexandria. 

Sicuranno, who ardently defired to have his 

Innocence made known to Bernaboj praftifed 

H 3 fo 
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fo well with fome Genoefe Merchants who 
were in that Country, that they prevailed up- 
on Bernaboy who was now reduced to very 
low Circumftances, to come to Alexandria ; 
and Sicuranno caufed him to be privately re- 
ceived there by fome of his Friends. 

Sicuranno, who had already made Ambro* 
giuolo recount to the Sultan the Story he had 
firft told him, and which had pleafed him great- 
ly, finding it now a proper Time to execute 
his Intention, fince Bernabo was arrived, took 
an Opportunity to entreat the Sultan to 'give 
Orders, that Ambrogiuolo and Bernabo fhouki 
be brought before him; and to mdk&Ambro- 
giuolo^ by Menaces (if he would not W gentle 
Methods) declare, it what he had boafted •con- 
cerning the Wife of Bernabo was true. ,f 

The Sultan confented ; and the two Mer- 
chants being brought before Mm,hecommartJ- 
ed Ambrogiuolo^ with a threatening Counte- 
nance, to confeft tfuty, how he had won ^e 
five thoufand Florins of Bernabo. ■ ' JJ 

Ambrogiuolo feeing his Friend Siciirafmo (who 
was prefent) look upon him with rageful Eyes, 
znd threatening him with the molt horrid Tor^ 
ments if he did not reveal the Truth i pfefled 
on every Side, and fuppofing the worft Confe- 
rence of his Confeflion would be the Reftitu- 
tion of the Money and the Things, fie re- 
lated the whole Affair juft as it happened; 
and having finished his Narration, Sicuranno y 
as invefted with Authority by the Sultan, 
turned to Bernabo r and aiked him "what 

Ponifhment 
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Punifhment he had inflicted upon his Wife on 
Account of that Lye ?" . . 

■ " Sir, replied Bernabo^ being inflamed with 
Rage for the Lofe of my Money, and the Dif- 

face my Wife's Infamy had brought upon me, 
ordered a Servant to murder her, and, ac- 
cording to his Report, he did fo, and her Body 
was fpon after devoured by Wolves." 

Thefe Fafls thus laid open before the Sultan, 
and all that were prefent, who could not ima- 
gine what was to be the Endoffuch an Exami- 
nation, Sicuranno, addre&ing himfelf to the 
Sultan, faid : 

" My Lord, ypu may plainly perceive by 
their Confenxons, what Reafon this good Wo- 
man had to glory in a Lover and a Hufband, 

" The Lover by an infamous Falfhood rob? 
ke* of J*er Honpyr, dejftroys her; Fame, and 
deprives hej of herHufband ; and the Hu(ban4 
giving more Credit to the FaHhoods of others 
than to the often experienced Truth of hi* 
Wife, c6mmands her to be mu*deredi and hejr 
dead Body to be devoured by Solves \ and 
fo great is the Affe&ion which this Lover and 
Husband bore her, that they both continued 
with her a long Time, and neither of them dif- 
covered her. 

" That you may be able therefore to know 
this clearly, and give to each the Reward they 
have merited, granft me the Favour I am going 
to implore of you, which is to pardon the De- 
ceived and • punifh the Deceiver, and I wilji 
jb&\ mate the injured Lady hejrfelf come into 
vpur Prefence?" 

H4 Th* 



The Sultan, always difpofed to comply with 
any Requeft of Sicuranno% granted this im- 
mediately, and defired him to make the Lady 
come. 

Bernabo, who firmly believed his Wife tp 
be dead, was greatly attoniflied at this Propo- 
fition ; and Ambrogiuolo began now to appre- 
hend he fliould fuffer fomething worfe than 
paying back the Money. 

Sicuranno being thus allured of having fret 
Requeft granted by the Sultan, caftherfelfat 
the Feet of that Monarch ; the Tears faft 
ft reaming down her Cheeks, and lofing with 
her affumed mafculirie Voice, the Defire of 
appearing mafculine, fpoke in this Manner. 

" My Lord, in me behold die injured, the 
unhappy Zinevra^ who, through tiie wicked 
Falihoods of* that Traitor Ambrogiuolo, have 
been obliged ^to wander miferably through the 
World in the Form of a Man, and by dt& 
cruel Hufband doomed to be murdered and de- 
voured by Wolves. 

Then opening her Waiftcoat, (he difcovercd 
her Bofom, by which the Sultan, and all who 
were prefent, knowing her to be a Womatf, 
were filled with Aftonifhment and Cofnpaf- 
fion. 

Zinevra then turning to Ambrogiuolo, fierce- 
ly demanded of him. " when it was he had 
feduced her Virtue, as he had once openly 
boafted?" 

Ambrogiuolo, who now knew her, and was 
ftruck dumb with Shame and Fear, anfwered 
nothing. The, 



The Sultan, who always believed her to be 
a Man, was fo aftonifhed at what he now faw 
and heard, that, for fome Moments, he knew 
not whether all was not a Dream ; but his 
Wonder ceafing, he began to praife, with thp 
higheft Expreflions of Efteem, the Virtue, 
Conftancy, and unblameable Manners of Z/- 
nevrai and gave Orders to have her magnifi- ' 
cently dreft in a female Habit, appointed Wo- 
men to attend her, and, as he had promifed, 
.pardoned the deceived Hufband Bernabo y who 
falling at the Feet of his Wife, entreated her 
alio with Tears to forgive him. 

Zinevra raifed him up, and kindly afluring 
him that (he would forget all that was paft, 
threw herfelf into his Arms, and as her Hut 
Jband embraced him tenderly. 

\ The Sultan then commanded Amhrogiuoh 
to be car^jM immediately to one qf the higheft 
places ftl fi|e City, and faftenpd to a Stake, his 
Body to be anointed with Honey, and expofed 
naked to tfte Sun, and there lefttodie ; which was 
accordingly executed 5 after which he ordered 
all jiis Effects to be given to Zinevra* which 
amounted to ten thoufand Piftoles ; and make-r 
itjg a magnificent Feaft, he publicly beftowed 
the higheft Honours and Applaufes on Zinevra 
for her Courage and Virtue, and prefented her 
Hufband and her with ten thoufand Piftoles 
more, giving them Leave to depart, and a 
Ship to carry them back to Genoa $ where they 
foon after arrived, extremely rich, and were 
received with great Honours by their Citizens ; 
H 5 efpecially 
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fcfpecially Madonna Zinevra, who had been 
thought dead by every one, and who, from 
that Time till her Death, lived in thehigheft 
deputation for Courage, Conftancy fend vir- 
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Observations on the XJfe Shakefpear ba$ 
made of the foregoing Novel m bis Tragedy of 
Cymbeline. 



/TVHE Plot of the foregoing Novel forms 
JL one of the A&ions of Skate/pear's 
+ r*gedy, called Cymbeline j I fay one of th$ 
A&ipns* becaufe $«s Play, with his ufual Lv 
regularity, is coippofed of three or four dif- 
ferent ones, ?,-,-.. 

He ha* copied all thofe Circumftances from 
Boccafh, that were neceflary to ferve his De- 
fign $ but he has entirely changed the Scene, 
the Chara&ers, ajjd the Manners ; and that 
he has done fo greatly for the worfe, is I 
think $aiy to prove. 

Boccaccio introduces fomeypung Merchants 
in a Tavern, where two of them, being heated 
by Wine, lay a fantaftical Wager j one that 
his Wife was abfoiutely chafte, and not to be 
corrupted by any Methods whatever. 

The other, that fhe^was frail like the reft 
of the Sex ; and that to prove it, he would 
prevail upon her in a vejy {HortTime to violate 
her Faith tp her Buft>an& 

Shakefpear 
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Shakefomr makes the Lady in Queftiony^ 
not the Wife of a Merchant, but the Heirefs 
of a great Kingdom. 

The Hufband, who lays fo indifcreet a 
Wager, not a fimple Trader intoxicated with 
Liquor, but a young, noble, though unfor- 
tunate Hero, whom* for the extraordinary Qua-*' 
lities of his Mind and Perfon, the Princefs • 
had fccretly married. 

And the Scenes inftead of* a Tavern in ; 
Paris, and the Houfe of a private Family in* 
the Court of Britain, and the-€hamber of the* 
Princefs. : n 

To this injudicious Change of the Charac- 
ters is owing all the Abfurdities of this Part 
of Shake/pear °s Plot ; he has given the Mart* 
ners erf" a Tradefman's Wife, and two -Mer- 
chants intoxicated with Liquor, to a gre« - 
Princefs, an Englijb Hero, and a ttdbtet 
Roman. * :, 'hh 

The King, enraged at PofthutnUsfor dar- 
ing -to marry his Daughter, contents hirnfeW^ 
with only fending him into BaniihmemV &*d^ 

{refles the Princefs to take for another Hiif- 
and a Man whom fhe detefts, while herf 
firft is only divided from her by a Very incori* ? 
fiderable Drftance, and while there is a* Pr€*ba-» * 
bilitv of iheeting him agairu ' ^ 

Since he was fo refolutely bent upon mab-f 
ing her marry the flupid Son of his fecond • 
Wife, furely it would have more facilitated- 
his Design, to have either taken away the* 
Life of Poftbumus, or kept him in a ftri&* 
and fecret Confinement) and by that Means 

have 



baye deprived the Princefs of all Hope of ever 
fegipg him i but Po/ihumus muft only be ba- 
nifhed to make Way for the fcandalous 
Wagejv 

ti. ^ «... - ■ 

This adoring and obliged Hufband of a 
beautiful and virtuous Princefs, no fooner ar- 
rives at RopUj but he engages in a ridiculous 
Difpute concerning the Beauty, Wit, and 
Cb^ftity of his Lady $ and tamely fuffers one 
of his Roman Friends, to maintain that {he 
V9$$ : a§ liable to be corrupted as any other of 
her Sex. 

-The Difpute growing warm, the Roman 
engages to take a Journey to Britain* ,and 
corrupt the Chaftity of the Princefs, wbiqh, 
if. be accomplices, Pqfthumus is to reward 
Xi\f& with the Ring that (he had given him at 
p4#ing i .and to facilitate his Defign, writes , 
a Letter to the Princefs, recommend \ngjachim \ 
to her as one of his moft valued Friends. 

Jachima accordingly arriyesan Britain* de- 
lwera hi$ Letter to, tl?e Princefs, and is very , 
kindly received. 

. It muft be obferved that the Princefs is 
ftfifily guarded by the King's Orders, and 
tilts is L Mery natural, fince he intended to for9G 
her to marry her ftupid Step- brother. 

But how comes it {hat this confined Princefs, . 
guarded by her Father's Guards, and watched 
by her Mother-in-law's Spies, fhould be able 
to give an Audience to a foreign Stranger, 
who comes from the very Place, where her ba- 
nifted Huiband refides i 

We 



158 Sbdkefpear BbtfaMid. 

We fte no Stratagem made ufe of to «elude 
the Vigilance of her Guards; no Bribes 
given to buy the Secrefy of Spies. 

The Friend of her banifhed Huibapd is 
introduced by his Confident, who though 
known to be fo, both by the King, Queen! 
and Rival of Pofthumus> b ftill permitted to 
attend her. 

This is not indeed very probable, but it is 

abfolutely neceffary for the Plot, becaufe this 

faithful Confident is to carry the Prtncefoaf- 

•terwards into a dark Wood, in order to kill 

Jier, by his Matter's Orders. * 

So the Story goes in Boccaccio, fo alfo goes 
the Plot in the Tragedy. 

There is only this fmall Difference, that 
in Boccacio it is a private Gentlewoman, who, 
attended with one Servant, rides a fmall Jour- 
ney to meet her Hufband at his Country 
Houfe. 

But in Sbahfpear^ it is the Heirefe of a 
great Kingdom, who notwkhftanding her 
Guards, the Dignity of her Station, and 
Weaknefs of her Sex, rides Poft with one 
Man Servant to a Sea-port Town, for a Aort 
View of her Hufband. But of this hereafter. 

Let us fee how yachimo begins his Court- 
* fhip to this great Princefs : After having ini- 
nuated into her Bofom feme jealous Sufpici- 
*ons of herHufband's Conftancy, he goes on 
to praife her Beauty familiarly enough, confi- 
dering he had but a few Mirtutes Acquaint- 
ance with her Highnefs. 

Then 



■ s — Thenbegs Leave to " dedicate himfelf to 
fcerfweet Pleasure," and fuppofingthe Bar- 
gain coucluded, offers to kifs her. 

The Princefs calls Ptfanio^ her Hufband's 
Confident; he happens not to be within hear- 
ing; and this is very convenient, for there is 

: >J a Neceffity for a long Conversation to make 
all right again, for the fecond Part of Jachimo's 
Stratagem. 

Her Highnefe then turns to her impudent 
Gallant, tells him, " if he had been honour- 
able he would not have fought fkch a bafe End 

of her/' and that fee " difdains him and the 
Devil alike> 

The Gallant upon this Lucretia-like De- 
nial, changes his Note, praifes the Virtue and 
' Conftancy of her Hufband, and affures her, 
'•he 1 only made this Attempt on her Chaftity, 
in order to try if flie was really as pure as fhe 
; was believed to be. 

Hefc Highnefs is pacified, profeffes herfelf 
life faithful Friend, and offers ium all her In- 
' tereft in theCourt. 

Jacbimo waves this princely Offer 5 but de- 
fires her to allow toim to puta Cheft of Goods 

* tinder her Cate for one Night, to which the 
Princefs contenting* affures him his Chcft 
*fta!l be place* *ri feear \ own Bed-Chamber. 

Upon this Expedient the whole Plot turns. 
JachhnBy concealed in theCheft, furnifhes 

* hirtrfelflikeyfoi^f-^W^, with Proofs of his hav- 
l 'ihg dMbdftoured the Lady, and,*, returning to 

P^fthumusy declares he has won the Wager. 

1 Pojlhumusy 



Pofthumus^ fatisfied with his Proofs though 
the Honour of a Princefs, and of a Princefe- 
who loved him to Diftra£fcion, was in Quef- 
tion, difpatches Orders to his Servant to kill 
her; and to give him an Opportunity to exe-{ 
cute his Commands, writes to the Princefs 
that he is at Mil/ord-Haven* fuppofing that 
this Intelligence will bring her immediately to 
meet him. 

To pafs by the Ahfurdity of fuppofing a 
great Princefs, guarded by an incenfed Far 
ther,. and the jealous Vigilance of a^lefigning 
£tep-Mother, fhould be ahle to leave tbe 
Court, and ride like a Market- Wpman 
with a fingle Attendant to meet him ; what 
Reafon had he to expect fuch a dange- 
rous Proof of Affeclion from a Woman*: 
who had fo eafily been prevailed upon, to- 
violate the Faith (he had lately given him i . ;: , r 

TThe Wife of Berrmho the Merchant 
might indeed find it neceflary to keep herfelf 
unfufpeded by her Hufband* fince her Hap- 
pinefs depended upon his believing her vir-, 
tuous. 

But the Princefs's Cohftancy XoPtJlbumus 
was thejCaufeof her Difgracej by majraipg; 
Clotertfhe might regain her JLiberty, andton- 
fequentry have better Opportunities: of ; follow- 
ing her private Intrigues. - ^ 

But what Inducement could (he have for 
incurring the Refentment of the. King. her;? 
Father, only to fecm conftant to a banUhed 
Man, whom fhe was idUhoaourwg. jmyjaj;t*r 
vate ? 3 : 
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""•Her Conftancy to Pofthumus in Defiance of 
her FatherV Anger, could only be the Effect 
of a violent Paflion for him ; but her aban- 
doning herfelf to a loofe Intrigue with his 
Friend, was abfolutely inconfiftent with her 
Love for him. 

If Pofthumus then believed her unchafte, 
he could not poflibly expect fhe would endea- 
vour to preferve the leaft Appearance of Fi- 
delity, fineeitwas her Intereft to abandon 
, him publicly, much lefs endanger her Per- 
fofi by fo extraordinary an Effect of Love and • 
Obedience as that he required of her. 

The injured Princefs however is impatient 
to be on Horfeback, ihe whips out of the 
Palace in a Minute, and pafles invifibly, we 
cannot help fuppofing, though there is no In- 
chantment in the Cafe, through the midft of 
her Attendants and Guards, and gallops away 
to-Hieet her Hufband. 

When fhe arrives in the deftined Wood, 
Ptfanio acquaints her with the Orders he had 
xeceived to kill her, and his fixed Rcfolution 
net to obey them. 

fc -'*The Princefs indeed puts a very pertinent 
Queftion to him. 

Into. Wherefore then 
Didft undertake it ? why haft thou abufed .... 
So many Miles, with a Pretence ? this Plac&? 
Mine Action ? and thine own ? our Horfes 

labour: - ' 

The Time inviting thee ? the perturbM Court, 
For my being abfent ? . whereunto I never 

Purpofe 
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Purpofe return. Why haft thou gone to far 
To be unbent when thou haft ta'en thy Stand, 
Th* ele&ed Deer before thee ? 

Shake/pear no doubt forefaw his Readers 
would aflc this Queftion if the Princefe did 
not, but though he found it an eafy Matter to 
make Pifanio fatisfy her as to that Particular, 
the Reader is not fo eafily anfwered. 

For why indeed did he bring her into fo 
fhocking a Situation, if he refolved not to 
murder her? Why did he not acquaint her. 
with the cruel Orders of her Hufband while 
fee was in her Father's Palace ? 

If it was a bold and hazardous Action to 
quit the Court in fuch a ftrange Equipage, to 
have a (hort Conference with a faithful Hut 
band, why muft (he expofe herfelf to fo emi- 
nent a Danger, only to be told of the Cruelty 
and Injuftice of that Husband f 

But the Truth is, fee has a great many 
ftrahge Adventures to come yet, and thefe 
muft be brought about at theExpenceof Pro* 
bability. 

But what Refolution does theHeirefs of 
Britain take after being told that her Husband, 
believing her to be an Adulterefs, had ordered 
her to be killed. 

One would imagine, that full of a juftDif- 
dain for fo vile and fcandalous a Sufpicion, 
fee Pride of injured Virtue, affronted Dignity, 
and Rage of ill requited Love, would have 
carried her back to the Coujt, there by dif- 
claiming all future Faith and Tendernefe .for 

the 
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the unworthy PoJihumus 9 reftore herfelf -to the 
Afre&ion of her father, and all the Rights of 
her royal Birth. 

No, fhe only weeps, complains, reproaches 
a little, and then refolves to drefs herfelf in the 
Habit of a Boy, and wander a-foot to procure 
a Servicfc. 

Here Shakefpear drops Boccaccio &fttx having 
fer vilely copied from him all the Incidents which 
compofe this Part of the Plot of Cymbeline ; 
but by changing the Scene and Characters 
has made thefe Incidents abfurd, unnatural,* 
and improbable. 

The reft of the Hay isequalry inconfiftent, 
and if [Shakefpear invented here forhimfelf, his 
Imagination is in this one Inftance full as 
bad as his Judgment. 

His Princefe forgetting that (he had put on 
Boy's Cloaths to be a Spy upon the Aftions 
of her Husband, commences Cook to two 
young Forrefters and their Father, who live in 
a Cave ; and we are told how nicely fhe fauced 
the Broths. 

Guid. u But his neat Cookery ! 

Jrv. He cut our Roots in Characters,, 
And fauc'd our Broth, as Juno had been fick, 
And he her Dieter. 

Certainly this Princefs had a moft oecono- 

itiical Education ; however fhe is to change 

^ tier Situation, feem dead, be buried, and come 

to Life again, and hire herfelf to a new 

Matter." 

t? 
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T*bJ)rino; all this about, Shake] fear makes 
her drink a Potion, refembling that of Juliet** 
in its Effe&s ; this Potion is tempered by the 
Queen's Phyfician, whom fhe had defired to 
prepare her a Poifon. 

Pifanio being in the Queen's Apartment 
when the Drug was brought in, looked ear- 
neftly at it, which the Queen obferving, defir- 
ed him to accept of it, telling him it was a 
fine Cordial. 

ThePhyiician, who is by, whifpers Pi/anto^ 
that the Queen having defired him to prepare 
her fome mortal Poifon, he had given her a 
Drug, which would only make the Perfon 
that drank of it fall into a Sleep, refembling 
Death. 

One would think Pifanio was fufficiently 
Warned, yet we find him giving this Drug to 
the Princefs when he left her in die Wood, a£ 
Turing her it was a rich Cordial given him By 
the Queen, and intreating her to drink fome 
of it when (he was fick. 

This Blunder however produces a great 
many other Events j Imogen thought to he 
dead, is buried by the young Forefters (who are 
her Brothers, though unknown) in the Wood^ 

Cioten follows the Princefs with an Intention, 
as he declares, " to ravifh her, and then kick 
her back to Court," and is difguifed in thi 
Cloaths of PoftBumuS) though there is na other 
Reafon for his being thus diiguifed, but only 
that the Princefc may afterwards fuppofe him 
PoJIbumus when fhe finds him dead. Being at* 
tcrwards killed by the Brothers of Imogeriy one 
of them cuts off his Head, and buries him befufe 
the fuppofed Youth, It 
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It may feem a little {hocking for a generous 
young Man, a Prince, though he did not know 
afhimfelf, to cut off the Head of his Enemy, 
itter having killed him; but his Head muft be 
cut off, or elfe how could Imogen miftake hira 
forjher Lord? 

The Princefs awaking from her Trance* 
fuppofes fhe is travelling to Milford- Haven, 
and cries, " Ods pittikens, is it fix Miles 

Jret ?" recovering her Senfes perfectly, and 
being a headlefs Man lying near, dreft in the 
Cloaths of Po/lbumuS) ihe laments over him* 
believing him to be her Hufband. 

This is indeed a very pathetic Diftrefs ; but 
what does the unhappy Heirefs of Britain do, 
now {he thinks her Hufband is killed? Why 
{he accepts the Poll of Page to the Erietny of 
her Father and Country ; who, with a hoftile 
Arniy, is wafting the Kingdom, over, which, 
by Right of Birth, flie is to reign. 
< T But why doejthe Princefs difgrace her Sex 
and Dignity by accepting fo fcandalous an 
Employment ? Is it the Fear of Death from 
the Romans ? No, certainly there is no fuch 
Thing threatened. 

Beiides, a Lady, fond to Diftraftion of,.a 
ftufband whom {he finds lying murdered by 
her, can hardiy be fuppofed fo attentive to 
her own Danger in thofe diftrefsful Moments 
as to provide fo cunnningly for her Safety. 

However, the Princefs, full of Dcfpair is 
{Jie i§, drefles up a clever Tale^ in a Trice ; 
^n vents a Name for her murdered Hufband ; 
calls herielf his Page; fays he was flain by 

Moun- 
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Mountaineers ; and exprefles her Fears that 
flie fhould never get fo good a Matter. 

Hereupon Lucius takes her to be his Page ; 
and her Highnefs goes off very well contented 
with her Situation. 

It would be an endlefs Tafk to take Notice 
of all the Abfurdities in the Plot, and unnatu- 
ral Manners in the Characters of this Play. 

Such as the ridiculous Story of the King's 
two Sons being ftolen in their Infancy from the 
Court, and bred up in the Mountains of Wales 
till they were twenty Years of Age. 

Then, at their hrft Effay in Arms, thefe 
Striplings flop the King's Army, which is 
flying from the victorious Romans , oblige them 
to face their Enemies, and gain a compleat 
Viaory. 

With Inconfiftencies like thefe it every 
where abounds ; the whole Conduct of the 
Play is abfurd and ridiculous to the laft De- 
gree , and with all the Liberties Shake/pear has 
taken with Time, Place and Action, the Sto- 
ry, as he has managed it, is more improbable 
than a Fairy Tale, 

As Mr. Pope obferves, little more than the 
Names in this Play is hiftorical. 

Hollingjhead fays in his Chronicle, " that 
Cymbeline was in fuch Favour with Auguftm 
Cafor, whom he had ferved in the Wars, that 
he left him at Liberty either to pay or not to 
pay his Tribute, as he pleafed ;" which Cir- 
cumftance is thus ufed by Shake/pear. 

Auguftus 
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Auguflus fends to demand the Payment of 
the Tribute which had been, by the wicked 
Counfels of die King's fecond Wife, neglected : 
Cymbtlimy according to the Queen's Directions, 
refufes to pay it: Hereupon War is declared ; 
an Army of Romans comes into Britain ; the 
King's r orces are put to Flight ; but being 
rallied, and led on again by two Boys in a nar- 
row Lane, they give the Romans a total De- 
feat, and take their General Prifoner ; and * 
after this Victory the King pays the Tribute 
which he had before fo peremptorily refufed. 




Tbt 
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'The ninth Novel of the third Dky of 
tbeDecameroneof Boccaccio. 




1 Nobleman of the Kingdom of 
France^ named E/hard^ Count 
of Roujfillon^ being of a weak 
and fickly Constitution, always 
kept a rhyfician, named GV- 
rardde Narbonnc, in his Houfe. 
This Count had one only Son, called B&* 
trand\ he was extremely handfome and of a 
fweetand gentle Difpofition j the Count caufed 
feveral young Boys of his Age to be .educated 
with him ; among whom there was alio a little 
Girl, named Gtietta> Daughter to the Phy- 
fician. - - 

This Girl loved Btrtrand with a Tender- 
hefs and Ardor very uncommon to one of her 
Age. 

The Count dying, left his Son under the 

Guardianship of the King ; and his Majeftjr 

fending Orders for him to come to Paris, G/V 

Jttta, whofe Affe&ion ^ncreafed with her 

Vpi/.I. I Years, 



Years, remained in the utmoft Affliction ,a£ 
RouljiUon. 

The Phyfician dying foon after the young 
Count's Departure, Gtletta would have let out 
for Paris to lee her beloved Bertrand ; but 
being a great Fortune, her Conduit was care- 
folly watcfce4; and not being able to find $: 
reafonable Excufe for fuch a Journey, (he was 
obliged for the prefent to quit her Defign. 

Growing now of Years fit to be married, 
her Relations propofed feveral Matches to ; her, 
which (he, without explaining the true Caufe, 
refufed , the fecret Paffion (he had long felt for 
BtrtramL gaining Strength by the Reports fli£ ; 
had continually heard of nis extraordinary 
Beauty and AceonVplinSments, (he refolved 
never to give her Hand to any other Man.[ 
" But whfiefte.waslanguifhing with a hope-, 
lefe Defire o'f feeing the Count, News came 
thatthe! King of Francis vras extremely il|| a 
Celling in his Stomach having been badly 
treated, had turned to a Fiftu'aj and the An* 

fulfil he felt ffom his Diftemper was encreafed 
y his Defpair of ever getting it cured % no 
rhyfician beifig found that was able to remove 
it, notwithftanding great Numbers had beefc 
tried, who had all left it worfethan before. 

The King, therefore, in the utmoftDef* 
pair at their bad Succefs, would no longer ad- 
mit of Advice or Afiiftance. 

Gitefta % overjoyed at this News, thought 
fee had now not only a good Excufe for go- 
ing* to 'AtftY, but if the king's Diftemper was 
;, - wftat 
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What Ike believed it to be* theiewas alio* 
Poffibility of gaming Bertrand for a Hufbsrnd.* 
Her Father havitag difcovered to her many 
vakable Secrets of his Art, (he made a Pow*? 
der 6f a certain Herb, which (he had been 
taught by htm was a Remedy for the Di£- 
eafe (he imagined the King was affiled 
with ; "and privately getting a Horfe prepared 
for 'her, went iftimecfiately to Paris. 

' Her firft Care after her Arrival was to gain 
% Sight of her dear Bertrand '; and then pro- 
curing an Audience of the King, (he eameftV 
ft entreated him to let her look at the Swel- 
ling. -• ' ( < : ', \-' : 
< TTThe King feeing her fo young and kaaft- 
fehie^ tould not reiufe her Requeft ; aa fooh 
as (he faw it, (he immediately entertained 
H^pes 6f curing him, and faid, "Sire, if you 
*re willing, I truft in God I (hall be able* 
without giving you much Pain or Fatigue, ti>" 
cure you of this Diftemper in eight frays*" - 
f The King laughing it thefe fokftin Af- 
: (ufahces, replied* J w oince the greafceft Fhy- 
-ficiahs in the World have not been able to cute 
me, 4iqw \% it poifiMe a young Woman fhouW 
perform what was too difficult for them 5 l I 
■pyeyou thanlts for your good WI1V but I am 
~detehnfined never ^more to follow : any Pre- 
fcriptjon whatever." ( " - 
i* '"'Sir%, replied Gilettdi you defptfemy Art 
becaufel arh youngs iand a Woman-}' I am hot 
infleed aPhyneian j <nor is itjby tffypwa ICnc^w^ 
ledge that 1 pretend to cure you j but by the 
lielp of God, and the Knowledge of Gerard 
II de 



j?e Narfanne, who was mf Father* and when 
fie was alive, a celebrated Phyfician. ,, f 

\ . The King, being moved with thefe' Words, 
H>egart to reafon with himfelf in this Manner : 
., ^ c This Woman, perhaps, is fent by Provi- 
dence for my Relief $ ought I not, at lekft, f$ 
try what fh$ can do? efpedally fince fee fay* 
jfhe wjl\)l cure me in a little Time, and thajfc too 
without piuch Pain :" Then haying taken'Ms 
.Refolution, he faid, " But, Darrrfel, it after 
Jhaving made me break through my Refowerf, 
jou do dot cure me, what Punifhment are^6u 
filling to fubmit to ?" : ?' / A 

v . , " Sire, anfwered G//*/te,imak:emebe<c^c- 
^fully guarded, and, if after the Expirati6ii-'df 
jeightDays, I, do not; pare you., ferrtenc$ rife 
? tp be burnt ; but if J do cure you,; what (Hill 
be my Recompence i " lt - * T f 

" You feem to me, faid the King jtp be $81 
linrriarried j if you perform what you have T prBr 
., miffed,, I will give ypu a rich an<d honourable 
JHufoand;." .■..."'."' -:.'",.": >;\% 

^ ;*' Truly, 'Sire, faid Gilet(a y I aril verjr well 
&T p{eafed \yitbyqur Defign of marry ing,rrie \)St& 
* t £,muft be at Liberty to name my Hufband, £fld 
; j^^e^fori .whatever, except; thpfe of the. .Royal 
Blood* muft be refufed me. ,, t ; /^ 

, ^T^e;King agreed to her Requeft iixnrie- 
^diajely, and pron\ifed }ier it ifoould ;^q pwri#ii- 
ally complied with. ; ' • ; : -. /. + , V- * ; 

\",/ G//tf/#i- thereupon, be^antoadmjrjjf^Her 
,^Jedicine, which fhe purfued fa happllyy r fli«t 
before tjip.Xim.e prefi^e^ ; £r# r^ftoitrffhim to 

xHortth..:.. ; ( ' :. /.v,/ '.•-^; 

s'* ' . si 



■i The King feeling himfelf perfectly cured, 
faid to her, "Damfel, you have well gained ' 
your Hufband." "Then, Sire, fee replied, 4 
I have gained Bertrand* Count of Roujfillonj 
whom I began to love in my Infancy, an& 
l^avp ever fince loved with the moft ardent Af- 
fection. ' ; 
....The King .thought her Demand very high, 
but as he had given his Prormfe he was refolved 
jQ0t tp break it* and ordered Bertrand to he 
called; v *o whom he faid j <c Count, you afe 
now grown a Man, and perfected in all the 
Accomplishments of a Nobleman -, it is my 
Will, therefore, that you fhould take upon you 
the Government of your Country, and cariy 
with you the Damfel I have given you for a 
lAnfe.*' , " And. who i* that Damfel, Sire* 
. replied the Count ?" " That is* (he, faid the 
J£ing v who with her Medicines has reftored 
jjm to Health," 

/l ; Bertrand % asibon as he looked upon her, 
immediately remembered hen and though her 
Perfoa appeared to him extremely handfome, 
yet, fenfibleof the Difproportion of hep Birth 
to his, he anfwered, with great .; Difflain* 
<c What ! Sire, would you give me a female 
Quack for a Wife?.* God forbid I &o$d 
$ver be the.Huflband of fuch a Woman." 
^ ) ♦* Will you then, replied the King, make 
me break my Word with this young Maid, 
who demanded you for a Hufband in Reward 
for rdftoxing me tp rjealth ? 
. . ^Sire, .replied ptrtrpnd* you may take 
away all I poflefsi and, by the Power you 
-Jipye r over me, give me to whom you pleafe ; 
I 3 but > 
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bat, it i* certain, I never {hall be contented 
1 W#h Aich a Marriage;" • > v 

. ^ You will be happy, no doubt,* replied* the 
King; the<Damfel is fair ami wife; the love* 
you ardently ; and I hope you will enjoy a . 
more agreeable Life with her, than with a 
Lady of noble Birth." 

. J&ertrandheing filent, the Kire gave Or-* 
ders to make great Preparations for the Nap-* 
tiab j and when the determined Day came, 
B&ttandy though unwillingly, married' Gi* 
ktta in thePrefence of the King.* *k 

The Ceremony over, the Count, having 
taken his Refolution, defired the King's Per- 
minion to return to hi3 Country, there to 
esonfummate the Marriage : The King jgrsuit* 
iftghisJtequeft, he mounted his Horle, bti 
snfteadof going to Rotffillon went iiitd tftifi 
ianp> and knowing that the fflorimfhge$wqfeM 
War with the Republic of Sienna, be offered 
bis ' Service to the firft, wfio received him 
gladly, paid him great Honours, and gave 
Sim the Command of a Regimenr, rwkfekigi 
Appointment, which prevailed upon bin* t* 
continue irt ttieir Service. 1 

In the mean time, the new-married Lady, 
little pleafed with fuch 'a DifappotatmeiMS 
flattered herfelf, that by her prudent Behaviou*, 
file fhov\& be able to #eea(l him ; aadJbeing re- 
ceived at RotiffUkn with all the HonOtffs due tfc 
the Wife of Count Bertrand* flife applied htt£ 
fclf in the Abfenqe of her lord to Ad Ma- 
nagement of his Affairs, which (he performed 
With fo much SoHcitude and Diferetion, ^«: 
-< ; all 



*H the Pcopk at Rtteffilkn were extremely 
^pleafed with her wife Govefhtttetit, hdd her 
fei the utmoft Efteem and Affeftion, arid 
greatly blamed their Lord fot hid Unkind Be* 
iiaviour to her. 

Having put every Thing- at RouffiUon iritd 
*xa£t Order, {he (ent two Gentlemeii to her 
tord, whom fee ordeted to acquaint hirtl, 
that if her Prefence* wa$ the Caufe of his At>- 
fence from his Country, to make him' eafy, 
and to engage him to return, fhe would quit 
'Roujfillon for ever. To this Meffuage the 
-Gbunt 1 replied With great Harfhnefe ; 

" Tell her fee may do \frhat fee plfesffti, 
and affure her that I am determined never to 
Kve with her as my Wife, till (he gets this 
Ring which I wear on my Finger into her 
fcblTeffibn, artd hfas a Stir* be£<ft% rtxeilii her 
Artns,* both^hleh Cattiibt poflH>lyfei£]^wi, h 
1'rieter ihtend to fee Her riidre." ■ ' . ^ 

« Tftt tW6 Gferitfeftittti ffibtfght fttfpMHl 
Conditions, and after long (bflititing hife lh 
vain to change his Purpofe, returned to, the 
t&dy,' and' related to hejr his Atifwer. . * 

The uhhappy Gt%ifa 9 gre&fy aflMSfed dt 
flits Account, deliberated Wrtkhferfelf a fc>i% 
Ticrie on the Means fhe fhoiild uTe to acebm- 
flife tHofe two Things, and retrieve, he* flu£ 
band:. , .. v 

After much Thought, fee at laft an^ft&WH 
*H the beft aM wlifeft of tfife C6unt*S Sub- 
lefts, ahd in vetjKmbVfag L^hgVage 1 . reli- 
ed all ftt* had done through: fte* A^mdtiidt 
itheCdtmt, his Difdaln of Kei>, his 1 Uhkind^ 
nefs and obftinate Refohittafi *fteVe¥ tb KVfe 
I 4 with 
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^with her, and laftly, declare^ that (he was 
determined not to keep her Lord in perpetual 
Banifhrnent by her Stay at Roujfillan^ but to 
retire and pais the remainder of her Life iri 
Pilgrimage and devout Works for the Salva- 
tion of her Soul; intreating them to take gre*at f 
Care of the Affairs of the Country, and to iignt- 
fy to their Lord that {he had quitted Roujjilkn* \ 
with a fixed Refolution never to return thither * 
any more. ....*' ~ 

While- {he was fpeaktng many TearsKwei© 
flied by the good People to whom {he addrefc' 
fed herfelf, who all humbly intreated her to , 
change her Refolution, and continue among^ 
them ; but {he was immoveable, and recorii-l 
mending them to God, took Leave of them, \ \ 

Then furniftiing herfelf with Money artf! 
rich Jewels, {he fet out in the Habit of a V^t 
grim, attended by a Chambermaid arid \wfc3 
of her Coufins, and took the Road to Fhretk** '-• 
never flopping till {he reached that City. v 

Arriving there, fhe hired a Lodging m afc v 
Jnn which was kept by a good Widow* iftt* 

faffing for a poor Pilgrim, remained^ there te^ 
[opes of hearing fome thing about her<Loircfif J 
-She iiad not been long in the Inn Sfrheft* 
Bertrand happened to pals by the Door oTi^ 
Horfeback, with a great Retinue. 

Gihtta knew him immediately, but endea- - 
wiring to fupprefe the Emotions his une&- 
pe£ted Sight gave her ; {he took Occafiorias 1 
he pafled, to enquire of her Landlady his 
Name and Condition. u 

. . r - • ;Wha 
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Jiy}io r r£pHed thathe was a Foreigner, cal-i 
lea Count BertrantL, remarkable for hj(s Po«»i . 
lkenefs and Affability, and added, that he 
was very much in love with a Neighbour ofj 
hers^ a young Woman well born, and very 
virtuous, but To poor that no one was willing 
to marry her ; and that her Mother being a 
difcpect, fenfiWe Woman, perceiving the 
Count's Paffion for her Daughter, took great 
Caret to prefervq hex from his diflionourable* • 
Attempts, > f r 

Tie Countefs after enquiring and getting ; 
all the Infornjatlon fhe, was able from her. 
Landlady, concerning this Woman and her 
Daughter, retired to reflect upon what (he 
had neard, an<l weighing well every Parti- 
cular Circumftance in ^er Mind, fhe con- 
ceived a Defign of turning the Counts tnfi* ; 
d^lity to bcr own Advantage. 

But concealing her Intentions from her two 
Attendants, fhe went privately one Day in 
he/ pilgrim's Habit to the Houfe of her RivaJ»~ 
an4 \ cafily getting , Admittance, . found her : i 
Landlady had .not roifreprefertfed tha Condi-* £ 
tioa of thefe good People,, whofe extreani \ 
Poverty was very difcernible from every Thingf . 
about them. , / 

The Counted on her Entrance faluted.tbe 
Mother with great Civility,, and cfefired th£-< 
Favour of fomie private liifcourfe wjthher^ .|, : 

.The Gentlewonian riling, told &rAejw«!iI 
ready to hear her, and led her into another 
I 5 Chamber, 
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Chamber, where sfcfoon as they wi^ fe^^ , 
the Gountefe began m this ftfefinfer. !i v '\ ' ^ 

u* My good L*dy; I 'pa^pfa&Vafciitie/' 

is as much your Enemy as mine, butif ytwtf 1 

are willing; *th In yoiir Pd Wer to |£*e f 'jtoaitf i; ' 

felf as well as me Confolatiqn." : ? ' 

"TWgood Woman xe^Ked,; M tfetih^afe'- ' 

firedVidthftig'fo niuch at to krtfctire fajt&&;' 

Relief, 1 provWed «te x d6uld di tfKonrfH^^/ 

. ««'Tis neceffary then, faid the Co£**$# 

dtat lihould rely oh ydur'Ffdelitf, feut'if *fm ., 

deceive me, you wilrruinmy Defigpafyl bfririK 

your own Intereft." ' " * ; ; "**- [. 

"You may tell me &hzi<^j<xrpVei$t, 

wftti great Secrefy, replied the Gentls^niait, 1 sl 

« The Countefe then De#ntffn% *neV^ti£ S 
with her Love of Count. Bertrand while fhe 
was yet a Child j purfued it through all it* 
C^ttilr^tances tffifhir brought ?r WH'wJjftr; 
nrefent Time ; 'delating eVetVThirigf W r #k<£ ri 
faSir^ and aVdeft a Manner, 'Vfa^fH^Jfr&? 
Woman could not diiibt f tteTroth* * 'tWfefc * 
fhfc faid, and began td' have gfeitCbiipaffio^ / 
for her. * . : vy . 

" 'Tis only by your Means, added v ther * 
Countefs, . jhat I can, accomplish thpfe tw.o 




^| f, kiio4 not, Mad^ni^Wj^ea tfce G^- 
tleWtyrian, Whether the Count Realty tores inf : 
Daugfitefcy but I kno\f that he makes great 
3 Profeffions 
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ErolefliQns of it ; bpt what, is it ycmi TiKjttfi 
defire of me ? how is it in my fioivetrto fervid 

.% <5 Iwjlltell , Yqu, replied the Qonntpfs, {ml 
firft you mult let me know how \ fJaaUiUetwrii 
the Obligation you are able to confer upon 
me?" -. . .,. , ,, [ . • ; v 

. , ? I fee your Daughter- i^handfonwi^ afrd jbM 
enough to be married, , , ajnd ; feyiwkaki ha*d 
Heard, and now obferve, y#i keep, her at) 
^ome for want of a Portion to marry hei^ I 
intend therefore to reward the &rvicr yoit 
may do me, by givingher immediately as nfrutftt 
Money as you fhall think jneoeflary torftterrji 
her honourably." ~ 

The good Woman, wh« was ;mgtotvJfe* 
ceflity, was pleafed with the Offer, but being 
cautious and dMcreet, replied, .-■ , r • 

:*' Madam, tell me what it is you r&jtrire 
of me, and if I can do it honeftly I will, art£ 
yquihall afterwards make what Acknowledge 
nients .you pleafe;" .. ... >^ > \ » 

;,\,? Yoju muftvthen* faid the Coitfttcfs* ierfd 
fome - Perfon in whom, you <a*i ,eonfide ttf 
Count ffertrqnd,: to let hitm know! that. you* 
Daughter will confent to his Defires, but that 
in order to be convinced of the Truth of that 
faifiofl Jhe pretends for her, he muft fend bjr 
her, M^ffenger that Ripg,w&ich hewfcafs ori 
his Finger, and that done, flbe will be reidjt 
tjo grant all he requires., .,.;.' *. i ■ "i 

"This Meffage will certainly bring him^ta 

your Houfe, I will be concealed in your 

Daughter's Chamber^ and fupply her Place; 

I 6 perhaps 
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Sirhaps I may be fo fortunate as to provft with,* 
hild by him, and thus by your Affiftance, 
haying the Ring on my Finger, and a Child 
ih tny Arms begat by him, I may a* &ft achw 
qinre riis Affe£hon, and prevail with himttQti 
lite ijrith me for the future as his Wife." - A 

.,;- ■•■• -- ' . h 

The good Woman was at J&rft ftaitljed at 
this Requeft of die Countefs's, fearing her 
Daughter's Reputation might fuffer if Ihc 
complied with it. T 

But refle&ing that it would be a go&# Ac** 
ttontb procure the Love of a Hufoand to a^ 
Wife that deferved it ; {he not only pronalfed 
the Countefs to perform all file defired, but ia ; 
a few Days fent a Meffenger with great Se-t^ 
crefy to the Count, who hearing the Meflageii 
Bowithftanding he thought it ha^toigifcc;, 
away his Ring, complied with his JjliferfsflBi 
Command, and came to her Appointment.. 

GiUtta being dextroufly conveyed into the 
Chamber inftead of the young Woman* tfaer^ 
Cdunt paffed the Night with her, retiring yuty 
early the next Morning for fear of gwinjganjf* 
Oobafion for Shmder ? but he r^ev^d-hi^o 
Vifos every Night* always believing it was 
itis beloved Miftrefe who received him, . <\ 



The Countefs finding herfelf with Child,: • 
w6uTd no longer admit the nightly Vifits ofJ\ 
her Hatband, arid calling for her Benefa&refe v : 
fitid^r- " ; ~ V. i\\> 

4 » Maffant, I have (Thanks to God amr ; \ 
your Affittarice) accompfUhed whit I dpfired^di 

\. ■;,■;= .V: ? - '-. ;-.-./ "J" ' . .. . a*&l 
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and it is now Time to know what I caa do for j 
yen to'Rrtufn.^ V . "i 

' The good Wpniah told her £he m'^ghi 4o \ 
whit (he pleifed, butthatforher Part the de Tp 
fired no Reward for the Service {he had do^e 
hef, having only in her Opinion done what* 
fhe ought. 

' The Countefe exprefled herfelf pleafed witfy< 
her modeft Reply, but infifted upon her naming^ 
a* Pbrtion for her Daughter. ; \;ji 

The Gentlewoman thus con/trained wJtK 
gresft Hefitatidn and' much Shame* afleed 4 f ? 
handfed Pounds. 

The Countefa feeing her Cohfufion, and- . 
admiring the Moderation of her Demand* ; 

fave her five Hundred Pounds in Money, andj 
ewefc to the<Value of five Hundre^ Jnof ^ 
and'ttktagLeav* of the' Mother and D^ugl^ £ 
retuttted to heir Innt ' "'' 
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Th6 good' Woman, who was enriched > 
greatly beyond her Expectations* fent Word, 
tothfc Count to forbear' his Vifits, and retired , 
wither" ^Daughter into the Country to r Con^ 
of^licf Relations. " "' ' . '■' . ' , r . ,] . / 

'™ K ' : '."■"'" '; :,:v :. : Jir v. -- . "Z]** 

Btrtrand 1>eing friformed {hat his Wife had 
left Roujfillcn; yielded to the Defires of his Peo- 
ple, and went thither, which ,t)ie Gountef* 
hearing* toas extremely pleafed^ and* fefolyed-, t 
to ftay at Florence till fhe was brought to Bed^ , , 

When .the Time wa$ expired me. i#af/de«*,, 
lfokred ! df Wo S6n$V both veg like, tb^Fa^ u y 
titer, and as fo6n as fhe wis able to bear the, 
Psfcigueof Travelling flie left Florence, and: 

came 
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calhe without being known by any, otfe to 
Mfmtpellier ; thereiherefted two or three Days, 
arid then with her Children took the Road, to, 
Roujfilbri; . .;:' , . > 

On her Arrival fee enquired after the 
Health of her Lord, and hearing that he wa% 
well, and was that Day giving a great, Feail 
tofome Noblemen and Ladies in his Palace* 
(be prefenteci herfelf in the Hall where they, 
were all affembled, wearing t.he Habifcof a: 
Pilgfirri, in which fee had left Rouffillwi *&&& 
hbldrng her two Sons in her Arms^ Then thrown 
ing herfelf. at the Feet of her Husband with 
Tears ft reaming from her Eyes, fee faid. 

" My Lord, I am your unhappy Wi^e fl 
tfho, abandoned by yQu, didnptwit^andiNg 
apply myfelf diligently, to the Manaffejnenfc^C 
y6ur Affairs ; I have long wandered miferablj^ 
about the World, and now come to demand 
you in the Name of God, finceJ have been 
able to accomplish thofe two Conditions yoft 
propofed by the Gentleman I fent to yew g 
• look on me, myXor^, and behold ip my. An$&, 
not only one Son by you but twp, > behold 
likewife your King, and according to your 
Promife receive and acknowledge me fpr y$ui: 
Wife. 

The Count, who had liftened attentively* 
to he)r, was ftruck motionlefs with Aftonife- 
ment. He knew the Ring, and obferyed the 
Children to be very like him, and wholly loft 
in the Perplexity into which thofe Accidents 
had thrown him, he afked her how it could 
be? ' " -■ - 

The 
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The Countefs then, to the great Amaze- 
ment of her Lord and all who were prefent, 
related every Circumftance that had happen- 
ed to her fince her Departure from RouJJillon. 
• Bertrand being convinced of the Truth 
of what {he faid, was (truck with her Per- 
feverance and Wifdom, and gazing on the 
Children, which he knew by their Refem- 
blance to him to be his own, mindful of the 
Promife he had made her, and moved with 
th<* Remonft ranees of the Ladies and Gentle-* 
men that were with him, and the Intreaties 
of his People, who all conjured him to re- 
ceive and acknowledge her, his Obftinacy at 
laft gave Way. 

He raifed the Countefs from her Knees, 
embraced her tenderly, acknowledged her to 
be his lawful Wife, and the Children (he 
brought with her his Sons. And then giving 
Orders for her being dreft according to her 
Rank and Fortune,^ paffed the reft of that 
Day and many others following, in Feafting 
and rejoycing, to the great Satisfaction of all 
the People in RouJJillon. 

From this Time ;he always lived with her 
as his Wife, efteemed and honoured her for her 
Virtues, and loved her with the greateft De- 
gree of Tendernefs. 

3tt 
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Observations on the U/e Shakefpcar has 
made of the foregoing Novel in his Comedy of 
All's Well that ends Well. 



Tbi Fable of All's Well that ends Well. 

J}ERT RA M, the young Count of 
•*-* Roujftllon* having loft his Father, is left un- 
der the Guardianship of the King of France* 
who fends Orders for him to come to Court. 

Helena^ the Daughter of a famous Phyfi- 
cian, lately deceafed, being violently in Love 
with, the County refolves to follow him to 
Paris. 

The old Countefs of Ronffillon* Mother to 
Bertram* who is very fond of Helena* being 
informed that (he was in Love with her Son, 

?[ueftions her about it, which after fome eva- 
ive Anfwers, {he at laft confefles, and alfo 
acknowledges her Intention to go to Paris* to 
offer her Service to cure the King, who was 
lick of a Fiftula, which by his Phyficians was 
pronounced incurable. 

The Countefs permits her to go, and the 
King, after many Intreaties, fubmits to make 
Ufe of her Medicine; which effects his Cure. 

Helena before the Trial obliges the King to 
promife, that if he was reftpred to Health by 

her 
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her Applications, he would give her her Ch'6ic# 
of a Hufband among thofe Perfons he had * 
Right to difpofe of. 

Accordingly when the Cure is compleated, 
flie demands Count Bertram. 

The King orders him to marry her ; hfc rtP 
fclfeaon account of the meannefs of her Birthf 
the King innfting upon his Obedience, Bertram 
atflaft complies, and feemingly with great Wil* 
lingnefs, but when the Ceremony is performed^ 1 
declares to a Confident that he hates his mW 
Wife, and is determined neV*r to HVe*wM 
her, but will go to the Wars in TufitimfxA 
avoid it. ^ 

He then fends a flattering Meflage to 
Mtlenai and defires that (he will take Leave 
of the King immediately, and give him* K> 
turtttfattti that this fu^fett P«?ng pt^ecdi 
#«** ter ofcweafitcft fudiitatto^tt^lftffeoBc.^ 
< Mtkrtu complies with this Irtjtwia^n. fthft 
meeting her Lord, he excufes his AMefedd 
#ftr two Dafs to her, gives her ft Defter to 
.carry to his Mother, and bids hex taftefrto 

- She departs,- and he having tmtt got rid tf 
<&«*, deals immediately to Phrenc 'e. ^ 

The old Countefs of RmfiUbn is extremely 
MWffaged at the Comments of her Son's JLette*, 
which informs her that he is determined rteve* 
to Hit* <v#thh*s new Wife, and a Billet 
4« deKveifed td Helena alfb, updn hefe'Afi 
rftai at» tLeuffilkh* containing thefe Wdtkfc* 
*« Whten thou canft get the Ring tipoiKmv 
Finger, - whidt * *eve* fliaU come off, a*tf 

fhew 
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feew me » Child begotten of thy Body that I 
am Father to, then call me Hufband, hut in 
fuefa a then I write never*" 

Helena in Defpair at this cruel Epiftlcy and 
d«fcro«s that her Prefence might not banift* her 
Lord from RM$lkn> fteals away at Night* 
leaving a Letter for her MotheVin-Jaw, in 
which Ibe informs, her that fhe is gone a bare* 
fjfteft Pilgrimage to St. Jaqintj entreats her to 
recall her Sort from the Wats, and • declares, 
Vi that ihe is going to embrace Death to give 
hb Freedom j" however, (he flops ait Fk+ 
renee^ meets with a Widow, whofe Daughter* 
Diana, the Count Was in Love with, and 
ptiowii&ftgLupon.thefe two W^ornov by large 
Swot faf 1 Moneys toe affift her, in *or 'Defign 
upoocfeer Huflxmd, ihe (\i^ii^JX^mh Piaco 
iiLtbe Affignatooft Jfaehadimade ijr iter Adsfice 
1»vlh.the<Cbun^ and g<*ts the Ring which he 
hwd^rcefenteri heif in heVowh Poffeffion» giving 
him in Return another which &e hid received 

n. A deigned Acdotnit of her: Death, confifimeS 
tether Reflor «fc the Place where fhe died* 
be^f carried to< RoiiffiHm* the old GouMtefi 
fends the News to her Son, entreating him to 
toturiii which he dees^ immediately* "and the 
King, being then at Rs^filbn^ pardons the ' 
&ikH*t c for his unkind Uihge .of Helena, whofe 
l^s/he^e«m3KgTieatly/to regret and: the 
Daughter of an old iLord r named Laftu± \% 
|H»po^ed:tahuTjforafcoc^dWife v 
v r£*rtramczfprlf emhVafces the rVopeAljide* 
tjfatring" ^ hehad been videndgr in LotcrmA 
■jtj>h, t .... ' the 
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the ybung Lady, whichwas the^Caufe of fcS 

Contempt for Helena. 39 > « rtf 

The Match being concluded an* i£rf/*«r den 
fires his intended Son-in-law to give^ him feme 
Token to fend his Dauhgter; upon which the 
Count prefents hint with the Ring he Jiad «M 
ceived from the fuppofed Diana* atic* 

Lafeii immediately recoUe&s • that hev had 
ieen that Ring upon Helena's Finger^ and the 
King looking at it, immediately declares i tbit 
it was the fame he had given- her at partsmg^n 

Bertram allures mem they were mifiaJDcoir 
that the Ring never was Helena 's, but jthrowa 
to him from a Window in Florence by a Ladp 
who was in Love with him.. ,v ^ -d 

- The King, alarmed; by tbcfe FalfhoodK 
entertains a Sufpicion^that Bertram t had ami* 
dered his Wife, and fends him. to Prifaninr 
•-/ In the mean Time Helena* fending iheifelf 
with .Child, rides poft with the Widowani 
her Daughter to Marfeillesy where the had beta 
informed the King was. .' t O 

On her Arrival fhe is told the Kiagissat 
RouffiUm\ and meeting wkh .. a Gentleman 
belonging to the Court, who was going, them, 
ihe deliver* a Petition to him, entreating him 
to prefent it to the King > the Gentleman prjrf- 
mifes to do fo, and Helena and her Aflpciates 
follow him to Roujfillm. 

The Gentleman arrives with the Petition 
juft as the Count is carried* off guarded, and 
the King receiving it reads it aloud; avis 
figned Diana Capukt ; who accufes theCfrunt 
of having debauched her at Flonemn under a 
Pjremift of Marriage when his. Wife died, the 

Performance 



onfiaoce^of which flie now claimp, Helena 
I dead ; and entreats the King would 
e>him to do ika^Jufticej the Count is 
ght again into the King's Prefenee, and 
t* and her Mother appear to make good 
Charge againft him; which he denies, and 

hi$ deified Diana a common Strumpet; 
ianathcn produces the Ring which he 
liypn Helena, when fhe met him in her 

; and claims the other which the Count 
declared was thrown, to him from a Win* 
^and fays that {he gave it him in Bed ; 
ij^jit then acknowledges the Ring vr& 

3, the King, who knew it was thp/ame 
ad given to Helena, afks her if it washer's; 
►rbvdkes him by her evafive and cohtra- 
ir^Anfwcrs, and , he orders her to be cap* 
toPrifon. 

iarpt defees her Mother to get Bail for 
vaiid immediately Helena appears, and 
her Lord {he had accomplifhed both the 
ditions he had impofed on her ; gives him 
j^u^Rinff, and declares flie is with Child ; 
i jwhich Bertram ^ piomifes to love her for 
uture>dearty ; and the King takes upon 
'eif trhe Care of providing Diana with a 
wuidv land paying her Portion* , i ? 

hake/pear, in his Comedy of JIT* Weil 
EnfctVeU, has followed pretty exaclly 
^Thread of the Story ki the foregoing 

[e has -made Ufe of all the Incidents he 
idr therev arwl added fome of his own, 
ihpoulbly jriay not be thought any Proofs 

:V^,LV~ ' '* • either 
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Cither of his Invention or Judgment, lh%e,'at 
the feme Time that they grdwoutof thole* he 
found formed to his FJfcnd, yet they grow like 
Excrefcences, and are equally ufelefs and dip- 

agreeable. 

The fuppofed Death of<#fe?A7, as flic k 
called in the Novel, or Helena , as fee is named 
in the Play, is wholly an Invention 'rf 

Shakeffitir ; yet it produces nothing but a few 
Ambiguities in the Dialogue, which are far 
From entertaining, and a bafe Sufpiciori $f 
the Count's ' ha vi ng murdered her, which - m 
hears with a. Tamenef$ unbecoming the CW- 
rafter of a' brave Soldier and a haughty N<£ 
bleman. ' * 

The Cataftrophe of the Stbry, ttieujgh'the 
fame in the Play as the Novel, yet is verjr 
differently conducted in each: There* is more 
Probability in the Incidents which lead to ft 
in the Novel, and more Contrivance wi 1 thofe 
of die Play. ' ' 

The Reconciliation between the Cotintf arij 
his Lady is very natural and afFedfrig in Blft- 
cace y in SlmJceftear it is loff amidft a Croii3 
of perplexing arid, in my Opinion,- urcrnte- 
refting Circumftances. •••'.'■ i f 

The Character of the Heroine is mote exalt- 
ed in the Original than the Copy. 

fn Boctaceyz fee hejr, after her Marriage 
: +h& the cruel Flight of hef Hufbantf^ taking 
the Government of the Province in h.er own 
Hands, and behaving 'with fo much Wifdom> 
Prudence and Magnanimity, asr acquired he* 
the Lore and fifteem of the People; who all 

murmured 



p^ttfmuned againfl: the Injuftice of their Lord 
\% not being ienJible to fo much Merit ; noct 
[joes flie endeavour to p/ocure his Affe£tion by \ 
a, Stratagem, till flie has given Proofs, that ihe 
deferved it, ~ 

Shaksfpear (hews her opprefled with Def- 
pair at the Abfence of the County incapable of 
either Advice ' or Confolation ; giving unne- 
ceflary Pain to the good Countefs her Mother- 
in-law (a Chara&er entirely of his own In- 
vention) by alarming her with a pretended 
piefign of killing herfelf, and by fome Means, 
or other, which we are not acquainted with, 
gels the Reftbr. of 4:he Place, to whom fhc bad- 
vowed a Pilgrimage, (which by the Way (he 
dc»es not perform) to confirm the Report of . 
her Death. 

After having accomplifhed her Defign o£ 
tedding with her Huiband and procuring the . 
King, (he rides Poft to Marfclles with the 
Widow and her Daughter* on Purpofe to ex- > 
pofe her beloved Hufband to the King's Re-* 
fentment, and the Contempt o£ all the. 
Courtiers who were prefent ; by making Diana 
complain to the King of the Count's having 
debauched her under a Promife of Marriage 
when his Wife was dead. 

After (he has thus expofed the Frailties of: 
her Htrfband, fhehasthe Cruelty to fuffqrhirrtr 
to be accufed of having murdered her, and in 
Confequence of that Accufation, feized and 
hbprifoned by the King's Order. 
"'■' , ; . Tb« 
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The Difcovcry of her Plot is attended with 
none of thofe affe&ing Circumftances we find 
in the Original. 

After having made him endure fo niudi 
Shame and Afflidion, fhe haughtily demands 
his Affe&ion as a Prize (he had lawfully won. 

In Biccace (he kneels, fhe weeps, flic per- 
fuades ; and if (he demands, (he demands with 
Humility. 

In Shake/pear (he is cruel, artful, and info- 
lent, and ready to make Ufe of the King's 
Authority to force her Hufband to do her Juf- 
tice. 

The Character of Helena being thus ma- 
naged in the Play, Sbakefpear has with 
Art, made die old Countefs (who is an 
amiable Chara&er) bear Witnefs to. the Vir- 
tues of Helena ; for otherwife we (hould not 
have difcovered them ; we muft therefore take 
her Word for it, that her Daughter-in-law is 
wife, gentle, prudent and virtuous; for, ex- 
cept her extreme Cunning, (he has nothing 
ftriking in her Character; and, except her 
Perfeverance, nothing amiable. * 

It is indeed furprizing, that Stake/pear, as 
be has followed fo exadtly the Copy of Boccace, 
(hould deviate from him fo much in the Cha- 
racter of the two principal Perfons in his Play, 
whom, at the fame Time, he intends as well 
as the Novel ift to make happy. 

The Count fuffers rather more in his Hands 
than the Lady; in the Novel his greateft Fault 
is (lying from a Woman he had married, and - 

taking 
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taking a Refolution never to live with her, b*t 
upon Conditions he himfelf was determined 
» to render irrjpoffible. 

„■ Yet this Behaviour admits of much Ex- 
tenuatioh : , The Woman he had married was 
forced upon him by the abfolute Authority 
of ihe King j her Birth was greatly ihferior to 
his; her Perfon bad not attracted his Atten- 
tion ; he had no Inducement to love her 5 on 
the contrary, he bad great Reafori to be of- 
fended with her for forcing herfelf* ungenerouf- 
\y as he thought, upon him. 

Her Behaviour indeed after his leaving her 
merited his Affection $ but he was then in love 
yrith another \yoman, and incapable of liftcn- 
ing to the Dilates of his Reafon ; and when 
he does yield to acknowledge her for his Wife* 
he yields to the Force of Conviction ; he loves 
her hecaufe he is perfuaded (he merits it, and 
accordingly that Love is pure and lafting. 

In Shakefp€ar 9 when the King offers her to 
htm for a Wife, he refufes her with great 
Coarfenefs and many contemptuous Expref- 
lions ; yet upon the King's exerting his Au- 
thority, meanly fubmits, and contradicts; his 
former avowed Sentiments. 

After his Marriage, he declares his con- 
tinued Hatred for her to his Friends, yet con- 
defcends to diflemble unworthily with her to 
get rid of her. 

In Florence he attempts to corrupt a young 
Woman of good Family and Reputation, and 
fucceeding as he imagined, openly boaffo of 
it. 4 

Vol.L K \3^\x 
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Upon, the News of his Wife's Death, of 
which he thinks himfelf the Caufe, hqexpref- 
fes great Joy ; and without taking Leave of 
the. young Woman he fuppofes he has de- 
bauched, haftens back to RouJJillon. There a 
Marriage being propofed to him with the 
Daughter of an old Courtier, he accepts it im- 
mediately ; declaring his Paffion for that young 
Lady, which he durft never reveal, was the 
Caufe of his Hatred to Helena. A very im- 
probable Tale ; becaufe his Quality fet him 
above a Refufal from any Lady ; and he is re- 
prefented to be paflionately in Love at Flo- 
rence. 

But to go on ; when Diana, his Florentine 
Flame, prefents, by the Contrivance of his 
Wife, a Petition to the King, informing him, 
that the Count had debauched her by a Promife 
of Marriage, and then cruelly ftole away from 
her, the Count denies the Charge, and is bafe 
enough to defame the Woman he had ruined, 
calling her a common Creature and infamous 
Proftitute j and, in the Courfe of his Exami- 
nation, invents feveral ridiculous Lies. 

Upon the Appearance of his Wife, he ac- 
knowledges all ; meanlv begs Pardon of both ; 
and promifes to Jove nis Wife for the fu- 
ture dearly. '-.,"' 

It is not eafy to Conceive a Reafon why 
Sbakefpear has thus mangled the Characters of 
Baccate \v?\m\ y except in a few trifling Cir- 
cumftances, he has" fo faithfully followed the 
Story. 

It 
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It was not neceflary to make Helena lefs 
amiable, or the Count more wicked in die 
Play than the Novel, fince the Intrigue in both 
is exa&ly the fame ; and certainly he has vio- 
lated all the Rules of poetical Juftice in con- 
ducing, by a Variety of Incidents, the twa 
principal Perfons of the Play to Happinefs ; 
when they both (though with fome Inequali- 
ty) merited nothing but Punishment. 
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7%e T'hirty-Jixtb Novel of Bandello. 
Volume the Second. 




HEN the Imperial City of 
Rome was taken and facked by 
the united Arms of Spain and 
Germany 1 a rich Merchant of 
Efu named Ambrogio^ was taken 
Prifoner among the reft of the 
Inhabitants, This Merchant, by a Wife who 
was lately dead, had two Children, a Boy and 
a Girl, both, beyond all Imagination beau- 
tiful, and fo like each other, that when they 
were both drefled in Boy's or Girl's Cloaths, 
it was, difficult to know the one from the 
other ; fo that the Father himfelf, who for his 
Diverfion often tried the Experiment, was ex- 
tremely puzzled to diftinguifh them. 

jfmbrogioi who loved them with great Af- 
fe£Hon, fpared no Expence in their Educa- 
tion, but caufed them to be taught every Thing 
that was fit for their Birth and Fortune. 

K 3 At 
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At the Time that Rome was facked, they 
prere about fifteen Years of Age. 

Paolo, fo was the^ Boy called, was taken 
Prifoner by a certain German, who for his 
great perfonal Valour was held in high Efteeih 
by his Nation. 

This Man having taken feveral other Pri* 
foners of confiderable Rank, drew large Sums 
for their Ranfom \ his Share of the Plunder 
had alfo been very great* having got a lapge 
Quantity of Gold and Silver Plate, many 
rich Jewels and Cloaths y fo that being very 
well fatisfied with his Gain he left Rome, and 
went to Naples, taking with him his little 

: Captive Paolo, whom he loved and treated 
like his own Son. ' 

The twin Sifter of Paolo, who was catted 

' Nicuola, fell into the Hands of two Spanijk 
Soldiers, and Fortune was fo favourable toiler, 
that upon her telling them flie was Daughter 
to a very rich Man, they treated her with 

. great Refpecl:, in Expe&ation of receiving'* 
confiderable Sum for her Ranfom. 

Atnbrogio, through the Favqur of fome 
Neapolitan Friends who were in the Spanijh 

- Troops, avoided Captivity, and had alfo an 

1 Opportunity given him of concealing the great- 
;eftPartof his Treafurein a fubterraneous Vault, 
but what remained in his Houfe was pillaged. 

This Lofs he bore with great Indifference, 
Grief for his Children's Captivity, and: his 
Endeavours to find them, taking up all his 
Thoughts. 

After 
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V After a diligent Search he at length found 
Nicuoh) whom he redeemed for five Hundred 
Ducats, but all the Methods he could ufe to 
difcover where Paolo 9 was proving ineffectual, 
he began to fear he was killed. 

This Apprehenfion filled him with exceffivc 
Affliction, and no longer able to ftay in Rome, 
which continually renewed in his Mind the 
Remembrance of his loft Son, he returned to 
EJiy the Place of his Birth, and fatisfied with 

' the Riches he poflefled, quitted Merchandiz- 
ing entirely. 

In this City there dwelt a rich Merchant* 
named Gerard Lanzetti, whofe Wife being 
lately dead, and he through his Intimacy with 
Ambrogio % having frequent Opportunities of 
'feeing the charming Nicuola, fell violently in 
Love with her ; his own advanced Age, and the 
extream Youth of Nicuola, did not prevent him 
from demanding her in Marriageof her Fa- 
ther, affuring him at the fame Time that he 
would take herwithout any Portion* 

Ambrogio had too. much Underftanding, 
not to be fenfible that fo unequal a Match 
could be productive of no good Confequences ; 
yet to avoid offending the old Lover, he would 
not give him an abfolute Denial, but put him 
off, . by faying he had ftill Hopes of recover- 
ing his Son, and could not think of parting 
with Nicuota till he heard fome News of her 
Brother. 

In the mean Time the Fame of Nicuola'% 
extraordinary Beauty fpread through the whole 
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City of Efi, her Charms was the Sutjjeir of ge- 
neral Converfation. When flie went; abroad die & 
Pepple gathered in Crouds to gaze on her, and ai 
4 the nobleft Youths in the City were,CQntinu- ~\ 
ally paffing before her Windows, in Hopes of 
gaining a momentary Sight of her. 

But he who was moft affiduous in watch- c 

ing for Opportunities to fee her, was a young t 

Gentleman, named Lattantio Puccini^ lately 1 

come to the Pofleflion of an immenfe Ja*- 1 

tune, by the Death of his Father and Mo- 
" then , 

The diligent Attendance of this Youth be- I 
fore her Windows, at laft attracted the Ob- J 
fervation ijf Nicuola? who being charmed 
with t^efwiicefulnefs of his Perfon, and flat- 
tered by life coqflant Affiduities, (hewed her- 
felf frequently at her Window* a,nd with be- 
witching Smiles and encouraging Qlances, 
endeavoured to allure him that me was pleaifed 
with his Paffion, which Lattantio perceiving, 
thought himfelf the happieft Lover in tte 
World. 

Nicuola 9 who found an irrejiftibj* Swe«tnefs* ' 
in thofe new Defires that had taken PoiTeflian 
of her young Bofom, opened her whole Sofldt 
to the infinuating Paffion, which grewak laft 
to fuch a Height, that Life was insupportable 
to her unlefs flie faw him every Day. 

Lattantio y no longer able to content himfelf ". 
with beholding his beautiful Miftrefe at a Dif- 
tance only, was endeavouring to procure the 
Means of fpeaking to her in private, when 
feme urgent Affairs calling Awbrmo jtp Ijbmty 
where he propofed to flay feveral Months, hfc 
^ 1 , ' was 
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was unwMKng to leave Nicuota to the Care ] of 
Servants, and therefore took' her to Fabriand> 
sftid left her with a Brother of his who had a 
Wife and Familyv 

- Nicuola's Departure from Efi was fo futl- 
dcfn and unexpected, that {he had no Time 
to inform her Lover of it, fo that he hearing 
her Father was gone to Rome, fuppofed he had 
tfcken Jier with him, arid remained for fome 
Time extremely difconfolate. 

Abfence however producing its ufual Ef- 
fects, fo weakened the Idea of Nicuola in his 
Mind, that an accidental Sight of the fair 
GaUlla> Daughter to Gerard Lan%etti % entirely 
erased the Remembrance of Nicuvla, and he 
refigned himfelf wholly up to the Influence of 
this new Charmer. 

Nkuoh on the contrary grieved beyond 
Meafure, at not having been able to inform her 
Lover of the Place to which (he was hurried, 
pafled her Time in Sighs, Tears, and Com- 
plaints. 

The rigid Aufterity of her Uncle, who 
kept her always in his Sight, made it impof- 
fiMe for her to fend a Letter or Meflage ta 
Lattantio\ fo that this Reftraint adding a fret- 
ful Impatience to her Grief, fhe thought every 
Hour of Abfence a thoufand Years, and 
wearied out by continual Anxiety and refflefs 
Wifees, fhe fell into a deep and fettled Melan- 
diolly, which not all the tender Confolations 
of her Coiifins, who thought it was occafion- 
ed by the Abfence of her Father, could re- 
move* 
~ K 5 U 
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In this Manner fhe languifhed feveral 
Months, at the End of which her Eather left 
Rome, and paffing by Fabriano called for tts 
Daughter, and returned to Efu 

Nicuola left Fabriano with as much Joy as 
a Soul long tortured in Purgatory feds at quit- 
ting it for Paradife, feeding her Imagination 
with the Tranfports her Return would give 
her ravifhed Lover, and enjoying by Antici- 
pation the exquifite Pleafure of an Interview 
after fo tedious an Abfence. :; 

But on her Arrival at Efi 9 thefe pleafing 
Expectations were all changed to the moft 
racking Jealoufy. Report informed her that 
Lattantio was Men in Love with CaUlla, 
and this cruel News was confirmed by his 
{hocking Indifference towards herfelf, for he 
took no more Notice of her than if he had 
never feen her before. d 

Nicuola now abandoned herfelf entirely to 
Defpair, the Infidelity of Lattantio was ten 
Times more infuppbrtable than his Abfence 
had been, and fo. Ipw ^was th^ unhappy Beauty 
reduced, as to endeavour by repeated Letters. 
and Meflages to recall herfelf to his Re-: 
membrance, but thofe proving all ineffectual, 
fhe refolved to die, unlefs by ibmc Means yet 
untried, fhe could recover the Heart of her. 
ungrateful Lattantio. 

While Nicuola was thus confuming wjth 
an almoft hopelefs Paflion, Jmbrogio, foiuid it, 
neceflary to take another Journey to Rome % . 
and as his Daughter was unwilling to go a 
fecon'd Time to hqr Uncle's at Fabriano* . he. 
3.: , .i placed 
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placed her till his Return in a Monaftery, 
where pne of her Coufins v named Sifter Cam- 
milla Bijfaj was profefled. 

This Convent was formely in gr£at Repu- 
tation for San&ity, but Nicuka had been there 
but a fhort Time before the diforderly Be- 
haviour of the Nuns gave her great Difguft. 
Their Converfation, inftead of turning upoa 
the holy Lives of the Fathers, their Piety, 
their Abftinence, and good Works, were in- . 
temperate, loofe, and profane : Love was the 
Bufinefsof their Lives ; they were not afham- 
cd to difcover their Intrigues to each other, 
but would even boaft of their fcandalous Ap- 
pointments. Inftead of Failing and Prayer j 
they indulged themfelves in the moft delicate 
Repafts and flothful Eafe. Inftead of wearing 
Shifts made of Hare- (kin next their Bodies, 
they wore Linen of the higheft Prices, adorn- 
ing themfelves with the richeft Silks and moft 
expenfive Ornaments, heightening their na- 
tive Beauty with all the Embellishments of 
Art, and not fcrupling even to make Ufe of 
Paints, Waflies, and Eflences,to fupply the 
Defects of Nature. 

' Thus adorned, and pra&ifing all the allur- 
ing Artifices of loofe Curtezans^ they wafted 
whole Days in Difcourfes with the young 
Rakes of the City, who fpent the greateft 
Part of their Time at the Grate 1 of their Con- 
vent. 

Nicuola^ extremely fcandalized at the inde- 
cent Behaviour of the Nuns, often regretted 
her being placed ir* their ^Monaftery, and. 
finding ho Albviation of her Griefs amongft 
K6 Ciuiv 



fuch difasreeable Companion^, ; (he gayc fee*-- 
fdf up toner fecret Difcontent, % » % 

If happened one Day when Sifter Camiffa 
was with her, that fome body told that Nun^> 
Lattaftiox who often came there on account 
of Linens and fine Works which he. efn~i 
ployed thofe Nuns to make, wanted her. afc. ,; 
the Grate. V 

Camilla went immediately, without taking 
Notice of Nicuola's Diforder, who no fopnqr * 
heard the Sound of that Name than her jfajr. \ 
Face and Bpfom was all overfpread yrith $ ! 
glowing Red, which in a Moment changed to ? 
an afhy Palenefs, and though her trembling i 
Limbs werefcarce able to fupport her, yet im- 
pelled by an eager Defire to fee again that 
rnuch loved Face* ,and hear the dear Sound of . 
his Voice, (he crept ( to a little Place, whew _ 
unTcen herfelf, (he might both hear and fee % 
her faithlefs Lover. 

This Practice (he continued as often as (ho J j 
had any Opportunity, and one Time wheat \i 
(he was thus employed, fhe heard Lattantia i 
complain to Camilla ot his ill Fortune in lof- . 
ing a Page, who had ferved him three Yea©, v: 
with the utmoft Bxaftnefs and Fidelity* I 
The Youth he told her was juft then* dead of u 1 
a Fever in his floufe, which gave him gr$atK.:; 
Concern, becaufe hfe defpaired of ever get- 
ting another as faithful and affectionate as he 
had been. -.".■•« 

When he was ( gone, fficuola refle&ing up- I 
on this Incident, it came into her Head to dif-. m 
guife.beifelf like a Boy, and ferve her Lover 

v in 
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ill the quality of a Page, but not knowing 
how to procure a Habit neceflary for her De- 
fign, £he remained for fome Time in more 
tjifcoritent: than ever. 

At length fhe took a Refolution io acquaint 
herNurfe with this new Scheme which Love 
had infpired, and-if poffible engage her Affift- 
ajice in executing it. 

JPbilBppa., for that was the Name of her 
Nurfe, loved Nicuola with as much Tender- 
nefs as if fhe had been her^own Child* ancj 
being defired by Amfrrogio when he left Efi y 
to fee his Daughter very often, and to take 
her when fhe had an Inclination to her own 
Houfe j fhe never failed to vifit her at the Con- 
vent every Day, and the Nuns, with whom 
Ambrogio had left Directions for that Purpofe, 
permitted Nicuola to go out with her when- 
ever fhe defired it. 

To this good Woman Nicuola had entrufted 
the Secret of her Paffion for Lattantio* and 
flattering herfelf that her Tendernefs for her 
would make it eafy to engage her Affiftance 
in a Scheme that her whole Soul Was now 
bent upon accomplishing, fhe fent for her onje 
Day, and difclofuig her DeSgn, earneftly con- 
jured her to afford her the^ Means of exe- ' 
curing it. 

Pbillippay after having for a long Time 
in vain endeavoured to difluade her from an 
Attempt fo dangerous to her Reputation, a(t 
laft confented to her Defire, and taking her to 
her own Houfe, furnifhed her With a Suit of 

CIoath4 ;' 
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Gloaths, which had belonged to her own Sbn, 
a Boy about Nicuola's Age, who died a ieW 
Months before, and thus equipt flie went to 
the Street where, her Lover lived. 

Chance afiifting her Defign, brought Lot* 
tantio to the Door of his Houfe, jiift as Nlcuoh 
entered the Street, which fhe obferving, afi 
fumed the Air and Manner of a poor Stran- 
ger juft arrived, gazing at every Thing ^fhe 
faw, and wandering backwards and forwards^ 
as if at a Lofs what Place to go to. 4 

Lattantio ftruck with the Appearance of fo 
genteel and pretty a Youth, flood itill for 
fome Moments obferving him, and fuppofing 
the poor Boy might poffibly want a Servicei 
he made a Sign to him as he palled by to ap- 
proach. 

Nicuola accordingly cattle forward, and 
Lattantio being ftill more pleafed with hint bri 
a nearer View, afked him his Narne, and 
Whether he was born \n£Ji. 

" My Lord, replied Nicuola> my Nahie Is 
Romuloy I Was born in Rome, and loft my Fa- 
ther when the City was taken, my Mother 
flied marly Years before; I attended "a Noble- 
man as his Page, who was mortally wounded 
when the City was facked, and bedaufe I wept 
and lamented his Misfortune, two' Spariijb' 
Soldiers beat me cruelly, and left me in a 
njiferabie Condition." 

' " If thoii art Willing to ferve rney Yard 
, Lattahiioy twill take thee to be my Page, icra 
treat t£ee jn fuchaMahner that thou fhal^ 
have nq Caufe' to complain x)f thy Condi- 
tion." "* 

« My 
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,. cc My Lord, repliecLR^w/*, I accept your 
Offer with great Willingnefs, , and deiire tu> 
<#her Recompence for my Services than what 
you fhall judge they deferve. 

Romuh accordingly entered that Day into 
his new Employment, in which he acquitted 
himfelf with fo much Diligence and Polite- 
nefs, that in a few Days he entirely gained 
the Favour of his Mailer, who no longer re- 
gretted the Lofs of his former Page, but. 
thought himfelf the happieft Man in the 
^Torld, in the Attendance of fo genteel and 
fo faithful a Servant. 

Romulo was now clad in an elegant Livery, 
and finding his Services agreeable to his Matter, 
and bleft with his Sight aud Con verfation 
every Day, he would .not have changed his 
Condition for a Place in Paradife. 

It has been faid before, that Lattantio was 
enamoured of C^tella^ the Daughter pf : 
Qerqrd Laq$ftti 9 . fifieypla's old Lover. . ... ti 
This young Lady oijferv^ng LatianfU^^, 
fing . every Day before .her .Windows,, and ;|iy > 
his Looks and Adions endeavouring to (hew : 
the ^Violence of his r}affion for, her, always 
looked upon him with great Complacency,' 
though her Heart was as yet wholly infenfible 
of the foft Power of Love, fo that Lattantio 
endeayoured in vain by repeated Letters and 
Meffeges to prevail uporihcr to take /oaieJEte- ; 
j^Wion in his tayour^ f . : .; t \ ; \ 
The artful Fair-one^ though ftie,jyas nofe 
difpofed to return his Love, yet being pleafesL 
' . . \ with 



with his Affiduities, would not entirety de- 
prive him of Hope, but while fee can?Wiy 
avoided coming to any Explanation with himy 
by her encouraging- Looks and Smiles fee ke^C 
his Hopes alive, and encreafed his Defire. - ,; 

The extream Avarice of her Father, notwi th* 
ftanding his great Riches, was the Caufe that 
Catella had all the Opportunities fee could 
wife to indulge her coquet Difpofition, for 
Gerard kept only three Domeftics in his 
Houfe. 

One of thefe was an old Woman, who' 
hardly ever ftirred fr«m the Fire-fide, another 
a Lackey, who always went abroad with him ; 
the third a young Maid-fervant, who being 
bribed by Laitantio y left the young Lady the 
liberty of feoVving herfelf at the Window a* 
much as fee pleafed, and every Day brought' 
her a Letter or Meflage from LatianUo. 

The unhappy Lover finding all his SolKci- 
tations hitherto fruitlefs, conceived a Defign 
of fending Romuh to intercede for him, hop- 
ing from a Form and Youth, fc engaging, 
and an Addrefs fo infinuating, to induce her 
to make fome Return to his ardent Paffion. 

Accordingly giving his Page the neceflary 
Inftru&ions, he ordered him immediately to 
go to the Houfe of Catella. 

- Poor Romuh received this Commiffion with 7 
z breaking Heart, and haftily quitting hir 
Matter's Prefence, ran to his good old Nurfe 
to acquaint her with this new Misfor- 
tune. 

Oh, 



Sbakfptat ' Jlfybattd. 20$ 

Oh ! Mother, cried he, throwing himfelf 
on her Neck, all drowned in Tears, I am.re- 
duced to the laft Diftrefs, Fortune not con- 
tented with the Mifery I indure in b^ing Wit- 
ness to the continual Sighs of my perjured 
Laitantio for Catelhy has ordered it fo, that 
I, tortured as I am with. Love arid Jealoufy, 
muft follicit this happy Rival to yielfl to the 
Addrefles of my Lover 5 was there ever, my 
dear Mother, a Deftiny fo cruel as mine ? If 
this hated Embafly fhould be curft with Sugceis* 
if I fhould indeed be fo wretched to gain my 
Rival fox Lattantioj there will be no other 
Remedy for my Woes but Death, for it is 
impofftble I fhould endure Life and behold my 
lAttantio in the Arms of another. 

Advife me, affift me, my de^r Mother, in 
this deplorable|Extremity. A1«J I hoped hf 
my Fidelity and Service^, tokayejlwdeniy- 
felf fo dear to LattanUo* that when, I difco- 
vered myfelf to him, the Greatnefs of my 
Love would induce him to tak$ Compaffion 
on me^ and reftpre rr*e to tfes Pofleffion. of 
tb^tHe^tthatwa^^nebeforeitwaBGtf/^iia'si 
b^thpwjifye I dece^vfd myfelf I rethinks, h$„ 
talks of nothing elfe but CattUav perjured. 
iVfofo ftie only is the ObjeoJ of hisWiffces,. 
and I ai$ utterly abandppcd. Unhappy ms> 
what fhall I do when my Falser comes hoine^, 
if he fhould difcoyer what I have done* will 
he not kill me with his pwivHandg ? certainly 
he will, for what can I fry in .Excufe for mjv 
i^f I Help me J oh help me ! nayde#r Motbeiv; 
tell me wlj#. I fkall .do, to^id^tJ^ery j 
with which I am threatened? ' ,- 

Pbi&tfm 
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PMQippa wai fo moved with the Tear* 
and Complaints of this her dear fofter Child; 
that for fome Time fee could do nothing hot 
weep. Recovering herfelf atlaft, youaikifiy 
Advice, my dear Daughter, faid fee, alas ! how 
often have I given it you in vain, when in 
difcourfing to me of your unhappy Love, I 
forefaw, and would have prevented the fatal 
Consequence of it ? 

Now then I befeech you pay more regard 
to my Council ; refume your own Drefs^ ami 
either remain with me or go back to the 
Monaftery, and I will take care your Adven- 
ture fliall never be known to your Father j 
'tis poffible he may return foon to EJi> and I 
would not for all the Wealth in the World he 
Jhould difcover you in this Drefe, the Confe- 
rence would be fatal to both you and me. 
• Quit then this dangerous Scheme, my dear 
NUuola^ you fee Lattantio is every Day more 
enamoured of Catella y and you labour iri 
tain to recal his Affection. Why will you 
hazard your Life and Honour in fo hopclefi 
an Enterprize ? AH the Reward you ran ex- 
pect for this unworthy Servitude is eternal In- 
famy both to yourfelf and Family. Nor is 
this all; your Father may perhaps facfifice 
your Life to the Honour of your Houfe, 
which he will think you have difgraced ; how 
mean, how unworthy is it for one of your 
Sex, your Birth and Education, to perfift in 
loving one who defpifes you ?* to fallow onie 
who flies from you? Ah, when I was of youf 
Age I was never guilty of fuch Weaknefs, I 

'■' was 
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Wf*$purfu<d,I did not purfae, I fcorncd others* 
bat was not fcorned myfelf: Collcflyour (cat* 
fered Reafon, my dear Daughter, quit ali 
Thoughts of this ungrateful Man, and place 
them on one more worthy your AfFe&ion. 
,; There are many noble . Youths > in this 
JEity who would efteem it a Happinefs to gain 
you. for a Wife ; but if your Adventure fliould 
be difcovered, depend upbnit,you would find it 
yer$ difficult to get aHufband; how are you 
ifffi.-Z^4tJ!frVhas. not already difcovered you* 
and> in Contempt of .your Weaknefc .means to 
take Ifome Opportunity of making you fub- 
feryicnt to his loofer Pleafures ?. Oh ! my JV7- 
>cf**fa% beware in Time, ftay here with me, 
and fhun all the Dangers which threaten your 
Innocence, your Reputation and your Lite.'* 

Nicuola lifterted attentively to her Nurfe** 
Difcourfe; and when (he had ended ay flood 
for feme Moments fixed in Thought, then 
fighing deeply " My dear Mother, (aid file, I 
acknowledge that your Advice is )uft and rea- 
fbnabie ; but, alas M am incapable of follow- 
ing it; fince I have done fo much, I will fee 
the End happen what will. - 
• . I will go to Catella, and perform my Com^ 
miffion, and fee whether I am able to prevail 
with her : Lattantk has yet had only general 
Anfwers from her; perhaps fhe may refufe 
him: God, who knows my Heart, knows 
that I only defire to poffefs Lattantio with Ho*- 
oaur : Providence* perhaps, will at length 
fevoun my blamelefs Paffion: In the m^aa 
time, I will call here every Day, and acquaint 

you 
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you with every thuw^hatiappcns to me \ 4*d 
if my Father ihouB come home fuddenly, >*•■ 
muft provide in the beft Manner we cask tot 
the Honour of our Houfe* it is, perhaps as 
great a Degree of Folly to, anticipate Evil Uy 
Apprehenuons, as to indulge one's Self if*a 
blind Security." 

Rjomuh then embracing the good old Wo- 
man, who, filently grieved at the Obftinaey 
file could not cure, went away, and arrived at 
CauMs Houfe juft as. her Father^ atteodwl 
by his Lackey, went out. if: /j 

Catella's Maid being at the Door* be in** 
formed Jier that he was feat by Latuinti* wjd* 
a Meflage to her Lady, and deured her t» 
procure him Admittance to hen 

The Girl, fhewing him into a ground Par- 
lour, ran up flairs to her M&refi, anoV out 
of Breath with Joy, cried, "Oh ! Madam^ 
Lattauiio has fent his beautiful Page, whom? 
you have fo often admired, to fpeak to you;" 

Where is he ? interrupted CafcJ/a imps-* 
tiently; and being told by. the Maid that fee 
had ventured to bring him into the Hou&» 
and that he was waiting for her in the P^ 
lour ; Catella with eager Hafteiflew to him, 
and entering the Room, was fo ailoniflied' 
with a nearer View of that miraculous Beauty • 
which had charmed her, at a Diftance, that 
for fome Moments (he doubted if fee was not 
in the Prefence«of an Angel. 

Romuloy making her a low Reverence, de- 
livered the Mefiage his Mafter had fent. 

Catelk 
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GateUa beard him wkh ^inconceivable De- 
light, not becaufe the Purport of his Words 
pleafed her, but the Sound of that enchanting 
Voice conveyed an uiuifual Trartfport to her 
Heart; loft in fitent Admiration, fhe flood 
contemplating the lovely Form before her,; 
while her foft Bofom heaved with, till then, 
unknown Defires; then breathing an ardent 
Sigh, and darting a Glance at him, Which bet- 
ter than the moft expreffive Words ex- 
ptaitted the tender Paffion which had taken a 
full and abfolute Poffeffion of her Soul : " Why, 
Oh loVely and too dangerous Youth, faid (he, 
Why do you hazard thus your Life by coming 
tomeonruchaBufinefs? Alas! if my Father 
flaould return and find you hare, the Confe- 
qucnce would be fatal both to you and me." - 

Romuhy who had well obferved her paffion- 
ate Looks, the Changes of her Colour, and 
thennterruptirig Sighs that made her Words al- 
moft unintelligible, rtas perfuaded fhe had 
entertained a Paffion ior him* and pleafed be- 
yond Meafure at this happy Accident, he af- 
fumed more Earneftnefs in his Looks and 
Voice. 

<* It is fit, Madam, {aid he, that a Servant 
fluakld in all Things obey the Will of his 
Mafter ; and dangerous as this Embaffy is; yet 
Jr -undertook it willingly at his Command, 
who has a Right to all my Obedience; fend 
me not away then I conjure you, Madam, 
without a favourable Anfwer; but have 

Compaffion 
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Gompaffion on my Mafftery who loves jeft 
wrth the moft ardent? Paffion imaginable." 

Caletta fuffered him a long Time to folicit 
her in this Manner, without making him any 
Anfwer; when at laft, feeing him about to leave 
her, and vanquiihed by the irrefiftible Forde of 
her Paffion: " Oh ! Heavens! cried the? in 
a languifhing Voioey what you defire of tifc, 
charming Youth, I cannot grant ; you your* 
felf make it impoflible: Alas! by what Ern 
chantment have you thus robbed me ofmyfelf?'. 

You divert yourfelf, Madam, at my Ejt- 
pence, replied Romulo ; lam no Enchanter, 
and have praftifed no Arts upon you ; all I 
want is to prevail upon you to let me carry 
my Mailer fome agreeable News, who- cannot 
Jive if you continue thus, inexorable $ (peak, 
Madam, will you allow me to give him 
Hopes that you will rdent ?" - *- • 

Cetella continuing filent, Romu/o> bowing 
with a discontented Air, moved towards the 
Door; when fhe, rouzed by that Action, 
and no longer able to reftrain herfelf, haftily 
fnatched his Hand, and lifting up her fine Eyes 
to Heaven, €C Oh ! cried (he, in a faultering 
Voice, to what am I reduced !" then fixing 
them with a paffionate Look on his Fate, 
«* No Man in the World but you, laid fh*, 
could have made me thus forget what I owe ftf 
myfelf $ I love you, charming Youth ; I car*- 
not live unlefs you return my Paffion ; 3eave 
a Servitude fo unworthy of you, and be the 
Lord of me and all I have: I affc not to know 

Sur Birth or Fortune ; mine can fupply the 
fad vantages of both) all I require of you is 

ta 
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Ipquit the Service of Laitantio^ whom I carfc 
never love, and from this Moment, will never 
give a favourable Glance to, and devote your- 
JeJf entirely to me," 

. Romulo 9 finding the Bufmefs would go on as 
he wiihed, after ibme further Difcourfe with 
QateUa 9 prom i fed her to be wholly guided by 
ber Will $ affuring her he would always raoi 
gratefully acknowledge the Honour and flap- 
pinefs to which fhe raifed him; but at the' 
lame Time earneftly entreated her to a£b with 
ail imaginable Caution in the Affair between 
them, to prevent its coming to the Know- 
ledge of Lattantio, who, if he difcovers my 
gpod Fortune, added he, ' will riot fail to fa- 
crifiqe me to his Revenge. 
. Catella promifing to follow his Advice im-; 
plicitly, Romulo killed her Hand with a re- 
spectful Tendernefs, affuring her he would 
fee. her very foQn again, and then went home, 
where he found his Mailer waiting for him 
\yith ^n anxious Impatience. - . « - • 

,JR,omulo then told him, " that he was 
obliged to wait a long Time before he could 
procure Admittance to Catella^ whom he 
found highly incenfed againft him, as well on 
Account of the fevere chiding (he had juft 
then iuffered from her Father for encouraging 
his Love, as. becaufe fhe had been informed • 
that lie had formerly loved a y dung Lady of 
tfcat .City very paifionately : I ufed my utmoft 
IJadevaours, added R&muh, to remove this Suf- * 
picion from her Mind, but all in vain ; and fhe 

difmiffed 



*. inewfeeyoumote."' ^ ' ;<tl - ^-^v.-** 
I > • . l hrttmnti* Wa*ext**m4y m&<z}WMs>kd 

♦ -News 5 he made Hie *P*ge repeat 1 fef er#>tma 
a* the Argument* he hidUkthtoCattlfrlkils 

. Favora-, aod afrm^ar<^ etltrca^ him tA'^c 
v anothfr OppoHimityof ^khi^ite 1ift:W%c 

Rnnulo promifed td do all that; Wl&fcis 
Bower for him: The fcext Day ifh^difecm- 
teftted LatUmtio palling throngh the 'Sfr^ct 
where' his Miftreft lived, rn hobefe bf feeing 
her, &**&, Who was at fc^ Wiha^ } no 

* tamer efpied *iim ftandf rig opftefite Ito *i ti tban 

• darting a dreadful FroWn at him, ,ftii haffily 
withdrew, leaving him dverWhelrheif 'WJth 
Grief at this Gonftrmatiori of his MisfbrttiifW. 

The unhappy Lover Teturhed^ltd his Houfe, 
end ihuttinghimfrff up in h^ Chamber Whh 
Rimuhi began to lament his uhfiSituhitfeOtf* 
v tiny ; arid toeing <gt?eatly rncfrtified at (he con- 
temptuous Treatment he received' frddf Gtriel- 
la 9 he broke into Inve&iyes and Reproaches 
againftherv 

Romtlo feeing ftfc Mafter mbvetl* as . Jitf %- 
fired, began to feafcn on the fentaftid El^Jh 
of Love, arid putfuing ftfe Difcourffe, <* Htfw 
often does it happen, (aid he, that a Mafnlte- 
cbmes violently ;eti«rnou*ed #ith a Lady who 
repays his Paffimi with IndHRfrence and JEfaf- 
dain; and, ^hite'tie cohfurncs away in fabric- 
left Wifhes for 'htfr, ftfltte unhappy FafrMdtn 
langui&es in Secret for hirh/ > 
i Your 



. <c Your Ot4«rvatian i? very jdr f returned 
LattanttO) ana the fame Thing has happened 
to myfelf : Some Months ago I was beloved 
by one of the mpft beautiful Virgins tn this 
City^ who was lately come from K&nu\ I per- 
ceived her Paffion, and I returned it with the 
moft ardent Aflfe&ton ; but ibe left die City, 
and I could not difcover to what Place fhc was 
gone. 

" tn the mean time I happened to fee this 
haughty Beauty, whofe Charms took fbabfo* 
lute Poflcffion of my Heart, that all Remem- 
brance of the, other was totally erafed. 

■ , •« The Fair-one I had abandoned returned to 
£ji y and by Letters expostulated with me on 
my Infidelity, and tenderly endeavoured to 
recal my Affe&ion ; but I was fo wholly en- 
grofled by mf Paffion for the ungrateful Ca- 
tejla, that Itfiever took any Notice of her re- 
peated Complaints." 

" Ah ! ray Lord, replied Rornulo^ Love 
has well revenged your Injuries to Love j Ca- 
tella by her Difdain of you repays without de- 
signing it your Infidelity to orte who gave you - 
her Heart without Referve; and it is poffible 
the unhappy Maid you have abandoned waftes 
her Days in fruitless WiQies* and loves you 
(till though hopelefe of ever being beloved 
again." 

" I know not that, faid Lati#ntio y but it is 
certain I did once love her with a moft ardent 
^ffedtion, for (he was beautiful zs an Angel ; 
and Catella, (ah ! how Cruelty has altered her ) 
Catella compared to her is all Deformity ; to 
fay the Truths added Lattantto* looking rixed- 
Vol.L L lr 
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Hk&fRmuIe, thy Fad his ft* ft^otig i !&--, 

fotoetfctflg tatter tftVR flifc? : Bbt'^fty Sb' ftfti? ' 
triflo? L*tfcf^kag«ft rf'^ife »<$!£' 
wkrnn in (fJk'd tff-itiywlf r'cawftdfc DaMln frouV* 
my Thoughts : Tell me, Romulo, haft tf$&. 
CtbWg*<itk>*&*b ttlicK her ! #^ttfajf£ ;£h ( 
nif Acc&imt ?* ■ * ■■:;Wi •:*;*• 

*»***! :<to rfl I da* «Ty«i f ' te8Bk$ij& ki 
mnh 5 and tfo**h I ini ft*e 6P ^tf&in^ tf* 
tfc* Arwi^t, I v^ri^ret#rA *> Wt *Mti add ' 

pteadforyoa.* v j /•' 

. • . :■.>'* ...<-*' ■" .v * • 

•But !r«Pe v#* araft qitfrfdr* * *Wrfe ft% W r 
fafcfcful Love* and h* dflgtfHea fffiflSS^tfj'* 
relate v^iarha^pdr^ (to >ia»tfie IBitf- Bro- 
ther of Nicuola. * . : V " ; u :i ^ . 

Hia Matter, thteG^/fe^, having tAifntd' alt v 
thejictoM^veabtes* he had got a? the fatten^ r * 
c* Rom* iattf Money* prefpfch^tto leave 1 J^-W 
pfo r and r«ufn tfohfe o\frri Cc-uriWy V ^hen He\ ; 
wasfuddenly feiated with a vfeletlt Fe^er, o^ 
which he died in a few Days; having by his 
Will left Paol*\Mt of ail h!tf We^Kfi ^ 

Thclbrtimate FtoU* noWfrfce, aWWP(if- ! 
feffion of a large Fortune, having caufed v tl&'* ] 
Patron! to be honourably interim?, fbdlc ffeft : 
ior Rome; and the¥e enquiring for his^athery' ' 
was told, -he was gone to\£)£, whither he alfo^ 

But ihftead of going direfily tb*hfe Father*^' 
Houfe, be alighted at an Mn> and leaving his 

Bag|*%e A ; 
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Baggage to the C^re of his Servants arid his ; 
Ho#, he i^ent out alone, and took his Wajr l r 
to th^ Street where,his Father lived; happen*! j 
ing to, p^fs by tlif Houfe of Gtr&rd* Lanzcttii . f 
Catella bqiqg as jifual, at her Window* wlpied r 
him, and fuppofing him to. .be Rorrmla, was f 
greatly iurpri$ed at his walking on without 
taking $ny Notice of her. . ? x 

Her Father jiot being at home, (he ordered" > 
her Maid to run after htm and tell him ftede* 
fired^to. ip^ak with him : The Girl did as* fhe 
w$|s dfce&ed ; ' ; aod ovmakinfciW** ■*« Sir, faii 
ihe^ ,cpriis/ back immedi^dy y*&y Lady ex* 
pe^teyotf/' ^ 

Patio* by this Requeft, ai!id the Girl's fa* 
miliar M3nn*r/>£ accoftmg him, fuppofed fie 
wasmii^^en ;for ; .a|i6dierr€riQn, andrefolved 
"withjp htmfelf to foe who^this Lady was 7 and 
beginning to fo jpe£t that ihe was fome Carte- 
za*£;< ^ IwUl fee the End of this Adventure, 
thought he* and: try mv Fortune ; but the La-- 
dy ]w$ qe deceived if the think* to get much 
Money from me* I will give her but half .z 
Crown at the moft." 

At the T^me Moment that-P^rifo, condu<fted 
by the Maid, arrived at the Door of the 
nyxkfjQtrardo appeared at the Head of the 1 
Street; The Girl feeing him* turned haltily 
to jPsolo) "Qhi.Sir, faid -{he, there is my 
Matter yonder j. >valk hereabout, he will not * 
flay long, when he goes out again I will coma 
and let you know. " ; 

Pfiolo accordingly went away, \m ing £rft ; 
taken good Notice; of the Houfe that he might 
know U again. 

L 2 t:v* 



The Girl; 'as foonafc he vvas jjine, fari hi 
and (hut the Door, without bemg petfdSVM 
by Gerardoy who, walking leifutcly^ J as old 
Men do, gave her'Time enough ; iitSt^t*- 
riving at his Houfe, knocked it theI>otir£$rJi 
Wafe let in by theGk], highly plea*eU tts^Tik 
had not discovered her, ' ; *'; TSi * 

P<w&, who ftaid at a little DHfante^tootf- 
ferve theold Man, had a Glimpfe of Oat'eUa^ 
who was ftinding at a Wihdow, and '<f§s 
charmed- to a Degree of Rapture* wi^^Wr 
•Beauty. " }. : * . 

His Thoughts being now WhcJly 'tngroffeS 
*y this fair Unknown, he waHted penfiVefv^ 
to his Father's Houfe, and feeing the WlhASw* 
fliut, he enquired of a Shopkeeper where Am- 
■br$po Nimrti lived, who tbkHltm fte had' not 
•been feen in Efi for ieveral Mbntfts pfcff?^** 
Ki Pack then returned to his Inn, Iarij|ui&&g 
with an eager Defire to fee again the ¥ am-otie 
Shat had charmed him: But doubting Jeft 
'there-might be fome Danger in* the Adventure, 
he refoWed to take orte of his Servants wMi 
him when he went to fee her agartt. v -•'-[' ' f 
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• ' In the rneah time Ambrngia returned & his 
^eh related, ^aind Ge+ardb going out # his 
Houfe rnet him ; and after he had Wekorhejl 

- Mm to Efi^ added, " Afnbrifgh^ you ar£c6i$e 
in good Time, for Tarn weary ofDeWys, a$d 

t afti determined to know at once WRethe^ y<hi 

will give me your Daughter or no? ,r v - H ' 

" : - Ybu fee, - anfwered' Atnbrogh^ tMt 1 c &n 

- buyiifrkrrivpd j we Ihalihave teifute&ibMh 
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to talk of this Affair when I have a little rc- 
£9vcred the Fatigue of my Journey*" 
« WJiile the two old Men Ayere talking in thif 
Manner, Ambrogio on Horfeback, Gerar&.Qja 
foot, Rytquby who was going to Catella y erjr 
|$red *he,Strect, and feeing her Father returned* 
san away terrified almoft otit of her Senfe^ 
^nd weM to her Nurfe's Houfe. 

v.; " Oh> nay dear Mamma, faid ibe* out qf 
Jkeatb with Fcpr and Hafte, my Father is 
^<pn^bapk,i what fjbalUda i" t ? 

" 1 will go to him, repied Philippa, arid jri 
$he,. msyv Time do you put on. yt>ur own 

^loatbs, and do not iftir from hence till my 
eturn/' ... ., v •'•..-; 

Jtffatirbfa now no longer ^onmjo^ having 
,j^um<^ her own Dreis, Philips went to 
^J^ragio^ who h^d juft dismounted and was 
^^texjng h^ Houfe. 

^v. .; The; old Won^an faluted him with achea^ 
itllpountenance, expremng great Joy at hjs 
r <$te Return: Ambroglo having thanked her, 
enquired for his Daughter. 

"I faw her this very Morning, faid the 

gffpod Nurfe, r and ftaid a great while with her 

r iu the Conveipt.: How.t^e dc^ir Child, T will be 

^jtonfported to hear of your Arrival \,\ had her 

j&ecyieiitly at my Houfe during your Abfence, 

\ ifametimes ;fhe has ftaid with me fQur or five 

j JDaya. together : Truly £^ is a fine Girl, and 

worries admirably ^11 with J^er Needle : With 

your leave, Sir, added flie, I will go to the 

^£oj*vent, anjl inform her of your Return, « and 

pury her to my Houfe, where (hie may ftay a 
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few Days till ypur's is put in order to. receive 
•her.*"' ' ' ' : "' "'■ 

jfmbrogio confenting, the old Wpman took 
tier Leave ; but before (he went borne, . ihe 
^iled at the Convent to fettle Matters with 
lifter Camilla^ who beipg a pexfe£l Miff reft of 
Intrigue, (he affured PhiKppa that Nicuota's 
Abfence from the Convent fhduld do fyer no 
Hurr 5 for (he would pundually follQW a)l her 
Directions. 

PhiUpfa r very well fatisfied with her Suc- 
**efs, returned home, where Nicuola lia^atkgt- 
lyexpe£fced herj (he defired her : to £ornp£fe 
herfelf for all was now fafe y and then related 
diftin&ly ail that had pafled, and to)cf her|he 
was at Liberty to go home the next J^ay to . 
htr Father^ or to' flay with' her fpi^fome 
Days 5 Ntfuota chqfe the latter £ axi3.,qffig 
now freed from her t o r ^^ri n g^^g*§g 1- 
fions of being difcovered to "''"he'r^a&p^, the 
cave a Loofe to her 6rief oil "Lattantop's Ac- 
count 5 her Paflion feemed to gather {lew lure 
from the Difficulties which oppoted 'it, ah<f fh€ 
refolved to accomplifh her Deljres'or ^ ^ 
Philippa combated thefeThoM^^Vijft^B 
' the Resfpri fee was Miff refs ofj"?r^w,i^4 r " 
' giirrit.its from her Defj&ir to induce Jjer, to 
Forget LattanhQ: iC Ypu may be'naw'dgn- 
vinced, faid (he, that Latidraio loves Cairtla 
with inexpreffibie Ardour, and wjll never tmnk 
of any other Woman, and in a " jhort Time 
lio Doubt wilj *& he/ jrf hif FatHer in ^fer- 
riage/V '. ^ " " *■."'*■ ;/" '" ^"^ 

:;,.,:.- ;; v:;r ::;.:-"'.:. '^« 



" ^ Ah ! this )s what I dread, replied ^f^c- 
f ia } weeping j Oh J ipitefuj Fortune! my Fa^ 
ther's fudaen ELetuj-n has broke all my E)e- 
/ fign; I ha$ conceived fjope> pad with lUa- 
, fpn to o+ of putting LaUantlo u)tp fuf h "'^f- 
grace yn\}\Gaulla that'fl^e would {boner cop- 
.Tent to many a Moor than bim$ but piy fa- 
ther's unlucky Return has ruined me." 

*** Ruined you ! interrupted PhiUppa y iky 
rather thajt his Return bas preferved you from 
J\#in } ^ it be true what you have told me 
concerning Catel/a's pondneis for yoy ? I fqre- 
fee nothing but Shame and Mifery can attend 
v i^ie Prpfecution of your pefig^is : 'Had ypu 
4 gone b^pk to her fg^in, tjbe flumelefe Wal- 
ton would by fome Means or other,, have cer- 
\ jtaihJ^4KCP v ere(J ypiH* Sefvipd t^e G^nfe- 

* fluence woftldlie eternal infamy tp yotij $ace 
i ^Jiiff p^ r^^Jed be^lf voi^ lyas the Strumjpet 

- i9 bejievc yjpu fotoo/ ? 

;. > 4 Tljat^e Should bejleye me the Miftr^fe 

' df Jjtfontw, feplied ffic^ofa t U whaf; my 

* Wi&es fjlmed at j yet tbjs could i)o$ jiaye hl^rt 
, " rn^y tJhara&er ; for though flie difcqver^J my 



^SeiCj {he^ Joiowi^k ,my 

"^Naflfie and Family r and Laftantlq w<pul<£ ftaye 
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^ tppeared fq" treacherous a^id ung/a^/uV tp i^r, 
r ro^ Ae ?irouId iicv$r aga^p Jt^ve epdured'W|ii 
;ix|berj5i^t.'* "' ; ; ;;". ",./,' ,„;, 




If it be the WiH of God that Caulk fhouH be 
ti>e Wife of LntUtntfo^ all your Artifices to 
, prevent this Union will befrtfitlefs : Quit^his 
Jtapelefs Enterprise then, and attend to yoftr 
i^ali Happineis ; you are young, beautiful arid 
rich j your Brother Paoio^ poor Youth! is 
certainly dead, or elfe, in all this Time, we 
(hauld batfe badfome Accounts of him; by 
&s Death (God reft his Soul) if yoiroehave 
well; you will inherit your Father's whole 
£#ate^ *rith~ this blooming Youth, this beau* 
tjful ^Peribn,; -and thefe great > Riches, do you 
imagine you can want the Addrefles of many 
#o^ Youthi, among whom you may fix 
upon one more laireJy than LpttantU*? f - 

.. While Pftilippa.znA Niiutfa wafted thfc 
Time in thefe Kinds of Difojurfes, Pmib de- 
ployed his in walking before the.Wifiddws^/ 
GauII* in Hopes of feeing her again ; and Lat- 
frntiQt who ftaid at home impatiently, exl- 
pe^tirfg th6 Return of his Page, faw the Night 
approachirig with great Surprize, not know- 
ing to what Caufe he fhould attribute his long 
Sup - , ' rj'.h 

;He pafled the whole Night m tbemoft to/- 
fwiiung Sufpence, fearing fbme * Misforturte 
had happened to the Youth whom he tenderly 
loved «n Account of his Fidelity, the Sweet- 
nefs of bis Manners* and the exa& Attention 
,with which he waited on him : Nor was Ca- 
ttlla free from a reftlefs Inquietude jihe 
loycfcjtsmuti with extueme Ardour, and wi&ed 
for nothing fo much as to be united tp fcim&r 
- tver*: •■:■?! ■'•■:/. *- ;:J£g 

: ^ . . ; •• ^' A Nicuola, 
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n Ni&nlfi* whofe ardent Paflton rendened hit 
el0P|pi^)e of taflwg thfe fcft Blcffinp of Sleep* 
ifypfittfe >jNtght in fighing andtalkthg of £/#- 
j&*#^ ;tQ bee N«*fe* whom fee Would not fufftr 
•to take a#y more Repofe than herfelf. ■ - n 

,v ; The Morning now approached^ and Lot- 
?J*mtw no% feeing Remulo appcir* rofe in jmdt 
g^Hatlon of Mind* and went about the Town 
.-feeding him, and enquiring of every orie 
k sltrhom he thought could give him any InteJK- 
^ehse^ofhim* ; 

zr While he was thus employed* a Shopkeeper 

who hadJiftenecbto*the Defcription he gavedf 
, the Perfon and Drefs of his loft Pag^, in- 
1 4prmed htm that he faw ftidr a Youth go into 

^Houfeof an old Womaw^ named Philip^ 
^#>/vrborli#ed near the great Ghur<ph. "■] 
-Vv £&tentio* thanking the Man for bts hi- 
w ^rmafipn, aqeepted Kb Offer of fhewing hifh 
^he Houfe j and knocking at the Doofry Pt&- 
-/r/^a opened a Window, and afked him What 
^i?w*i?ted i .^ Good Woihan, .iaid &rt/&fc//V, 
1 ..With your Leave, I fhould be glad tofpeufcten 
.»\Fp*ld*nto**you. v : *>Dh ! ; *a hundred, irepiifcd 
, fPM$pp<ii r *wb0 feiew htm, aiiAwasalnioft'dit 
. ftf Ja!ec: Wits with Surprise arid ^oy$ theA 
.ciofing the WindoWvflhe uM Numk wh6 
^was feelowv aod ran ^ownAaftijfy^to let him in. 
\ > . .Ltttentio entering the Honfe, was Seated by 
. *he good Woman in a Place •Wher#M/tt«& 
: caii Id hear ,and fee all that paffed ; L&ttanti$ 
; then.oykidg^ie^c. tafit-neanhini, thus bet 
; gan: " My * good Woman, it may appear 
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ftrange to you that 1^ who have Tjwe? )4Bft 
you any Favour oj: Kindnefc, (bould cgme.j|o 
demand both of you; however, I depend fb 

> luuch^upQfBk yaur good Seafe^nd %n^wl*nce, 

: jfor y>*ic£ you are iff v:$iy high Eltef in, \thjifol 
;vt Ml /Wy require a Favour of y<^ a^do**l?t 

j( not hut t* be obliged \>y your Qompfiancti: 
Without more Ceremony tnen, tell me, I tfir 
feech you, for. what Caufe 9 young Bey$? W P 
moit beauttfui fierfen, dmft in white, Wkh a 
sgold Taffcl on his Cap, came and fecj?^ 
iumfelf yefterday in your Houfei as { amin- 
formed. Yon mu$ know, n^y good P W*#* , 
that this Boy is my Page, for whom I hsMka 

. great Affedipn, which he deferves on Account 
ofahe Readings and Fidelity with whi^b he 
has .always obeyed my Commands : I fentitifo 
abroad yefterday on feme particular Bufinefc, 
#udl have never itet% him fince; and benis 
told, as* I faid befpre, that he came bene* J 
am come to deftre you w4U reftore him fiyrnte 
again, or tell me at Jeaft for Vvhat Caufe be has 

>* My Son,v replied the old Woman, I thaftk 
you ibr your good Opinion of me, a^d for 
hay»»g deigned -to honour my poor HaWtia- 
•tkm with your Pre fence, an Honour, whiin 
indeed I have for fome< time ardently wjfted 
ior, having feme particular Bufineis to d&- 
oourfe j with you upon $ and fince you h*ve 
beenpleafed <to giveme: this Opportunity, J 
willhiakeUfe of it: But firft as to the Ques- 
tion you afked me concerning your Page ; I do 
^uxe yoi* I caagivcycki no Account of him; 

" . . v there 
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tffcfre U no Boy in my Houfei nor have I feeh 
tfach ajj one 3$ you dpfcjibe any where her6- 
^bduts," , 

- *«< yoq (xifpeA pprbaps, interrupted JLattan- 
i|% that I tnteijd to j&^ftifc niy Page fer no* 
gaming $oflie |a&Nij*nf * b#t upon my tio- 
rj&dtir I have no fujch. pefjgn j therejpre op tfgf. 
^nceal 4eTrutli, but tell me for what Re$? 
*€6n he ftaid spyay ?" 

* ^ Upon the FaiOj pf a Chnftian, f#d;P*?- 
*j^ft**i neft%r Man pr Boy wa$ in this tjoufc 
~$%H»frdkyi sind I -am forty I cannot an fwer 
.y^ir Demand ; J would ! do ft Very ^HHrigly 
*>tf Iwas ablW" " •■ * ' " ■"' 

A Laihtnfiq here brfeathing a dcepSigjh, i"Pfe*- 
#jff/># looked earneftly on him$ " Thefe ar- 
<3ftat Sighs, faud (he, and this reftlefs Anxiety 
sjfrii- Actount of your Page, might pcrfuadie 
laajr oiher Perfon that you loved hini too we)F$ 
sfetttF hav£ oft&n heard that you loved a very 
^beautiful young Lady, fo that I cannot eafily 
bejieye ypu tp be an Enemy ,tp Wontem" 

<< Would to Heaven, replied Lattanth^ 
sjaffiokatejy, that I did not love, I fhbulcf be 
^]fe f fcapp!eft Man in the World : Yes.,' my 
^cA^Philippayya^x have been truly infprmed; 
*fhere is a young Lady in this City whom 4 
UoVfe more than my own Soul :" Theft Words 
4*4 accompanied with <a profound Sigh; Teans 
^kt the fame Time felling faft from his Eyes, 
WtWrthftanding all his Endeavours to reftrain 
them. 
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I PbiUppa feeiftg him fo foftened, Ukougjit 

fhe had now an Opportunity to (peak more 

iiilly to him : " I know weft, my Son* fakl 

flic, in a fcothing Accent* that an unfortunate 

r&over i$ the moft unhappy Being in the World; 

Up Grief is equal to that of loving, withott 

being beloved again ; this, is your Cafe^and 

my Soul melts with Compaffion for you/'; . n 

; " {low do you know this fo certainty? inr 

terrupted Lattantio? rouzed to Attention by 

her Words. : :v< Is A 

, : . .«* Enquire not how I cam* to know it^fBfc- 

plied (he, it is fufficient that I do know you 

Ipve and are not beloved; and forne Mofiika 

ago you loved a Lady more beautiful tb^n 

your prefent Miftrefs, who returned your EaF- 

lion with equal Warmth > new atl this, very 

Moment I arn convinced fhelahguifhcs aod 

-dies for you , un grateful as you are* : and ydu 

no longer preferve the leaft Remernbradce 

of her." - 

** I know not that, anfwered, Lsttautia, 
though you may perhaps, for me thinks you 
are perfe&ly welt acquainted with my Affairs 5 
^ tell me then, I befeech you, by Mjat.Meafns 
you know the Lady I love at prefer* 1 beftaws 
her Affection on another ?' 

"I do not think, it neceffary to anfwer that 
Queftion, replied Pbilifpa, and you muft 
pardon me if I tell you that you are juftly 
p unifhed by the Difdain of one Lady for your 
Infidelity and Ingratitude to the other j - and 
happy will if: be/fir you if yourRaruibmisflt 
J^psjiere:" 

"Ak! 



' " Ah,! poor Nkuola 9 added ihe, railing 
i&fr Voice, lovely and unfortunate IVRud! 

what hall thou not done to recall die Afte&ion 

1 of this unfaithful Man ? but all in vain ; whiJe 
rhe, iafenfible of thy Charms, and urfmdveU 
; by thofo Proofs of unalterable AfFe^on whidi 

tbou haft given him ; follows file haughty G&- 
Lteila with a rejected Ix>ve, , and meanly fues 

to one who hates and defpifes him/' 
-. - The Youth* loft in Amazement at hearing 
•^alltherfe Particulars from one whom he thought 
had been an abfolute Stranger to him, gazed on 
-kerjn Silence, not knowing what to anfWer. 
i While Nicuola ftood trembling in her Gon- 
t cealment, her Heart beating with anxious Ex- 
^pe£tation, Fear and Hope taking Pofleffion of 
Tier Soul by Turns,- Phiiitpa expecting Lqh 
^tantieW Reply, continued iilent; and he rc- 
'xoverihg a little from his Surprize" and Con- 
iiiifion* beholding her with an earneft Look 
rthus fpoke : t J 

"Since you are fo well acquainted wifh 
./^jr -Affairs, Philip^ \ will fpeak freely and 
^at larget6 you." 

r M ?Tis true, I was once enamoured of 

Jfftiwla Nami, and I have fome fteafon to 

* think Che had aifo an Affe&ion for me. She 

left this City with her Father, andTcould tie- 

ver difcover to what Place (he went, arid in 

the mean Time I fawthis fair Devil CattUa 9 

the Daughter of Gtrardo Lanzetti< t whom I 

have loved paffionately ever fince j for fome 

-Time flie received my Addrefles favourabfy,but 

j within thefe few Days her Behaviour has been 

who% 



Wholfy cjjarjgedi t fent my Page tojli^r 
with 1 aMeffage Yeffcrday, but he never #- 
turned to bring me ari AnfWer, (b 1 have 'at 
once loft all rfopes of gaining tTieCMdft Sf 
fey Aiffe^iofls, and amabarWone^bya'Seif- 
Srant for whom I had a great EAeeiri.^-J; l || 

« c Had he returned, and informed tjieflujfc 
|he was refo^ved to perfevere in her urytiffc frir- 
'daifl, I ifroxAA have Endeavoured tp fc^i^t% 
my Paffiori, and dlfpbre myfelf tti lovp acme 
to whom my Services would be mort acce^EaJ. 
We; for indeed I airi convinced it \£ a jjreft 
Degree of Madnefs tt> follow dne WKd fits 
from me, and to love a Woman Vfho nti- 
fblved hevef to return my Paffiori." f ° 

" ■■■ -' _ ' ; - '/' •-; *'•-«? 

** I am glad you are gfown fo reafohable, mr 
Son, faid the good Wouian, but pray aftfVpr 
me truly to one Queftion: p Ntkuofayyyhpfy 
you once loved, (hould continue IHH ifofovg 
Jrou* in fpite of your Infidelity, with a mott 
ardenf Affection, what would flit defme 
frofri you?" " ; : "; l;r ' v " ' : * L 

"Truly Philippe, reified Taftaritfyiti thtffc 
Cafe file deferves that I ftyould love hjer more 



irig her for a Perfon far lefs amiable th£h herr 
fel? ? tut in never returning any Arifw'er i$ 
inany Letters which {he f&t rhe ; fo thki J 
Tnuft appear to her the 'm 6ft ungrateful* Sf 
Mankind;" '" v ' ' ;;i - ,J> 

1 " Notwithftanding all tKisi replied Pfiitifyfy 
file loves you ftill, loves *you whSh'afrt uri&afcieA 
V Conftancy, 



£pnJ5bncy ; and ofioa in Confidence has i& 
2eclire4 to me, that ike not oi^y Aid lews 
-yo^. with as much Violence a* eyec, but* wouki 
. continue io do fo while ilie lived. v . ', 

*"\ ^ OW k cannot be, interrupted LattantUyk 
is impoffible, why fhould you endeavour to 
^deceive mei* 

: . .-"/& I do not deceive you, replied PMUppa^ 
xan give you convincing Proofs of what j 
jfay, Nkuolalovcs you more than evo; far 
"pou (he for look her Father^ Houfe, /or you 
ip' forgot the Delicacy of her Sex, the Riches 
ie was born to, and the Rank {he held in 
ile 9 and fubmitted to do you all the Offices 
fa menial Servant. Nay, be not aftonifhed, 
purfued flie, for all this the lovely and too 

* Jpviog Nicuda did for you >y tell me.thfn, if 
.Jinakfe it appear plainly ihatihe has done this, 
o^batdoes (he deferve ?" i v " 
-.I'v-V You tell me Wonders, replied Lattantiv 7 

i^hings w^iich furpafs Belief, yet if they afl^ 
s jftOe, y^rithottt doubt Nicuola merits all rnjr 
Xove, which I can fhew4io other Way than 

hy< Jbeing hers for ever/' 

, ItyuJtfpa having brought him to the Point 
jKe^icficed, r#fe up haftily, and bid the tren>- 
bJing Maid, who had heard all that patted, 
drefe herfeli" immediately in her Boy's Cloathss 

* which being done, flie led her into the Room 
-where* X? itantio was \' her' Face all covered 
with Blufhes, and her fine Eyes bent pn d$e 

* Ground in a Tweet ConfufiOn* ' 

;.*f Behold, faid Bkiliffa* pr$fentf ng her to 

t?attanna % behold your Nicuoia, behold yo^r 

• .., ' . * ' Romuk, 



l 



igz SbaktfptarBkJiratt& 

Rami*, your io much dcliced -Pagei ■ fhi*H 

ihciwho defpiied the .whole World lot, your 

Sake, and with the utnioft Hazard ofchenLifc 

and Honour waited on y©u NighbandiDat-^ c 

. £attantio 9 lo& in Aftonifhment atrxsdxaftfe 

heard and faw, continued ulenf andiimnireaU£ 

"in. his Chair, hts Eyes fixed, on the. bltifiiirrg 5 

Maid, who not being able to meet r his 

Looks, hid her averted Fate withjone c£ her 

;Hands, white Fhilhppa related her whole 

Story. . . .•*■.. !■•..'" <:: . ,r -.ii ra 

iC Is it poffible I cried L^tanfro^receamng 
.from his Amazement, caniV;Vz^A7:haye^dcme 
fa much for me? Oh ! I fhouid be the moft 
ungrateful, the risoft deteflable of all huoun 
Beings, if I.couldbe mfennbieia fachmateh* 
kfs Tendernefs and Truth : I will iot wife 
Time in needlefe Excufes for mypaft Ea&ltf, 
ftid he, rifing, and approach ing Nictrtfa ?bm 
if k be true, that you Jove r and pardon *rae;i 
from this Moment I vow to be only your'*/ 
and will, make youjnyWife. whiencver -yoiil 
pleafe?' * : . ™ r~4\*»-\i'. .<**&* 

Wicuohj who now faw herfeH^arrivfiid to 
die Summit of all her Wtfhes^ could haidly 
contain the fweliing Traniport ; vanri turning? 
. her fine Eyes QXkLattantio, big with unuttera-. 
bk Joy ami Love* fhe helji out ? her » Hand J» 
him, wjiichhe received and kill'ed paflkutate- 

- " My Xord,, feid ifhej receive my Faith,; 
which I Jjiowrgive you^ whh an Aflbrance thac 
^jpotir Will irom bencrforwaiJd fliall be alwaj& 
niinet and thata^e Name and Quality of 
^K " Wift 
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Wife Shall not hinder me from continuing, 
ftill to be the moft obedient of your Servants-"'* 
Lattamio then taking a Diamond from his 
bwnFinger put it on her's,and in the Prefencet 
t&Philippa folemnly contracted himfdf taher. 
That done, he defired her to change her Dreftr 
immediately and go home with PbiUppato her 
Father'*, whither he intended fhortly to fol- 
low them and demand her of Amhrogio for his 
Wife 

In the mean Time Paoh % full of a reftlefs In* 
quietude, left his Inn as foon as he had dined, 
and returned to the Street where CateUa lived* 
and ftanding before her Windows, he anxioufly 
waited for another View of that fprightly Fair* 
one, whofe Charms had already taken an ab- 
folute Poffeffion of his Heart. 

f CateUa^ who longed as impatiently to let 
again the lovely Page, no fooncr fpied Paolm 
(landing in the Street and gazing, up at the 
Window, than fuppoiing him to be Ronm/v? 
file haftily called her Maid, « Vonder is Rb+ 
muJoy faid (he, waiting for Admittance, go 
and let him in ; my Father is now abroad, I 
can &e him with Safety." 

vThe Girl obeyed her Orders; and CateUa 
naming xbwn Stairs with eager Hafte met 
Paolo as he entered, and taking him with her 
into a Room, 4 * Oh Romulo! Oh my Love! 
faid fhe, how tedious has the Time appeared 
fince I faw you laft ! and Oh ! how long are 
you in taking Refolutions ! but I will not part 
with you now, continued fee, throwing her 
Arms about his Neck, and reclining heir Facet 
on his Shoulder, with a languifemg SweetnenV 

No, 



No, my lovely Youth, I will not p«tft r ^^li 

you till you have told me whether I anj tofive 
or die ; for if you will not be mine, certainly 
Life will be infupportable to mc. ,) '' • • ~ L 

Live, charming Maid, (aid the transited 
Paolo* prefling her %o his Breaft with irice#- 
ceivable Ardour, live and difpofe of the JJefit" 
ny of your Romulo" 

At this Moment Gtrardo> finding his tk*h 
open, walked in foftly, aud hearing a* flrarig; 
Voice in the Parlour, he entered^rec^it^e^*. 

' At the Sight of a Man with his Daj^hter^ V 
was going to give Vent to > Ragfe ^ "' 
might have had fatal Effects, Sad it not \ 
Jfuddeniy ^allayed bv a Sigfot of iW?'* f 
which was fo like Nicuola s that he imaitf 
]y concluded it was that feir Ma|d dreft ; 
#abit of a Boy ; fofteft whir t&s £elti^ r 
approached the Loyers, and tajcine J*<^^| 
the H?ndr £ Nmtia* faid hev it h :$&i$ f £ 
art not what thou feem'ft to be, c*fyer)in^ * 
fhould make feoth thee arid Gattya repefit ttts 
Familiarity ; M * then tiimira to his J5ai^htief, 

* he bid her go up to her Chamber anji l#rye 
Mcmkf wUh hi**, « for 1$ t$A& "dip' oty 
Man, failing, am fitter Company for her thap 
you." " >'T " ' ''"^ 

CW/<7 obeyed and left the Room, m$ch 
Wondering at h^r Father's Moderation, and ft 
iiis catting the Youth NicHola $ but b^ing well 
pleaied that ^he had efcaped <fo daftly, fh§ $* 

I" iqhred patiently to wajf trie Event. - ; 

Paolo s on the otijer Hand, wa&fulj of un* 

•afy Cop&tfioty pof .Juo^ying bo^ ^ ^ 

Man 




M*n would behave to him, feeing that he 
took him fpr his Sifter. 

" My dear Nicuoia^ faid Gerardo, why are 
you thus aifguifed? How comes it that Am- 
Jftogio? yqur Father, fuffers you to go about 
atone in this Manner ? Tell me the*' 'Truth ; 
wharwas the Caufe of your coining hither:? 
Did you want to fee what Sort of a Houfe I 

* keep, and in what State I live ? I fpoke to your 
Father two Days ago about giving you td me 
jfor a tytitti and I have infrfted upon knowing 
^^efplutipn (bon 1 I allure ydu, vpu wHl be 
^ry.hapfw !ft having me for a Hufband ; ydu 
i^aligoveiitmy Houfe, and command me ki 
^ 5^ng« ;; Why art thou f&st&ymyNkuola? 
Spe^c, and tell me- tby Mindi*' ' - 

: ; v ^Pfae ©Id' Mfcty at j*e firiilhing thcfeWbrds, 
Jtnade w Offer ot iiffing toe ftippofed /&- 
^^j^fjio puffiing^^)^ rdugWy» Aid, 
^F^bear tiis Freedom, fyeak 1o my jfrtfar, 
^rj^ s fuffer ms to, depart ; I came4iere% mete 
lAccident, apd without any tJcfignu?' / v ' 

* , t \f*>:% will let you go fiflce you wM kaveit 
' ic^i^^&er^ttrdof^xvi wMl fee your Father pre- 
- gently, and finifh this Afetr^* -•• . '•-'*•"■ 

I ; Pjoplo accordingly ieft him* and went to Ms 
Tathfr, whe* x ba4 jqft given, his Confent th& 
Laitantio (hould marry his Daughter, he having 
-come there to deipand her, 

> \4mbrQgt9y at the, unexpected Sigjhtof his 
^ng-jb^Son, was ready to expire with Joy $ 
who,' after the firft CarefTes were over, ac* 
cu^i^ed him with W$ good Fortune, and the 
great .RifclK* that bad -been be<jueathed to 



tit ^rn^rn^^ 

him. The joyful Father, feeing his Daughter fo 
happily married, an J his Son return with fo 
much Wealth, thought himfelf the happicft 
A£ao ip tjie World. .. . . _ ^ _ , , 

. V ,1a the midft of the mutual Gongr$u&|^ 
6f this happy 'Family^ Gerard ^^,^^% 
Was fo aft on ifhed at the Sight of Paolo ana his 
Sifter together, that he doubted whether he 
was awake or afleep. 

Ambrogio relieved him from his TPerplqxttf) 
lay. telling him of && unlopked-fojs Retyr^ of 
his 3*n$ Jnfprininghimattb ifrat beiha&wr- 
ried Nicuola to Lattantio, and then, at Paolo 1 1 
earneft Entreaty, he defured him to give him 
his Daughter for a Wife. ,* \ " ** -, \^ -j\ ■,£? 

The old Man was at firft much affe&ed at 
the Lois of his intended Bride; but feeing 
there was up Remedy, hft ^ty^>tp$e*rt 
patiently, and coufen#& t^&#& litem 
marry Paolo* >- ^coi-> ^.-nrVaift 

Both thefe Marriages r wer* perfpjTnec^&j 
fame Day, to the great Saiisia&iaii qf.d>«»fo^ 
J-overs, who lived e#yr after wkh tf* £f**a& 
Harmony imaginable. \b.rAi 
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*o iftafo-of the foregoing Ntotl in bis Comedf 
^«ZlW^dfth-Night, or What You Will. 



ui^- v ^"-i •;■: 5-; ■ . . . . • * ■ .. ^ -i 

Tbe Fabk ^Twelfth-Night*, or What 

^ M.^-. you Will 

liF&&*STtjiN*tid Viola his Sifter, Twins, 
^>*Ati ft Ilk* each other in Perfon, that in 
the fame Cloaths they could not be diftuv 
£ui{hed, embark in a Veflel, (upon what Ac- 
toting cfr %ith*What Defign we are not in- 
Mined) which is caft away upon the Coaft of 
Jllyria. ^ '' 

/^VAi efcapes drowning by the Afliftance of 
the Captain and fome of the Mariners, and 
gets fafe to Land ; but Sebqftian her Brother is 
iufpe&ed to have perifhed. 

Viola being informed that the Country where 
fhe now is, is Illyria> arid that it is governed 
by a Duke, named Orfino, who is in Love, 
but not beloved again by a noble Lady ; 
{he exprefles a Wtfh to be received into her 
Service* , 
^'^ -- The 
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The Captain tells her, the Lady is fo af- 
Aided for the Death of her Brother that fct^ 
will admit of no Solicitations whatever, not" 

fiirther Rcfle*ton\ *n%*atf fttf C&bfamV t& 
ptoVHfeftfc «Mi * DiTgunTr, 4h* t&mxHk ' 
her as an Eunuch to the Duke, in whofe Ser- ; 
vice flie is very defirous to be placed. 

. Th<eCapt*u> confer)^ . and Fiola, ^undef; 
tlif N^ine of Cafariiy fcon .grains the f I)ufce*s ' 
FWouf ancf C^nii^^ncev wtw feiid* r ;n3S to ■ 
'the'Counftft Olivia, &e*fcady Re lovt§ 9 lo?8- r> ; 
licit her Favour for him. ' } 

fifii is by this Time violently \t\ Jove with / 
the Dute, yet me, execute ner C6mrntifiun l 
very faithfully, ana 'pleads ftrongly for hei; 
Matter to the Eady j thedifcoftfcJateanckigid 
Olivia is ptefently Aruck wltrV ihe Beaut) .ql' 
the young Page, and fall's downrigKi ifi %$yc>„ 
with him. ^ , 

^7r& very hone^ly refifts aft jwjvp^pj ^ 



but the' Laay will not: Be repulfetfj 'ffie levels .' 
to entreat he will come to her again y and* her \ 
Meflenge'f meeting Sebajltan, who Kaa* alfe 
eltaped drowning, but was ignorant of .his,"' 
Sifter's Fate, deceived by the Reremblance, 
takes him, for Cafario, and entreats liirri to 
come to his Lady, 

Sebajlian, though "much furprize^d it tKe Ad- 
venture, refolves to follow his Fortune ; he"is 
introduced to Olivia, who*f\ippoftng hirri to r>? 
Cafario, urges hirh to marry her ; to which 
Sebqfiiariy who is immediately charnied' wTtlT 
her, Beauty, gladly confetits* 
2 TW 



^he Duke/fome 'tiiitie afWf, impatient; 
to 'fee Olivja, comes to her Hpufe, attended 

l 0liviaipmts but to meet him, and' feeing ^ 
CJ^g&^/i^ 'fbipipo((ng K|fti't!6' be tiie ^erfonflic, 
had married* reproaches him with Breach of ' 
FrbmtTe $ what that f^omift is we are not 

*TOe t>&fe complains of foer Cruelty ; flie 
ta1&' ffttle Notice of htm, dlfe&irig heir 
L86fe jm<J Words f6 G*faH6\ at laft tho 
D^Ue' tfeifife provoked by her Declarafiott that 
{h^c^uldlfi6t love him, teU's he* he will re- 
venge the pifdain fhe treats him with upon her 
MTri^on Hi ' Pajge, whom M knows (he loves* . 

-p^^ pT6i^YAs WilJingnefs (6 die by ■ 
Jirs Commands, and is following the Duke, 
bit ftopped by O/zv/V, who bids him remem- 
ber Meitf fate Engagements, and declares lie is 
he* BMrjand j the Dyke florrhs j Cafario de-r 
riths the Charge ; arid the Frieft is called in by 
OJma to wjtnefs that he had married tfiem, 
whicTi.he does. 

Xfcfario perfffting in his frenial, many Al- 
ternations enfue; at laft Sebaftiari^ who had 
been engaged in a Quarrel v/ifti Olivia's Uncle, 
appears | the Company are all aftoniflied at 
the RefemMarice between him and Cafario 3 
wK<*>, i'sr discovered to be Viola his Sifter : 

T^y/w^ acknowledges Sebajlian for her Hdf- ( 
band, arid the t)uke marries Viola. The fell ' 



is HI Epifode, and makes *ip the gtoteftas 
lycUa^thebcftPartoftheFl^. i ^ * 

'It has hitherto been uncertain whether the 
Story of Twelftt-Nigbt 9 or What Tfa mif, ' 
was borrowed from any Novel, or an Inven- 
tion of Shakefpear. 

Mr. Langbaine, in his Account $f tip Dra- 
friattc Poets and their Writings^ fays, 'that ha 
knows not from whence that Play was taken, 
but the Refemblance of &%?/>« tahk Sifter 
Viola was doubrJefs firft borrowed, not o*ty 6y 
Shakejpear y but all our fucceeding Poets,' from 
Plautusj who has made Ufe of it in ftvadt 
Plays, as Amphitrio 9 Manecbmt\ &c. 

It is really furprifing to fee the Admirers of 
Shake/pear fo felicitous to proVe- he was Very 
convcrfant with the Antients ; they take *U 
Opportunities to find in his Writings Illufions 
to them; Imitations of their Thoughts afrd 
Expreffionsi and will not fcruple to allow 
their Favourite to have been guilty of fome 
little Thefts from their Works, provided it 
will make out his Claim to an Acquaintance 
With them. k 

It is very much to be doubted whether or 
not he underftood the Italian and />^n^ Lan- 
guages, firice we find he made Ufe of Tran- 
ilations from both when he borrowed of their 
Authors j and frill lefs probable is it thai*he 
underftood and ftudied the Greek and Latin 
Poets, when he, who was fo clofe a Gopyejr few 
never imitated them in their chief Beauties, 

and 



*n4 Ajtms wholly a Stranger to die Laws of 
dramatic Poctoryr, well* doess the Poet fay of 
hifii^ 

/MfA^ifei^'t fa*eteft Child, - 

WanSlet his pativ^ Wood-Notes wild* * 

His true Ptfife feems to be famm'd up 

jritt thofe two Lines ; for wild, though harm©- 

4 Wilts, bU Strains cert**nfy arc 3 and hit mo- 

-4ttr« Admirers itntoe hhn greatly, by fup- 

<?£o&*g any of thote Wood*Notes copied front 

^ti}e Antiertts 5 Milton, by calling them native, 

Ifiifawe thetn t& fca ve been untamgh t, and all 

- his own; and in that does Jufttce to his vaft 

Imagination, which is robbed of great Part of 

ks*Merit4»y ^p^oftug it to have received any 

Aififtance from the Antientv whom if he un- 

• derftoody it muftbe confefled be has profited 

,ierf little by, firtce we fee not the kaft Shadow 

0$ their Exa&nds and Regularity in his 

Worlu- ...•■'■ 

Though it fhould be granted that Shakefpear 
*©ek the Hint of Sdqftfan and Ant&'s Re- 
femblance from the Mtenechmi and Ampbitrio 
of Platans, yet he might have done that with* 
out tmderfhmding jL*/;*, fince there were 
Tranfiattonfr of both thofe Ways in his Time ; 
jfedtohis own Invention, bad that been the 
v C*fe>4nigHt be attributed almoft all the perplex* 
teg Ad ventures which chef Refemblance of the 
Brothfcrand&ftfergaverifeto in tte Twelfth- 
Nights and which archery difltfeat bom thofe 
kithc Latin Author* 

Vol. I M But 



But Shake/pear had a much more Jtfiple Sup^ 
ply for the r able of this Comedy in the &*&» 

5 ping Novel, from whence he undoubtedly 
rew it,, and which not only , furnifhed /$m 
with the Hint of the Refemblance between! 
Sfhaftian and Viola* but alfo with the greater 
ftut o/ the Intrigue of the Play. - ; % 

SebaAia* and Viola in the Play *re th^fiwne! 
with Paolo and NUuola in the Novell tpffi 
are Twins, and both remarkably like each other. 
■ \ ■ • • • - \> ;..;-3y"I xi I 

■ Vioht is patted from her Brother *fa> a; Ship* 
wreck, and Aippofes him to frc fvovvDed* 
Nicuola lofes her Brother at the Peking oft 
Rom*, and for a long Time is ignorant >rwfcew 
ther he is alive or dead. > *jj -; Wl 

Viola fervfes the Duke, with whom flic krwr 
lofre, in the Habit of a P**e -, > Nicuttav in<the 
fame Difguife, attends Lattafttioy who><Jmd 
forfaken her for Catella. . . . - x 

The Duke fends #>Ar tolblkfcfcis Miftisfc 
in his Favour 5 Lattanth cotnmiffions Nfaubt> 
to plead for him with CaUlla. • -v ^ri? vj 

The Duke's Miftrefs falls in ,toW V^ 
/^At, fuppofing her to be a Man ; and C^iel^ 
by the like Miftake, is enamoured of tftcf&b} 
and laftly» the two Ladies in the Play, w weR 
as in the Novel, marry their Lovers whom 
they had waited on in Difguife, and theifj^ov 



thcrs wed the Ladies who had been enamour- 
ed of them. ,-•:.•■ V. 

'^hpugh Shafypear has copied tKe NovelluV 
ift iff thefe Particulars, yet he differs from hirn 
in others, which very much leflens the Proba- 
l^litfcfthe Story. f 

* Sebaftian and Viola in the Play are parted by 
a Shipwreck, and Viola is caft upon the Coaft 
of lUyria ; but we are not told with what In- 
t^ntton this Brother and Sifter embarked, or 
Whfiher tneir Voyage was bound. 

The poet had Occafion for them in Illyi-ia* 
and there -they are at the Service^ of the Au- 
dience^ no Matter if introduced with Propriety 
or not | wcmuft be contented to take them as 
we find them: Well; Vieta, after 'giving fame 
Tears to the Memory of her Brother, whom, 
<he fears is drowned, is defirous of being re* 
commended ti» art Atteodartt to a Lady with 
whom the Sovereign of the Countty is in love ; 
but being told it would be difficult to {wocure 
Admiflion to her, (he all of a fudden takes up 
an unaccountable Refolution to fer ve the young 
Jfctfduilor-D*ke in the Habit .of a Man ; take 
itiahet awn Words addreffed to the Captain, 
of the wreckM VtSiA: J. \ : , ...J 

" Conceal me iyHat.1 am ; and fce my Aid , 

For |nchpifeuife sjs haply ftall Income ; 
^'e t^m.p*my Intent : 111 ferve this Ihik.fe $ 
Thpk 'ifcali prefent me as an Eunuch to him ; 
itjQffl y? worth /thy Pains ; for I can fingj 
An& ipeak^p hirfi in many Sorts of Mufic, ; 
That wifl 'alio W rne very worth His Service. - : 
M 2 A 



A very natural Scheme this for *,beauti£id 
and. virtuous young Lady to throw pffal^jat 
once the Modefty and Refervednefs ofHerliex, 
mix among Men,, herfelf difguifed 1 lice qne; 
and, preft t>y no Neceffity, influenced by no 
Paflion, expofe herfelf to all the dangerous 
Confequej>ces of fo unworthy and fhamefut a 
Situation. , ' ,/ 

We find this Incident managed with iwch 
more Decency in the Novel. ■ , , , ., , , {' 

Nicupla is violently, in love with fUid bslwd, 
by Lflttontia ,. and finding, that* djtfipgai^qfltw 
Abfence from him, he became enampipral#( 
CateJhy upon hearing he had loft his Pan: and - 
wanted another, ihe, difguife? h^rfeV Wcp a 
Boy, and, offers her Service tp w^jt upo^ jbi^ 
with a View of recalling . his, Afteftiojni^^ 
this extraordinary Inftance gf.he^Tea&awfr 
apd Fidelity* and of feising:£$ecy OpBOjtywit# 
of traverfing hk new Paflion for; Cai^u >< >< ; > 

■ ■■.-..>■ . , ■- ii'.t \**nt t - 

This Projeft, though, not. altogether* prup 
dent and wife, was far from be'mg mcwtfi%^ ; 
with the Temper. and Circumffanw^ 0X^4 , 
cuola, ftimulated as flie was ky Lov^Jealpj^ 
and Defpair, to attempt fqmething extraordi- 
nary for the Recpvqry pf her Lover,; . . ; 

But what are Vtob's Motives for fo rafli an v 
Enterprise ? She is neither in love; with, or 
abandoned by the Duke, and cannot reafonably 
propofe to nerfelf any Advantage by^thut 
hazarding her Virtue and Fame: Hjs J^erfon 
fl^e had never feen ; his Affections fhe was in- 
formed 



forced Were engaged ; what then *were her 
Vfc^ahflDefignfc by fitbmittiflg to "be his 

.,*. •-. ,• ; ''''.•.'' " • ' ' " '' 

* ^Battdptio dbei trtrt even rti^ke Nieuola refolve 
upon fudi ah Expedient till the Defign was 
firggfcfted to her by over-hearing Lattdntld la- 
ment the Lofs of' his Page and wtfh for ano- 
ther. ' » ,-. , 

But ^he NoveHift is much more careful to 
^wfferve Probafeility in his Narration 'than the 
Poet in his A&ion : The Winder is that 
i**4^^*&oiiKd' borrow To many Incidents 
» 1to*rhtfr^ and yet tafk his ft&emion to make 
AdfcfotidentsTamaturalandab^rd. 

|b¥ -the tli%uiffel Lady, is attended with Cir- 
V^rmfttoces that make it ipp^ar ftghfy hnpro- 
Wftfle^nd tidfctiloiis : She is ^efenied as a 
itoMewid -rirhious Lady, overwhelmed with 
Grief for the Death of a bekrvfcdftother 5 her 
vGrttf indeed !» of * vety extraordinary Nk- 
tutei and inured her with f!range s RefolUr 
lions according to the Report of VaUntine^ the 
fWdeH Sefvaht, who had ^bech ferit <by him 

- wtcti a ivfBnxgtt to uct : 

Da&v iJWr iicnk I iriuKC>Ne*» fttem her* * 

• - ^r/. So pleaib, my *Ix>rd, 1 tftig* not be 
v admitted ; ! 

B«t from her Hand-maid do return this An- 

- .■.■■^ft*W ■•.'■■-■-■•.•■'• ^ - 
The ©eMeatftftJf^ till farcn Yeotr hence, ; 

Mj Shall 



Shall not behold hfer Faietit&ipTelffeW f J * 

But, like a Cloyftrtefs, iherWffl -nfeSletf#idk/ 

And water oncfc a Day her Chamber TOtirtd 1, 

^WKh eve-offending Brine : All this to feafon 

? A ^Brother's dead Love, whifch fee wouH keep 

2;/ fttfh ' - : - ! — -^ 

And lafting in her fad Remembrance. ** Ui <M 

This forrowful Lady, however, makes? h^f 
£rft Appearance in the Company - ofa ' Jc#ot, 
'with whom (be is extremely diverted;' atjf<hl#- 
Withftanding her VoW which we ^etrild'bFfli 
another Place, not to adniit th* $f0k %r 
topipany of Men, ffie permits Ae'ftataff 
Page to approach her, fcews him/her *Pa^, 
and bandies Jefts and fmart Sentences vHfil 
all the lively Wit of an airviGbqucK^*' 

Then follows her fudifcn VMSbprWr ttief * 
ppfed Youth, which is as fuddttiry^BMlaS 

^without any of thofe Emotions thar Baft 

neft, Delicacy, and a Defire of preferving^e 
. Decorum her Sex and Birth oblige her to ob- 
serve, muft raife in the Mind of a Woman of 
Honour. -f -M^ 

Had Sbakejfeary by mixing fo iab&t&&j 
in the Chara&er of OZfWa, defighetfa SStjfre 
on the Sex, he would have certainly ted us by 
fome Reflexions on the, Inconfiftency of her 
Behaviour to have made that Inference; but 
this is not the Cafe y for OlrbtA is every vfherc 
highly extolled for her Virtues. 

It is his injtididous Conduflr <df the Fatie 
' that gives fo much * Impropriety to the Mari- 
ners of hi* Perfons* at leaft in this Inftance, 
- • . . which 
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which, is the more furprizing, as the Novel 
furniflaed him with one much better contrived? 
and Characters more fuitable to the Action. 

.*-, Catella a&s the fame Part in the Novel that 

Glivia does in the Play; but Catella is a young 

gay libertine Girl, whofe Birth was but mean; 

and Education negleftecl ; it was not there- 

^fcff« ftirprizing that fhe lhould fo eafily fall in 

Love with a rage, indecently court him, arid 

" rcfolve to marry him, fuch an inconftderate 

rr Cpndu& was agreeable to her r Character y but 

x )fi the noble and virtuous Olivia^ 'tis unna'tu- 

e «aJ and abfurd, and what makes it ft ill more 

^vb .• *&** as Shakejpear has ordered the Mat- 

^fpjr, Olivia is difgracefully repulfed by thifr 

Vduthy and yet continues her Suit, whereas 

~ teila fneetsrwtth a ready Compliance from 

I (uppoied RomuJoy who fees his Defigris pn 

j(f##/V likely to fucceed by his Miftrefsfs 

s^rfcijoate Paffion for him. 

-*/*;:. v ■■'•"•■ ' : . •' 

v w ^Qlivia's taking Sebajlian, the Brother of the 
difguifed ^/Wk, for the beautiful Page, and 
marrying him, is with very little Variatioti 
T ho^vife4 r irom Bandella: but JP<?*/* in the 
^ifelPel isjmiich more naturally introduced tha;n 
deba/tian'm the Play. 

Paold comes to Efi to feek for his father 

-and Sifter, but we are not acquainted with 

Sebaftianh Motives for going to lllyria \ the 

r Poet indeed had Bufinefs for him there, and 

there h& lugs him without the leaft Shadow of 

;.-«,, - M 4 , ■■> . a Jleafqn 
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a ReaTon for it, which is left to the 
on of the Reader to (up,ply. 

The Behaviour of Lattantio in tlhe NoyS 
it more natural and confident, than the Dufce's 
in the Play : They both marry the^Wpaien 
*at had attended on them drfguifed., but thg 
difference of their Stations, Circumftances, 
and Chancers, makes the fame Action na- 
tural hi one, which in the other is abfurd and 
ridiculous. , .■ 

Lattantio had been in Love with Nt&yfe 
but her Abfence, joined to the natural Icheoj^j 
ftancy of Youth, fo "wild and inconfk!$ra& gfc 
his, transferred his,Affedions from her j# 
Catella\ file flights him, and he beingjnform* 
ed that his abandoned Nicwle> impelled h» 
the Violence of her Paifion for bim, hatf <!*£ 
guifed herfelf in Boy's Clpaths, and waited 
on him as his Page ; he repentfc of his. IfajftK 
hood, and charmed with her Tendernefs ian4 
Fidelity makes b^W* Wife; 

This Condudt in Lattantio is. v$ry neural;: 
but why fhould the Duke, a fovereign Prince 
who fo paffionately adored OHwt 9 all at oncac 
take a Refolution to marry Viola, a Strang^ 
whom he had never feen in her prooer Ga%^ 
becaufe ihe had ferved him in DHguife; 'tis 
abfurd to fuppofe he could in a Moment ftefs 
from die moft extravagant Paffiort imaginable 
for Olivia, to one no lefs extravagant, for a 
Perfon, whom till then he had always believefl 
to be a Boy ; and 'tis alfo highly improbable 
that a great Prince would fo (uddenly rcfolve 

to 



tfftHfffpi tJirlT who had no other Title**, 
his Favour than an imprudent Paffion, Which 
had parried her greatly beyond the Bounds of 
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n> 1rhebu^e*sReaAns for this extraordinajy 
Xftiolialfe fer from being Convincing^ \ 

Bui* to fUhu 

,». i_ • ..< ■ - 

** Yotfr Maflfcr quits you \ and for your 
Service dope him* 
S% tfiiibh aiainft the Metal of your Sex, t: 
S#f&^ft<e?8i font fo'ft ahx} tetfder Breeding a 
ft*Sjf iifee Vou calfii rite MaM for fo lpng> - v 
ffeYe ii bjy Hana, you fliaB from this Time 

^u*3Via^^ia5fire6^ 

* Ami as ^7*ii? at firft had not even Love ta 
plead as an Excufe for her indecent Difguife* 
file is ftill lefs worthy of the Fortune (he wa$ 
raifed to. 

'' .* * .• 

There is a great ileal *>f true Comic Hun 
mour in the inferior Characters of this Play* 
which are entirely of the Poet's Invention * 
the Miftakes Antonk i3 led into 6y the Refem-r 
blance of Sebajiian and Vkla, are no doubt 
Hints borrowed from the Amfbitrk and the> 
Manechmi of Plautus, for which it is proba- 
ble he confulted the French, or rather, the 
Englijh Tranflations of thofe Comedies ^xtant 
in, his Time j but thefe Miftakes, however 
Mj diverting* 
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diverting, take their Rife from a very impro- 
^ahj* C^rcurnftance. ,, . t , s ^ ^ ^ 

+jfnton{o ± a Sea 1 Captain, fenver#ft|wm» 
*jrorn the Fury : of the Waveryttf *Ya&rl%e- 
ing obftinately determined to go to the Court, 
Antonio^ who in a Sea-fight had done great 
■ Mifchief to the Duke's Galleys, refoWes, out 
of the Violence of his Jfriendflup, to follow 
him thither, notwithtoixling he knew his Life 
would be in manifeft Danger if he *fae4een ia 
Jllyria. 

How unaccountably extravagant is thisKind- 
riefs ^ in a Stranger ? what mope ^3^f|t|i^* 
continued Friendfhip, confirmed *:c$jf$\ 
Obligations have produced ? $ut this 
full of fuch Abfurdities, whicj*^fojgb}£t 
been avoided, had the Character ''* ' '^^ 
1 the Aftion been the fame wthN^ 
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■*Ihe Hifiory of Macbeth, rfl/H 
I \*{frv& Hofing&ed's Chronicles of 
England, Scotland, and Ireland, 



1&®J& : 
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| N the Reign of Duncan King of 
Stdtlandy who, as the Hiftorians 
fay, was a gentle, quiet, and 
pufillanimous Prince, a Mutiny 
arofe amongft the People of 
- Lochaber ; and oneAdacdowqld* a 
Man greatly efteemed in that Country for his 
rafli Valour, drawing many of his Relations 
and Friends into a Confpiracy with him, took 
upon himfelf to be the chief Captain of die 
Rebels. 

The great *Promifcs he made to all thofe 
that would v jbin him, brought every Day 

Preat Numbers from the Weftern Ifles to his 
arty, which being augmented by the Kernes 
and GulloglajfeS) who voluntarily came out 
of Ireland to ferve him, he in amort Time 
few himfelf at the Head of a formidable Army, 
with which engaging fome of the King's 
Forces that were font againft him, he gave 
M 6 the 
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them a total Etefea** fcnJb tdok *kewebnl~ 
manner Makvlm^sxiomty WbefcHeady wton - 
the Battle was over, he MidR ttrn j bin <r>i.-< 

When die News of this Defeat was brought 
to* the Kins, he aflen^edaCouacH fe&fafot 
u|jon what Means thfcy fhouU ufe to ^oelltheA 
Rebellion* M ■»• ' - ■•? v ^n a 






MacbitJh who wis frft Coufin to the King* . 
a*l of a Difpofeiofch&s hatghty, cnW* >aod i 
revejigfiuV as thw**'* was mild and pettco :; 
abjk, after fecredy accufing the Kintfs Sk*h ?* 
and Effeminacy as theCaufe of their Tro«Uc%0 
declared if Btmqoe and himfetf were put at 
the Hea^ioTfanc J^rces, and felt agaiflft x < 
the . R^W*, he would engage to give them *m - 
compJeat Overthrow, and To effedua% eje*^ 
tirpate them out of that Country, that: there* 
(hould not from henceforth he a isngteiltbafcv 
found in it. ■ .:• »*: 

This Promife he cxa&ly performed, for * 
the -Rebels being terrified at his* Approach, 
many of them ftole fecretly away from their 
Captain, who with the Remainder being con- 
ftratfted to fight* were totoHy > routed 7by 
Mfcbetbc "v >>?*" 

Macckuwld in Deipair at the ill Succefi of 
this laft Battle, and finding himfelf quit* 
abandoned by all the Companions of his.Re> 
volt, fled to a Cattle, in which his Wife and 
Children ,were incloftd,, anditnowingthaehO' 
was not able to defend it long againft^Jris 
Enemies, and that if hft/urr endered he fhould 

not 
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dfen, aiidthenhkttfctf. ' - , . 

.jWiai^* entering tile Coftlr, indrieoPtH* 
Aparttoents ioond the dead Bodyof i^^^rtf / 

eg on the Floor, Wkh hi* WWe ^ri^CTrfl- 
i fla*ghte*ed befide hifn, fetrt tefttftting fto 
Part of M» attfreOuefrv aCtM* diiWfe! Sign*, 
htetttftftheH*** of M*cd**H> shdfent 
ktt> the King* who then4ay at £#***, dorn^ v< 
^aftctog the fibdy 16 be hfcfcg tipoft * high 
Gallows, - -'^ 

Olw Inhabitant* of the Wtefh M es, whd 
lisul afltfted Aiatdmalij fttfictting for a Par-* 
don* he fined in large Sum*, and thofc he 
fbttttd in Locbdbtr^ who had come tfrHher*to ^ 
bete Arms againft the King,- he ^aH to the % 
Sword. 

Theft Troubled ifrete kstt&Af ap^afcd^ 
wheti Advice was brought ffiat fttoi* Klrig 
6f Ntrivay Was fended inr Frft, with- a pdWfcr* 
fill Anny to invade all Sttimd. 

This News roofing tile King from that 
State of Indolence and Ina&ivity in which he 
Was birfi*d, he faifed Forte* With *llt>offible 
Speed, {baring the Cdrilttiand Of them with. 
Banquo and Macbeth. * ' ' '- : ■ ; 

The Battle, which foon aftet followed, 
proved fatal to the 8*ott 9 the Norwtfgmt were" 
vidfcortotis, and Duncan fled to Berthti ;' here 
after folding fome Timeto frigried Tmttes 
■'-■■' with 
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with hi* B*W€$i heMt^m&tfttehti, 
whp All kept Pm of.tte&Q&G& Atmy Mmt 

him, to fall upon the A?*f*> ,.^bpM vv^vin* 
formed were all difiolved in Luxury and 

. Eafe ' :• - " * • :? - ■ • rrifi ;MUvM 

fc A&^/*ft«aiche4 Wfcly ta<tt* PJac-fewi*?* 
tte ZWi were efK*mp4d*> aj&^jfcUJsg 
the Watch, made a favag^ ^^g^^r ^f T ^e 
wretched £>/«**, whom HfcWidfaftM«*pia 
full Security after a drunken Riot. j.Sjiftfi, 
with only ten other Pe/Jbns, efcaped and fled 
back to Norway. %l , , . uia 

In the midft of the Rejoicings the St&tf made 
for this Vji&orjy they >ver^alanpe^wijh, an 
Account that a new Fleet jof i^^jw/jwas ar- 
rived at KingbonuyScnt thUhejby CtnutfyKiug 
of England^ to revenge the Defeat hi^ Brathjer 
Suttwhad received. ... , : ... ,,; u iri „. 

To refttt theft Enemies, which wer^^qwly 
landed, and bufy in (polling, % ,£bunijr, 
Macbeth and Banam were fent with a fy%ient 
Power,' who encountering the Dants^Hew 
Part of them, and drove the reft back to their 
Ships ; thofe whp efcaped , aojl gp£ fafp aboard 
their Veflefe, with large Sums of Monty ob* 
tained Leave frpm Afaeketfc* that fuch t pf, their 
Friend^ a^ werp {lain ijijthft JaftjFig^ flight 
be buried at St. Colmes Inch. . ? ,. , , , 

A 0K>rt Time after, as Macbetfaapi Banyu* 
were riding towards Fore/?, where the King 
then lay, paiEng thrpugn a Field withputatiy 
Company* they W£j;e met fuddenjy by. three 1 
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< Women irvftfange Apparel,. fefembline. Crea- 
tures of- another World, arid while they he- 
.held them attentively, much wondering at their 
uncommon Appearance, they approached 
Macbeth^ and the firft faid : ' 

. "All hail Macbeth^ Thane of Gktmmis ;" 
;thefecpnd " Hail Maebtt b Thane bfCavtdtr? 

Hind the third, " All hz\\ Macbeth, who here- 
after lhall be King of Scetland" 

- *« What Manner of Women. arc ye^jaid 
Banquo % extremely furprized, who teem, fo 
little favourable to me? to my Companion 
here you not only predict high Honours, but 

"the Kingdom alfo, whereas to me you pro- 
iriife nothing at all." 

44 Yes, faid fhe, who had firft fpoke, we 
promrfe ftiH greater Advantages to thee than 

' him ; he (hall reign indeed in his own Perfon, 
but his End fhall be unhappy ; no* lhall he 
leave any Iflue behind him to fucceed to his 

; Crown : As for thee, mough thou fhAlt not 

l /he a King, yet thy Defendants for long fi|c- 
ceffive Ages, fhall rule the Kingdom of Sctf- 

J landr 

„""■' No (boner were thefe Words Ipoke than 

-they all vaitifhpd out of Sight. 

J This Accident was thought at firft by 
; Macbeth and Banqtio, to be fome Illufion of the 
Imagination, fo that Banquo would often jeft- 
ingly call Macbeth King of Scotland^ and 
Macbeth in the fame Manner call Banquo Fa- 
ther of many Kings y but afterwards it was 
the common Opinion, that thefe Woiflen 
were either the Weird Sifters, that is, 

Goddefles 
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Fairies, ^^ByN^roihancyittaftfc^iftat 1 
Knowledge ef tutor* Events, tjetiWe ^Ve^ ; 
Thing Acy^dia^tairife to tofe: v * v . 

The Thane of Vakodfr befaij^tfto alfiSr 
condemned at TVr//} for high Trfeifoh* rj8£ 
Honours, Eftates, arid OMce^, ^M^ ftV^ 
tonglieftoWti oh /Macbeth. ~ ^" ^ 

The firft Part of the Pfophefy being thus 
fulfilled, Macbeth revolving the reft in his 
Mind, began to confider of the MfeaV& fie 
fiiould ufe to gain the Kingdorri, btrt t^lfigf r 
Preferment coming unexpected &H& tfmo !afi4 
for," he determined to wait fdr the thief 
tion of Providence, to raife him ; tb Ate 
nity his Wiflies grafped at. 

b While he was thus expeftiftg iftfc CoH^-^ 
tion of the Prophely, Duncan havfh^wo^ 
Sons by his "Wife, vttio was t^augtitei 1 (a 
Seward Earl of NoriHtnberkft*, o>&rfed 
Malcolm* the eldeff, Prince of tjumberlahdy 
thereby appointing him his Succeflbr itf 'Ac 
Kingdom immediately after his 5t)eceajfi^ 

It was provided by the ^anfifcrit La#g of \ 
the Kingdom, that if theTJcceedingPriiiceA^ 
was not of Age to tate "the Government up-' 

Jn himfelf at his Predeceflor*s Death, his next 
linfmanlhoukl be raited to the Throne. 

Macbeth therefore feeing his ttopes fruftrlft-, 
ed by this Difpofition of the Ring's* began 
to form Schemes for tifurpf ng trie Kingdom 
by Force* conceiving himfelf greatly injured 

by 
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ough in his Minority to-tl^ E^ngdom^.fp^f 
^^an-rhwfwiturc^C^n to it. , v . . , b s 

The Words t btth|& W*h$ $uWsfW^ 
buted al^Jpwanfr coiifi^^ 
fign of fcizing upon the Crown; and ms, 
Wife a hafjgbty ambitious Wpmaa, ardently 
.defifow of Jbeing a Quecp, , ^j£$«^W 
renting him till (he had fixed him in, his Pur- 
iP9& ,.r .>, -.: '.. '.;: 

At length, therefore, communicating his fej- 
tentipns to his moit trufty Friends^ anKaag, 
Vbm Ben^u* w* *$ Ch^4 >/C^hMc^p 
^.ft^ifpjjoiiiifed AicJ,, 5 he J^ere^ *e |pfl6 
at invernefS) in the fixth Year of his JReig% 

Then being fqrrounded f >vich t^o^rer^bns 
on whom he moft depended, he caufed him- 

feif t<> btMmiim^J&tWt w4t*w&}mi*r 

d iately to Scene r where by general Confent l>c, 
!*c0ttvc^ tfrfc Im/c$itw£ ©f th^,K^d^flrac-' 
£9r4in^ ->.i ^ 

two Sons of King Dun<im h Wing a^prehen^ 
fiKt^at Macbtth Would take away thf jc ; jLilte* 
to fecure to himfelf the Poiteflion o/ th< 
Kingdom, conveyed themfelves fecretly out of 
ScrtlanJ, .. _ .. - . ,...; ; k :. 

• .. : . . ; , - '<.. . «. i ,..• f 

Mdc9lm fled into Cumberland, where ht 
remained till Saint Edward, Son of Ring 
Etheldredy recovered the Kingdom of England 
from the Power of the Dana t who received 
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$<** mto hi? Protection, ahd^J** *h^ 

noiirable Entertainment, ♦ « r ; »> >.' 
Donald Bane^ his Brother, took Refuge in 
JriUntU and was treated there with jreat 
Kmdnefs by the King of that Lan& : ! : -. ; , : ** 

* jtybchitb* after the Depmtm?^ thefc^ ^ 
Prqrcesy endeavoured by great Libepditjes to ' <* 
engage the Affe&wi of the NbWitf aid i 
Gentry of Scotland to his Perfon, *nd wn*n j 
he found himfelf in peaceable Pon^j&o^ofefhe ^ 
Kingdom, he fet about reforming the Laws, 
•tooferig out aH the Enormities mi AMet 
^wtnVh had taept -into the Admimftnfcfon, 
<thr6ug£ thfcweak and <fl<^ful Di^ati^n cf 

thmcak: l - < -• , -- i: ' , 'f. 1 : ;.;:? 

He aBb made many good Laws* *nd during 

the Space of ten Years governed ^he Regiai 

"with the utamftft Prudence and Jufli**. - n > 

But this Appearance of Equity. an4 Z&& 
for the public* Good was all counterfeited, and 
only affumed to pin the Favour of ^thc^ljeo- 
f\e ; Tyrants are* always ^ftmftfid, th$y r are 
in continual Fears that fome otker Perfbn wijl 
tob^hem of 'their Power, by* tl>efan^#pjuft 
jMfcabs with which they aojtjired U» J , ;> ^ 

Macbeth, jealous of fome Attempts againft 
htm, no longer diflembled his Inclinatipns, 
fctit pra£Wfed and permitted all Sorts of Cruel- 
ties, the Words of the three Weird Sifters 
%v^re continually in bis Thoughts. 

• They promiW him the Kingdom, and kje 
was poffefled of it, but they promifed it alio 

to 






-ini|^tinlikeMaiiiierWihiH3M.-'- : > " **••' 

- To prevent It therefore, he dfcternlmed to 
murder Btihquo zti& his Sob, and fot this Pu#- 
pofe he invited them to a Supper at the Palace ; 
*s'tftey w#e retufttfng home, (bftie Mia&ferdrs 
whom lie tiad ordered to plant themferves ih 
the Road, felted #^^> and killed hirn, bat 
Wle&ntti favoured by the Darknefe of the Night, 
^ftattfftt and fled itiw&Wo. 

^yT;.; ■:-., ■ '■■■■ , : . 1 r v • -A 

*^»A<W<*e Murder of B*n<m, Fortune 
*fctfted to have forfafcen M*ib*lh, none of iife 
•Undertakings profpered ; ev^ry^Man beg*nlfc v 
tremble for his own Life, and durft not vea- 
cture to appear before Mm> all Meniere 
'afraid of him, and he was afraid of all Men, 
fo that he continually fought Occafiom to put 
all thofe Peribns to Death of whom he had 
lit* Stupieteif. -if, ?u * 

? "Hi* Dtftruft and Cruelty entreafing every 
JHfi hia Thirft of Mood was never to befa* 
; tithed ; the forfeited Eftates of the Nobility 
twboto he thus maffecred, enabled him to fill 
his Coffers, and maintain Ftfrcer to dtfedd 
him againft the Attempts of his Enemies. 

i For the greater Security" of r; hi» PerftM, 
.whHe he was thus exetctfiag the jnoft tyratimt 
Cruelty againft his Subjefisj he 'built a ftrcosg 
Cattle upon the Top of a 4»gh HfHy called 
Dunjinnane, fittfated in GvWfj ten Miles 
.from Perth. . . , ; . <.;* 

': ..„.-. This 
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that any Pelfr* flooding uport the Top A 
almoft behold all the Countries of Angus ^ mfe y 
&ma*nd, «fti* fu/*dMv lytag-*s it <wfcrfc be- 
jfcatkhtm. ■■: > ! • • : }< i} ,T;i; 

The Gaftle then being founded on the Tdp 
*f< d»s JfftHi Ac Building of it .put thelfrriffr 
4om to groftt "Ex^nce, bec*ufej theMatedals 
Wild Act fce brought up Wilhotlt^lidijrhi^ 
^pdlft***, ...•■■'•.- -^.- '^ : '.v 

But Macbeth being determined to. c^nrpjeat 
the Work foon, commanded *H thc^Trumes 
^f , ev«ry Shire thYoulghout the ttealm t©\*>me 
^fldnla /their IWt to*a*ds Ac BuMing^ «<ftry 

* ' At Jaft it falling *© Ac Turn of MrcJtff^ 
TRiane of ifljfo to 4miH hfcr Part, ^t ftht 
Workmen w*h *M Ae -iteccflfcry. M^ni^r 
tend commanded Aem to l? <k> thdr Btrfnifefe' 
witbfche utrooft Lttligence and Gare> thatiro 
Ckcafion of Offence might be given to 'tite 
#»gy ^bicKtui^it -rtikehifft ftfcn* fc»fii©t 
4*ming in Perfoti as *e othtr ; Thsies ^H^ 
*or hc*e& knew th^Jl&^M^ both feartdlmd 
n^padW him, for >htch fei^nherafolVed 
*M»cp,€^<rf 1li» Wjtjr. ■:■> *■; '* >-^^<r 

; mKtru ,y^ , * ; t v.. . ■--,< > • :•<- -"^V: ? - ■' 
Macbttk coming foon after to fee ho w the 
Wiork wOTt on, was greatly wrag^t«rffind 
MnJyfi wts riot Aer*, ami frorn that Time 
conceived an iftviflcible Hatred againft him. ' * 
The Wizards, in whom he greatly confide 
edihecaafc of th^Compkttbn bf the ^wo^nfft 
Ptophefies, had wme& him to take heed ifi 
it i ■; •»* Macduffi % 



J&edttft) who tbcy told torn w^Wili^lbr: 
fbme Opportunity to deftrayhim. - ' -<rlt 

TruVPredi&ion would have determined 
him to put Macdufft immediately to Dfeatfc* 
had^ not a Witch, whofe Pred&Hons liad 
alfo great Weight with him, aflured hi n* he 
{hould never be flain by any Man ^who wat 
born]of .Woman, nor overcome tiH Bmrnm 
Wood came to the Caftk of Dunfinmni* 

\ Thtrfe Toothing Prophefies bani&ed all'Fea* 
out of his Mind j he freely indulged the na* 
tural Cruelty of his Difpoftticto, miferabty 
oppreffiiiff his Subjects, and committing aft 
Sorts of Outrages. 

At length Macduffe*, being in Fear for his 
•w# Life, took a Refolution to fly into Bng^ 
land, hoping to prevail with Malcolm Ganmori 
to plains the Crown of Scotland* T & 

Macbeth^ who in every Nobleman's Houfe 
kept a domeftic Spy in his Pay*, was foon ill- 
formed »f Macduff's* Intention ; he therefore! 
cantye fuddenly with an Army into Fifi-j aneU 
be%ged the Caftle where Macdufft dwelt* ex* 
pe<9tir^ tq fiikUbijii therein. The Gates were* 
immediately fet open by the Servants, who* 
mtftrufted no Danger ; but Macbeth* enraged 
that Macditffihv&efcaptii him : (4ieMjn&&l-' 
ready fled to England} commanded -his WW 
and Children, together wrth ail that werfc 
found in the Caftle, to be flaim • 

Macduff* vr*s bfe h* the E**tifl> Goijrt» 

when the New^ rfthh feo^i^ Cmchy was 1 

?> ;l brought 



i 



lieving bis wretched Country, tta JHf>Re J&Jui 
own particular Revenge, he earneftly etttreaV 
€d Pjphcc Malcolm to, undertake the Rpc^veryrf 
hi* &ight i he repr«fen|ed to him-J&the, «pft 
moving Term* the deplorable Conditioning 
whifch Scotland was brought, through the MJr 
human Cruelties of Macbeth* and that ..jfefc 
IJqpple, d^teftjng tym for tfo Slaughfc%is 
had committed, as. wej.1 on the Common a* 
Nobility, defired nothing more ardently than- 
an Opportunity of ihakingoff thei^: Vokq.. 

Malcolm* wfcofe Sotjl was filled with Com- 
panion for the MUeries of his Countjymejv 
Ughed deeply while Macduff* was i*peaking£ 
wh;ich . he perpeiyjng, again renewed his ,tftj- 
treatjes that he would attempt tfce D^Jivery of 
Scotland* affuring hm he would £n^^tRo3i(r, 
ficult Enterprize, cojifideriog the Legalijry c^ 
his Title to, ithe Crown, , and the earned Defir? 
q/ ( the People to have fame Occaiion gwejv 
them, %o revenge themielves on their ha$e4 
Tyrant -..,-. : :iLm 

Malcolm* though, he was greatly affe<aed 
with Ma$duffe\ Difcourfe, .yej: dwbtipg 
whether r*rwa^n^eitfby4^^ 
kim, fre ^eterimncditom^dtq T,ryal of tu> Si^r, 
cerity before he corifomed tq his F ropofal* /otj 
which Purpofe Jie fpoke to him in this Man- 

,. "IamtrwJyforry* ^^^forthc Mi%ies 

«*v » ; >f groaned, 
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jf&an^H but though my Inclination to rdi^ve^ 
n wdrc equal to ypurWiflie$, yet on account 
of feme incurable Vices which are rooted in. 
my Difpofition, I anr not fit to undertake lor 
£feat an Enterprise ; for firftl am fo fwallow-j 
ed up in immoderate Luft and Senfuality, 
the abominable Springs of all other Vices, 
that if I was poffeffed of the regal Power, the. 
Chaftity of none of your Maids and Wives 
would befafe* and fuch exceflive Intenape* 
ranee would be more infupportabie to you 
than the bloody Tyranny of Alacbttb" A 

4C Intemperance, replied Marfuffe, is cer- 
tainly a very great Fault, many noble Kings 
apd Princes have loft both their Kingdoms 
antf Lives by indulging themfelves in this 
Vice; neyerthelefs there are Women enough 
iri^eptland to fetve your Pleafures $ follow 
diy; Council therefore, and make yourfelif 
Kmg j I'll take upon myfelf the Gare of gra- 
tifying this PafSon for Women, info fecret a 
Manner that your Reputation (hall not be 
hurt by it." ? 

cc Sut, replied Malcolm^ I am alfo the raoft 
avaritkms Man in the World, and if I was. 
King of Scotland \ fhould put die greatefl: Part 
0/ the Nobility'to Death, that 1 might pof-, 
fefs rqyfclf of their Eftates." 

"This Fault, faid Macduffi* is much 
worfe than the other, for Avarice is the Source 
of ali'Svil, a Crime for which moft of our 
Kings have been murdered, yet ftill I muft 
^ ^^ continue 
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continue to advife you to chum the Crown/ 
there art Riches enough in ScrthtaT to Sfcisfr 
your greedy Define.** v ? • 

"I am alfe, find Malcolm, ftrongly irtdfeld 
to Diffimulatton and every other Kind of fife 
ceit, and rejoice in nothing fo mueh at* life* 
traying thoie who put any Confidence ih ihe^ 
fintfe there isnot any Thing then morcagreeabie 
to the Charafter of a Prince, than Conftaoock 
Truth and Juftice, a/id I am wholly abandVwe<r 
to the contrary Vices, you fee how unfit I am 
to reign; and therefore, finceyou have fbond 
the Means of extenuating all my other Faulty 
I' pray you endeavour to cover them among 
the reft.'* 

" Diffifflulation, replied Matiafft, fe Hjjdeet' 
the worft of all, here then I leave dfee4f 
" And oh ! unhappy and miftrabie Srcotcbmtiy 
added he* that are fcourged with fo nwmv b# 
avoidable Calamities ! The wicked Tfrn* 
who now without any Right or Title reigpt 
over ye, opprefles ye with the moft bloody 
Cruelty*; and this other, who has a Jawfal 
Claim to the Crown, is fo replete with diktat 
fhamefu] Vices of the Englijh^ that he is un- 
worthy to enjoy it j for, by bis own Goufef- 
fion, he rs not only ayaritious to the laft Dfc 
gree; but wholly abandoned to the moft infii* 
tiable Luft; and i$ withal fo falfe a Traitor' 
that no Credit can be given to any Thin£ 
he fays : .Farewell then Scotland for ever $ I 
rlow Tool, dpon myfclf as a baniflied Man, 
-without >ny Bope of Commit or Jbjief/' 
^yin^tl^fw wept bitterly. 

:k -' h ' r Aiakolm 



Malcolm obferving be was about to depart, 
took him by the Hand, and (aid, "Be comforted 
Macdaff, for I have none of thefe Vices you la- 
jttetit: I have jefted with you in this Manner 
only to try your Sincerity 3 for many Times 
hath Macbeth fought by thefe Means to get me 
into his Hands, but the more backward I have 
lhewn myfelf to agree to your Requeft, the 
more Diligence (hall I ufe in 4 accomplishing 
it : Hereupon they embraced, promifing to be 
faithful to each other's Jntereft, and then con- 
futed together how they might beft put their 
Enterprise in Execution. 

v* Macduff" toon after repairing to the Borders 
6f Scotland, fecretly difpatched Letters to the 
Nobles of the Realm, in which he declared, 
that Malcolm intended to come fuddenly into 
Scotland &n<i claim the Crown 5 and therefore 
required them, fince that Prince was the true 
and lawful Heir of the Kingdom, to affift them 
with all their Power to recover it out of the 
Hands of the Ufurper. 

In the mean time Malcolm fo far engaged the 
Favoftr of King Edward^ that old Seyward, 
Earl of Northumberland* with ten thoufand 
Men, was appointed to go with him into Scot- 
land to fupport him in his Pretentions on that 
Crown. 

When the News of this intended Invafion 
was fpread abroad in Scotland the Nobles 
formed themfelvcs into two different Parties, 
- Vox* I. N the 



the bne Airing Part with Macbeth,' th* x*h& 
with Malcolm. . , ,. 

Between thefe two Factions there frequent- 
ly happened light Skirmifhes ; but thofe that 
were of Malcolm's Side would not rtfk the 
Danger of engaging in a pitched Battle till tlfcjr 
wtre joined by Malcolm, and the EnglifbFottte 
under the Command of Northumberland, 

. ■ '"■' 

Macbeth^ therefore, not thinkings himfelf 
able to engage the Englijb^ retired inta jFrjfc, 
and fortifying a Camp near the Caftle of Dun- 
Jinane, determined not to hazard a Battle art- 
lefs his Enemies purfued him thither* v ' 

However, fome of his Friends advifed him 
either to make a Treaty with M0lcolm+ or 
elfe to fly immediately into the Ifles, and take 
his Treafure with him, to the End that he 
might be able to engage feveral of the graft 
Princes of the Realm in his Intereft, and & 
tain Strangers in his Pay, if) whom he might 
better confide than in his owrf Subjects, who 
were every Day abandoning him. 

But he had fo firm a Reliance on his Pro- 
phecies, that he believed he fhould never be 
varxquiflied till Birnam Wood came to Dmh/> 
none, nor be (lain by any Man that was born 
6f a Woman. 

Malcolm, who had haftily purfued Macbeth, 
came the Night before the Battle to Birnam 
Wood, and when his, Army had refted thfere 
awhile, he commanded every Man to cut 
down a Branch of a Tree and march with it in 
his Hand, that thus fhaded, they might come 

clofely, 



idofelftf without idifcowing their Nsmbeifr, 
within View of their Enemies, ' ■ ♦•« •- 

The next Day , when MaehtthbdnAA them 
hp w** sseatly aftonifhed, and the Prophecy 
jtjttt had been delivered to him long before 
coming Unto his Mind, he doubteti not but 
that it waS"now £uifiHed^ fince he faw Birnam 
Wood coming to Dunfinane ; neverthelefs he 
^ew up his Men in Order of Battle, exhorting 
therm loiight valiantly. 
. His Enemies, however, had fcarcely caft 
^way their Bougjbs* when Macbeth* perceiving 
their Numbefcs, betook himfelf to Flight, 

Macduff y ftimulated with Hatred and an 
ciger Thirft of Revenge, never ceafed pur- 
Ainghinl till he came; tip with him at Lunfan- 
mm* "and Macbeth feeing him clofc at his 
Heels leaped off his Horfe, crying aloud, 
*• ThouTraitor, why doft thou thus follow me 
in vain ; fince I am not appointed to be flam 
by any Man that is born of a Woman ? But 
come on then, and receive the Reward thou 
haft merited for thy Folly." Hereupon he 
aimed a Blow at him with his Sword, thinking 
to have killed him ; but Macduff fuddenly 
leaping off his Horfe, avoided the Stroke, and 
holding his naked Sword in his Hand thus 
anfwered 

^ « c It is true, Macbeth ; and now fhalt thy 
jnjatiable Cruelty have an End; for I, I am 
be whom thy Wizards have told thee of, not 
^orn of my Mother, but ripped out of her 
Wembi" then fuddenly doling with him, he 
N 2 flew 
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tfew him on the Place, and cutting off Ms 
Head from his Shoulders, fixed it upon a PoH, 
and brought it to Malcolm. 

^ ^Thk was. the End of Ma*heth % after hfJwcl 
reigned over Scotland feventeeh Yeah : In the 
Beginning of hw Reign he performed many 
worthy A&iont, and made many Laws very 
ufeful to the Com«x>nwealth ; but afterwards* 
thro' the Dlufion of the Devil, he obliterated 
the Glory of his good Deeds by themoft 
feteftable Cruelty* 



v ^ 
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Observations on the Vfe Shakefpear h*$ 
1 made of the foregoing Hi/lory of Macbeth. . 

. ., ,, * 
The Pkn of Macbeth. 



IUFACBETH* a near Kinfman of Dm- 
•**** can % King of Scotland* having in one 
Day quelled a Rebellion, and given a total De- 
feat to the Army of the King of Norway, who 
invaded Scotland, as he was returning to Court 
with his ¥v\*&&Jianquo meet* three Witches on 
a barre^JHeatfc, the firft 6f vAom hails him 
ThAne^Glanuh thcfeo&ndTtolic of Cuwdor, 
and tWThird with t&e Title & Kirighereafcer. 

BanquO) offcr$ed at ttteir. ^dreffing them- 
felves only Vo"hi^F^iendSt defires them to fpeak 
likewife to him, upon which they prophefy 
that he (hall be happier than Macbeth, and 
though he (hall not fway a Scepter himfeJf, yet 
his Descendants fhall be Kings | this faid they 
vaniflied immediately. 

While Macbeth and hanquo are expref- 

fing their Surprize to each other at this Pro- 

N 3 digy, 
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digy, fome NobJemtn fent by the King falute 
Macbeth with the Title of Tharie of Cawdor. 
Macbeth^ aftonifhed at the Cprripletioa of 
tffe £rft Prophecy, ctotertains a Defign of mur- 
dering the King to make Way for &e rtrifiHft* 
of the fecohd, arid artfully founds *he inblihp 
ttbns *6f Bdnquo^ but finding him fixed- in his 
Loyalty to the King, he forbears to tamper' 
with him. : M . :.r V «.i.^c-i:"3 

The King declaring his Intentions tobeftow 
the Title of Pririce of Cumberland ort fli&fdeft 
Son Malcdlniy Macbeth alarmed af this, refelvk 
to be fudden in the Execution of his D±ifijgH$, 
and by a Lettec acquaints his Wife Wrjtht$e 
Prophecies of the Witches, one of which he 
tejls her had been already accbmpliflietf. -■•■' 

* M I*&? Macbeth^ a prbud> aft^dt*/ 
'cruel Woman,' urges oh her Hufband & 
•Murder of the King, and accordingly Dm 
coming to lodge one Night at Mac beib's Cafflfe 
in Invernefs , he is ftabbed in his BtdbfMac- 
~hrih? The two Sons of Duncan fearing #fe 
fame Fate fly from Scotland, and -Macbeth 
ufurps the Crown. 4 

Some time after being jealous of die promiftd 
Sovereignty to Banquets Children, he cables 
Banquo to be murdered, but his Sort Fteancc^ 

.. whom he ordered likewift to be difbatched, 
efcapes out of the Hands of the Murderers 

1 and faves liimfeff by Flight. 

V '''•■•■■■ ■ ' 'JtM 



Sbaktfpwr fflujtratid. 271 

Macbeth? prefTed by uneafy Doubts about 
his own Security, goes to the three Witches 
who had predicted his Greatness, to have tfrem 
refolded; they raife Apparitions who bid 
hin^ beware of Macduff, the Thane of Fife p 
tratat the fame Time afiure him that none of 
Woman born fhould have Power to hurt him, 
and. that he fhould never be vanquifhed till 
Birnam Wood came to the Hill of Dunji- 
nane. 

* Macbeth) elated with thefe Promifcs, fcts 
no Bounds to his Cruelty, and refolves to 
murder Macduff \ but being told he is fled to~ 
England^ he feizes upon his Caftle at Fife, and 
puts his Wife, his Children, and all that were 
found within it to the Sword. 

In the mean time Malcolm, the eldeft Son 
qf King Duncan, having prevailed upon the 
J&ng of England, with whom he had taken 
jtefuge, to furnifh him with an Army, marches 
into Scotland accompanied by Macduff 'who 
breathes nothing but Revenge againft the Ty- 
rant that had deprived him of his Wife and 
Children. 

Macbeth hearing of their Approach, and 
being daily informed of the Defertion of his 
Officers and Soldiers* fortifies the Caftle of 
Dun/inane, and confiding in the Promifes of 
the Spirits prepares to fight. 

Malcolm", when he comes into Birnqm Wood 

with his Army, commands every Man to cut 

bim down a 6ough and carry it before him in 

N 4 ©rder 



f |9der to conceal their Numbers from the £flfe» 
my j a Centitiel of MatbetbS ftirprtied atthft 
ftrange Appearance, informs him that as be 
was iookkig toward! Bhrnrnt, hh^ fadderi he 
peccfit^d the WoodW faiove* ' V * I » >l 
, ^Macbeth grows furious at this Account, bdt 
ft# relying on the Promife of the 4 ] aft Spirit 
«£ that he mould not be hurt by one of Woman 
bom," he goes into the Fields and being met 
by Macduff^ who in Anfwer to his Bofitedf 
Jbearing a charmed Life, tells him *< Wwas 
not born of hie Mother, but ripped -ftenVfter 
Womb J 9 he defpaite, curies, and being r foret!4 
to fight, is killed by Macduff: The Conqueror 
c^tsoff his Head and carries it to AfalctM* 
whofeTroopfe having sained a comfkat Vt6- 
tory, he is proclaimed King of Scotland.' 

LzAy Macbeth* tormented with honSUe 
Imaginations, deprives herfelf of Life before 
the decifivc Battle is fought, in irhfcfr HA* 
itftbtoOaATt* , ' -;-r\Y 

Shake] fear has pretty exaftly followed the 
Thread of die fcfiftory in this Play* which 
takes in Part of the Life of Duncan And the 
whole Reign of Macbeth: Some few Varia- 
tions he has made for the Sgke of diveriifving 
his Characters and con tracing \\& Ammy 
as when he {hews Banyuo unihaken in his 
Loyalty to his King; though the HiiWiaiw 
fay he joined with Macbeth in his Confpifacy* 
and afliftcd in the murder of Duncan y and making 
M*$b*th defeat the Rebels and fubdue the 
King of Norway in one Day ; when, accordr 
ifig to the Hiftorian tJwe was a long Interval 

of 



of Tune between thefe two? Adions, in which 
fcveral other Itatlea were fought 

: 1 It is not to be doubled bet Shots/fart fal- 
lowed Hollingjbtd'm the Fads which compel 
thas Play, as well as in may of his other 
kiftorical Plays. In the HinWy of Mutely 
where he found H$WpgJbsfs Cbfonkle de&* 
ctent, he probably confulted B*Utndon y whi 
*ranlatcd AMliwfeij^i. ' 

r " The larongruity of alt the Paflag* ft 
avfeichske Thjme of Gawbfi is fl»eil€tQned(fty| 
abe ctoietaated Author «tf die JUtoUtr inaParw- 
fhtaimided, A&fi$UsmusQbf#v*timwtb± 
yrtigtdj ^Macbeth) is very *efltarka&le> ht 
the feooftd Scene the Thames of Jb^> 4n4 ^ 
£*; bring the King an Account of U#Bafl**i 
and inform him that Ntrtvay 

8iv lis! ... I v. , - . ■ . •; ! 

Affiftcdkyi*atm«A^floyatTrakor > 
The Thane of Gmwkr 'gai* a tfteat €e»-> 

ma. 

. ^bajpfea^sthbiGm^watftafceilPrifone^ 
^theKiwgft^inthefaAie«c*rte, < 

^v. ,! Go, pronounce his Death, 

Art With fe« former TitkgweeiM»W*. 

c u^ Yttf ##^h tt^A^r Was tte* take* 

by Macbeth in Arrmagainft theKtag, when 
frfaUtb is faluted in the fourth Scene 
Th ww o# £*u*r by fhe Weird Sifters. 

feeaft^ - <. >- * • ^ * 

v.<»- i , • ■■* N 5 -a M -< Haw 



How of Caw&rf The Thane *£ Camtff 

llVCS } - * <-> ?i: ^ 

A preipentes Gendefnao* o ? m v^i sh: < ? 

\'w : - <• . • > • •* > ' ; ■ "or ; ;i/ 1 /iK <\^ 

" And in the next Line confiderfl thePromtfo 
that he fbould be Cawdor and King as equal- 
ly unlikely to be accomplifhed. 

u How can Macbeth be ignorarit aof die 
State of the Thane of 6i7«*^r whom beM&s 
-jwft defeated and taken f f itcmer* or ca&hki a 
profperous GiHtkman y who has forfeited his 
Title and Life by open Rebellion ? Or why 
flioaWhe wonder that the Title of the Rebel 
whom he has overthrown fliould he cbafeored 
upon him i 

* He cannot be fuppofed to diffenoMe.hii 

Knowledge of the Condition of GawAr^fbr- 

<4&ufe he enquires with all die Ardour criMSu* 

tfjofity and the Vehemence of fuddeoAftohiaV 

, merit, and becaufc nobody is prefent hat B*m- 

fto+ who had an equal Part of the Battleand 

i was equally acquainted with Camdvi* Tta** 

S**l*' ' '■ -•• •'■■/■i ?" • < '-..... ^ii.sqsd 

" However, in the next Scene his Ignorance 
fttll continue*, and, when i*^5 aad <<4f£w 
prefect him from the King with hit new Tide, 
he cri&out* * > . • •- -- .. j /m.- v u vi , 

iThe Thane ctffirtt/flfcr lk*%^ 
< Why do you drefi* m*in his bokraw'dRxiws ? 



«R*f€ 
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u Roffi and Angus who were the Meflen- 

thfct iiDthci fecohd Scene informed the. 

ing of the Aififtance given by Cawdor 

to the Invader, having loft, as well aa M*£- 

btthy all Memory of what they had fo lately 

siecn and related, make this Anfwcr % 

r - ■ - - Whether he was 
Combined with Norway* or did line the Re- 
srt *?befe ♦ • 

^Whh hidden Help and Vantage, or with both 
£ He laboured in his Country's Wreck, I know 
sin -nor. 

b« Neither Roffi knew what he had juftreported, 
i^mtJAciab what he had juft done. - 

: " This feems not to be one of the Faults 
fcthat are to be. imputed to the Tranfcribers j 
-Aiop,v though the Inooiififtency of RoJ/iztid 
-ijihgte might' be* removed by fiippofing that 
* their Names are erroneoufly inferted, and that 

xnAy^Roft brought the Account of the Battle, 
i andonty Mguswas feat to compliment Mat- 
-<i*th> yet^th^Focgetfulnds<)f ^Ta^rtA cannot 

be palliated, fince what he fays could not be 

fpoken by any other. 

v * Shake/ffory by deviating from Htftory in 

< makinroStfflf«o loyal and virtuous, had not on- 
ly- in View the contrafting his Chancer with 
Macbeth\ but alio a Compliment to King 
Jams the FuonV in whofc Reign this Play was 

i written* and; was lineally defended irom 
Banauo. 

i. N6 The 



*?6 sb4&miWkm&^ 

«< TJ*Prophwy of <U Wkckw mtkc 6tft 

Aft ftbfgiuuly proflfiifu tta Crown of &$iimd 
to the Posterity of Bapfuw Upoa tbitPfopbcey > 
it^s tbat v*f<*^ eaufc* ^«^ to Wrairyv 
dere d i ye* ftiU the E<C%pc of i! fai tfafc i&fltt^ 
of Banquo leaves Macbeth Room tp faipefls 
that the Kingdom would after his Death de- 
volve to that Family * hi* FearsrorttWOcate? 
fton are Co frequently and ftrongly inculcated ia . 
the Play, that though we hav* Asafe* to con* <£ 
elude it is ascpwppliftad ftomitfcg Wm faffz: 
Macbeth at the Sight of the Royal Apparitions * 
with two-fold Bails and treble Scepters. ': 

Mac. Horrible Sight ! Nay, aow I fee 't»~ 
true* 
For the Blood-bqhei'd jBtafat&uk*. ur*a 

And points at them k# Us* t ; ;.j r r^ts x/sa*: 
•..-.•■.' - :>:;*'...■ -3-ira^ 
" Yet it is to be wtfhod that Shahfam ha±r 
ma.de Ufe of the propr*efyi*g Witches to hint : 
at the Means by which this Qtaig*Ni the Si** "~ 
ceilion was to b* mad*., TtopU* kightc dtftes 

«« JFUana, after the Murder of hta Fathavri 
being protean by ike Darkncfs of the Night* r* 
and having for fane Time concealed, -bimtdSr v 
in Scotland, eicaped into /Sfaafar, ^kcr* the 
Strength of his Judgment aad Affability a£hbt 6 
Temper recommended hio> *eiy, foon; aflaii ^ 
hb Arrival tp tbaf^c^Uoai^o^lwvQwrj^^ 
the Prince of that Country. 

Profperity 



" Profperitvraifcd hW Ambkion to an unpar* 
domb\e Height y he athifed the Confidence re* '[ 
pofed it* him by fecretly paytngunhttrful Ad* " 
dre^to^heyo^Pr'm^ ) 

Benefa&or : Thofe Addreffes^ proved fttcce&t 
Jul ; ber Father ififcoyereir her Pregnancy, and "" 
that Fhamt was her Paramour; Fkancevrtk 
potto Death; and the Lady as foon as fhe was "* 
dcKvefed of her Child, which proved to be a 
Son? and was tifemed Walter* war conderfmed . 
to^pafethe reft of her Life in the Qttracler of 
a mean Domeftic. Young Waiter ^ by Orde* '* 
of his enraged Grandfather, wasfent to a re- 
• mote Part of WaUs to be educated as a Ruf- 
ttcj-v r- 

" When he bad attained h fs twentieth Year* 
the /Btood^ which flowed in hts Vein* inspire* 
htm with Sentiments far nobler and more re- 
fined than thofe of hi* ufual Companions ; he 
left the Country and threw feimfelf boldly into 
tb& Protection of his Grandfather at Court., 
This noble Resolution was* not entirely unfuc- 
ceiafcil ; he was admitted to ftay m the Palace^ 
hatior a mean an4 fervile Station. 

" One of the Courtiers with whom he had 
quarrelled, reproached him with the Iliegiti. 
macy of his Birth; WalUr wafe traftfiNMrfett 
with Fury at die Affront, and flew the Ftorferc 
who owefect it to him. 

¥ He was too fen&bfe df his Grandfather^ 
Severity to venture the Effect of it on char 
Occafion* he ftedknmediattly to Sccttimd, and 
Ua#brc*tf»te&^ 



M He met with a favourable Reception £om 
them, and" was particularly honoured and 
efteemed by fettle £»^A}6 Noweriien wbh^we 
at that Time in the Court of Serthnzfhporfiti 
Etnbafly to Margaret^yAio wasthtaQtifeeri^f 
that Nation. C5;*iv^ 

\ f c He became afterwards Geri^°fo>~t!& 
Princefs in Galloway and the Weftern ffiands\ 
and having gained a compleat Victory ^ver 
the Rebels of thofe Parts was made Hrgh' Se- 
nefchaU of die Kingdom, and Ix>rd oflet 
noble Manors, among which was that J 
Stuarfs-Iftands. ■* >ai ; 

«'• He left at his Death a Son, named At&e 
Stuart, Who fignafced his Valour on ;J t 
Occafions againft the Saracens in the 
Land, Alexander his Son fucceedrid hirii, 
was Founder of Phi fley- Abbey, jfiexandkr^h 
followed by his Son Walter i furftarrifcd \tif 
Dundtmala\ a famous General under AUxtinier 
ffie Third, milter had'two Son*, Alexander 
*hd l Robert who married the Daughter $&&£ 
fert^ot Qruxtoun, from which Marriage tfte 
Families of Darnley and Lennox are defcehdeA 

« Alexander, the eJdeft Son of Wnlm^ 
Dundonatey left two Sons, James and Jqlm } 
Joints died in his Infancy, and^^naVing 
dpoufcdthe Heirefi of Boutell had IfTue by 
her Walter Stuart* who married Marfatefy 
Daughter of King Robert Bruce y after'theHtt^' 
vil Diflentions of Scotland were entirely ap^. 
peafed. By thisr Princefs he had Robert Stuart* 
afterwards King of Scotland-, and from him 
the RoyalFamily of Stuart is iuieally defect- 
ed." • ' ^ " : - **-'*- •*• 

This 



This long Account of the, Pofterity, f£ 
Banquo will I hope not feem unentertaining tp 
jfg^Adf^era of Shaftefptar* whp witl thereby 
-$ee\ jffiik wfat Judgment that.great Poet has 
deviated from Hiftory in giving Royalty an£ 
Virtue to the Character of this Father of many 



^TJJici Charafter of Macbeth is drawn 
jafter k Ac Hiftorians, yet Shake/peer has foftejv: 
■c4 <a jittle fome of themoft rugged Features $ 
fie (hews him doubtful and irrefolute about the 
Jk^derof the King, fpurred on by Ambition 
tasommitit, but reftrained by his Abhorrence 
(PJ the Action, and whep by the Inftigations of 
1m Wife h$ is prevailed upon tado it, his 

kil afterwards £U e d ^4** Remprfe, and 
^Senfations that attend repentant 




^^.ip Chaaaer Jldkdetkj&&Q£j?tmia* 
jji tip Play is not incqnfiffent 4 with that in 
tfypi^&ofyy yet it is not the fame i Macbeth 
fypaif 3 9^y °f £* s Virtues^ and his Faulty 
jyerf thpjfe Virtues carried to Excefs. 

^ ,] : T|jhp Infection uled by Lady, Macbeth s and 
l^e Fire of his Temper are touched upoji by 
Bprtiusy but improved by Shake/pear with all 
the Force of Words and Propriety of Cbarac* 

iter* ^ 

The Wife of Macbuhy fysBottius, iti^ 
ipiljed him with Ambition to the utmoft of he* 
¥fm%l ihe was ardently defirous of the roya| 
TMe> and waj wicked and bold enough tc| 
, undertake 



undertake any Enterprise, and was impetuous 
intiwProfecutiofl of it. 

She prompted Matbttbto the Murder el thr 
King by the tnoft provoking Eftpteffibr** re* 
proaching him with Cowardice and Sloth, 14 
negligent to receive what Pate ha«Mhrec*edto 
obtain. ^ 

That the Glory of Reigning had in(pire& 
«a*y Men to porfue the empty Nam# r <$ 
King without die aflhial Power, eve* at thty. 
S jqttac t of their Lives. 

TbemacbmaryPa/tof thwPkv fefobem* 
«tfyBy defended and iUuitrated by mtrirtgtrt io trt 
HAt. 7#Aa/*», intheabovc-mefttk«edPaiWrIf- 
kt, that I chink 1 cannot confer * greater 0^- 
Kgatien on the Reader than by tranfcrrbtrtg 
d^ Paflage* hem ' - ' : -h ■-: 

*♦ fexsider to make a true fiftfmate of the 
Abilities and Merit of a Writer, it b alwayt 
JMteffery to examine the Genn/s of Mr Api 
awdf the Optntont of his Cbnteitopor^ea/^ J' 

" A P©et who ftwldnow make tfjrwhbW 
Action of hi$ Tragedy depend iigon £nchanr>' 
attests and £rotfaee the ehfcf jbteffr* bjrthe 
AQftafce ef ibpernatttfar Agents, tvouW^ 
ctnfcred a* tram%reCng trte Bbund* *fr Ao* 
babifity; rm w«u!d be- bariift^ f^m thV 
Theatre to the Nurfery, and condemned ft 
**Hte*Fatfy Tate infteacr of Trage&e*. 1 * 

r «*Bu* * Survey of file Ndtion* thhiP^r^ 
ffcife* atth^Thne Whtn-ai« Phy wa^ wrfttan 

will 



will prove that Sbahjpmr was in no Banger, 
of fuch Cenfures, fuice he only turned me.. 
Syftem that was then univerfally admitted, to 
his Advantage, and was far fromoverburthien* > 
ing the Credulity of his Audience/' 






The Reality of Witchcraft or Enchant- 
ment, which though not ftri&ly the feme, are' 
confounded in this Play, has in all Ages and 
Countries been credited by the common Peo*> 
pie* and in moft by the Learned themfelves." 
€€ Thefe Phantoms have indeed appeared* 
more. frequently in Proportion, as the Dark- 
neft of Ignorance has been ,more grofs 5 but 
it cannot be {hewn, that the brigbteft Gleams, 
of Knowledge have at any Time been iufficH 
cot to drive them out of the World.'* 1 

" The Time in which this Ktod of Cm 
dulity was at its Height, feems to havebeen 
that of the Holy War, in wWd* thMJbrif* 
ttaas imputed all their Defeats to Enchant* 
ments or diabolical Oppofitton, as they a& 
cribed their Succefe to the Affiflance of their 
Military Saints. And the learned- Mr. 
W appears to believe (Supplement 

to the Introduftion to Dm Quixote) that the" 
firft Accounts -of Enchantments were brought 
into this Part of the World by thofe who re- 
turned from their Eaftern Expeditions/' i 

" But there is always fame Pittance be* 
tween the Birth and Maturity of Folly as of 
Wickedoefs ; This Opinion had long . cxfrU 
ed, though perhaps the Application of it had 

in 



2 $z Stake/pear niu^rattL 
in no foregoing Age been fo frequent, nor the* 
Reception fo general. ..ii i 

OJympiodorus, in Pbtfiw'sExtrafa,!^}^^ 
of one LibaniuS} who pra&ifed tfejs; Kind of h 
military Magic, and having promifedffco pjef^t 
form great Things ag^inft the Jfarjfarjwi^ 
Without Soldiers, was at the Inftances of tjhe 
Emprefs Placidia put to Death, when he was 
about to have given Proofs of his. Abilities. 
The Emprefs ihewed fome KincUnefsj in ber 
Anger, by cutting him off at a Time fcfigfy**. 
renient to his Reputation. if •' / 

u But a more remarkable Proof of the An- 
tiquity of this Notion may be found in St,. 
Chryfoftom's Book dt Sacerdotis, which exhir; 
bits a Scene of Enchantments not exceeded' 
by any Romance, of the middle Age, ; he fujn j 
pofes a Spe&ator overlooking a Field of Bat^> 
tie, attended by one that points out all the va-> 
rious Obje&s of Horror, the Engines of Def- 
ttu&ion, and the Arts of Slaughter. Let htm 
then proceed to (hew him in the oppo6te Ar- 
mies, Horfes flying by Enchantment, armed 
Men tranfported through the Air, and every 
Power and Eorra of Magic. ^ 

«« Whether St. Cbryfojlom believed "tot" 
fuch Performances were really to be feen ijv* 
Day of Battle, or only endeavoured to inliven, 
his Defcription, by adopting the Notions of 
the Vulgar, it is equally certain that fucfr No- 
tions were in his Time received, and th# 
therefore they were not imported from the 
Sitraant jn a later Age ; the Wars with th? 

Saracens 



&ah$ear IttuJtraUii. &$ 

Saracens however gave Occafibn tbttofeir Pro- 
pagation, not only as Bigotry naturally dif-' 
cdvert Prodigies, but as the Scen£ of A£tion 
was tfemoved to' a' great Diftanee, and Dif- 
tarice either of Time or Place is fufficient to 
reconcile weak Minds to wonderful Rela- 
tions. 

"The Reformation did not immediately, 
arrive at its Meridian, and though the Day' 
gralki&lljr tncreafed ujpon us, :the Goblins of 
Witchcraft ftill continued to hover in the*' 
Twilight. In the Time of Queen Elizabeth 
wak the remarkable Trial of the Witches^ of 
Warbiilsy Whbfe Conviction is ftill commemo^ 
rated in an /annual "Sefmon at Huntingdon? 
But in the Reign of King Jttmcsyiii which 
this Tragedy was Written, many Cirdumfian- 
cefe ccfocurrdl to j^o^agate arid connxm thirf 
Opinion. 

** The King, who was mnch cdebritdj 
for his Knowledge, had before his' Arrival iri* 
England notf only ekamiried in Perfon jtf 
Wbfriairi accufed of Witchcraft, buthadgiVerf 
a very formal Accent of the Pra&fces v £n& 
Illufions of evil Spirits, _ the Compass of 
Witches, the Ceremonies ufed by them, tTie 
Jfonher of detecting them, arid the JuftioS 
of punifliing therii, in hfo Dialogues 6# 
. Damonolope y written in the Scottish Dialect,- 
arid p&Mifhed tft Edinburgh. 

wta This Ifcak Wastfbfcn after fcfe Acceffidri^ 

rfeptmt&l K London, aaitf ai^leitady-W*y^ 

^ /. gain 
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gain King James'% Favour was to flatter hit 
Speculation!, . tte> Sjrftem , ftf ,p*?mwahgie 
was immediately fidoptqd by ' jyljffltyMEftsA 
either to gain Pri^fmefit or not $9 WisA^" : , 

« tliua .the Doctrine of Wi$u&6sWa% 
verjr powerfutly incutcated r aj^^s j$/p &%#& 
Part of Mar^d have no .oth^4&$^^ 
Aeir Opinions than tha^ thej^e .#* F^fei^ 
it cannot be doubted but this )P^fu?(iiq>» } J5A4f. 
a rapid Progreis, fince Vapfty an^.C^uAaSs 
co-operated in it's Favour, and it had a Ten- 
dency.to free CJpwardice fr/px^L Rjeprpa^Jr-f >> 

" Tli$ Infcftkm Toon reached fjie JPajfem 
irient, who, in thefirft Year of Kin&jfaw** 
made a Law, by which it .was cjfta&^J^ Gkr 
12. That *^ am^Perfoi* foul ufc. any, J[w^tkj- 
«w or Objuration, of any evtt v > 9£. t japckea 
Spirit. 3; pf fliall confult, coy*nan& Wfr» 
entertain, employ,, feed, or reward an^ «i|T 
•r curfed Spirit to or for any Intent f?\it T 
pofe. 3. Or take un ajiy de^&Man* Wpmafon 
or Child out of the Qrave, or the SKi^&hv^ 
or any Part of the dead Per fon. tqJ^empjjgftfb 
*d or ufed in any Manaer of Witchcrafts , $9Tr 
eery, Charm, or Enchantment. 4. Or ftiad 
tife, pra£tife* or exercife anjr Sort pf /Witch- 
craft, Sorcery* Charm, ©r Enchantment/ 
& Whereby any Perfon ihafl b$ deftroyeaV 
led, waited, confuted,, pined, or lamed 
In any Part of the Body, 6* That euocy Aick 
Perfon being convicfted ihall fuffer Death." 

" Thua 



*- Tfttte !n the Time dtShdIBfoear wa? 
the Doftrm^of Witchcraft it once efeblifli- 
cd by Law and by the Fafliibn, and it became 
not only unpoljte, but. criminal to dojib^ it, 
and as Prodigies ane always feen in Proportion 
sis they are expeded, Winches Were every 
Day dtfeovered, and multiplied Hi faft in fomf 
Places, that Biflxop J%ZT merrtipns a Village 
ill Lancqfirire, where their Number was greater 
than feat of the Houfes " 

« The Jefuits and Salaries tobfc Advantage' 
of this univerfal Error; and cndeavou/ed.to 
promote the Intereft of their Parties'bjr pre- , 
teftdted Cures of Perfons afflified by evil SpU f 
rits, but they #ere dete<9ed and expofed by 
theQefgyof the eftablifhed Church.'V M 
k*** 'tfyon this general IhfatuatfonSJStfi^^ 
rrrfght be eafily allowed to found a Pla^efpe-* 
dally fince he has followed witli ^reaf Exa^ 
nefs fuch FBftories as were then thought true; I 
nor can it be doubted that the Scenes of En^: 
chantment," however* (hey may now be re? 
didUed, were both by 1 htmfelf arid his Audi*^ 

eri£& thought awful and affecting." , , 

■Kuril ■.< > B i • . ,'■:•■- >■*.'' >.AJ -'-"' 

The Note on the firfVStfne of ^f^urji\ . 
Aft explains ' tine .Nature Of* the InsarftatloAs * 
and diabolical Ceremonies made'Ufe bf'by 
the Witches, I (hall therefore give the Reader 
rite Heaftre 6f feeing it here. ,.' ' ' I 

" As this 1 ** 1 tforchtef Seene of IShcfahfc * 
ment in the Play, it is proper in this Place to 
ebftrve with how much Judgment Shake/pear 

has^ 



has iclcficd all the Cuwi^iicai^fjhisin* 
ferial Ccremofii^ ^aii^ hojp $*uU% bebw 
conformed to Common Opinions ai*d Tradi- 
tions." t . ^ ,.,, ::^/:i ^iii ^u,;/K. 

; « Tbxi^tbs brin^ 

,' <( The uf^ Form in which familiar Spirits 
are reported tojponverfe with Witches *s tbajt 
of a Cat, A Witch, who was tried' about 
half a Century before the Time of Shohffam,* 
bad a Cat, named Rutterkin y as the Spirit of 
pns of thofe Witches was Grimalkin^ and 
when any Mifchkf was to be done fheufed 
to bid Kotterkin ga a£d fly ; but once wheft 
(he would have , fent Rutierkin to torment 3 
Daughter of the Counters of Rutland^ in- 
ftead of going or flying {he only cried Mew y 
from which fhe difepvered that the Lady was 
put of his Power, thfPpwef of Witches-bes- 
ing not uriiverfaj, but limited as Shake/fear 
i^s taken Care to' inculcate.'* 

" Though hi? Bark cannot be loft, 
Yet it (hall be Tempeft toft." 

" The common AffliSions which thft Malice 
of Witcheq produced was Melancholy, JFtts, 
and Lois of Flefh, which are threajteoqd bjr 
one of Shake/pear 's Witches/' 

" Weary Sev'nnights nine Times nine 
Shall he dwindle, peak, and pine." 

- . ','v . '• ■«* 
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# It was Iikewife their Pra£Uce tf deftroy 
* the Cattle of their Neighbours, and the Far- 
mers have to this Day many Ceremonies to 
fecure their Cows and other Cattle from 
Witchcraft j but they feem to have been moft 
fufpeded of Malice againft Swine." 

c< Sbakefpear has accordingly made one of 
his Witches declare that ihe lias beew killing 
Swine, and Do&or Harfenet obferves, that 
about that Time a Sow could not be ill of the 
Jhleafies, nor a Girl of the Sullens, but fome 
old Woman was charged with Witchcraft." 

\ <c Toad, that under the cold Stone, 
*Days and Nights has forty one ; 
Sweltered Venom fleepihg got, 
Boil thou firft i' th' charmed Pot* 
• .• . . • ■ ■ ■ 

* c Toads have Iikewife long lain under the 
Reproach of being by fome Meads acceflary to 
Witchcraft, for which Reafon Sbakefpear in 
the firft Scene of this. Play calls one of the 
Spirits Padocke, qr Toad 9 and now takes Care 
to put a Toad firft into the Pot." 

" When Varinus was feized at Tboloufe y 
there was found at his Lodgings ingens Bufo 
Vitro inclufusy a great Toad ftut in a Phial, 
upon which thpfe who profecuted him, VihU 
ficium exprobabantj charged him I fuppofe with 
Witchcraft." 

cc Fillet of a fenny Snake, 
In the Cauldron boil and bake; 
Eye of Neut, and Toe of Frog, 
For a Charm, &c. .:■■« Thg 



*• The Propriety of thefe Ingredients may 
be known by confukiag the Bo*k*Je Vtphm 
j/nimslhm and dt Mirabilibm Mutt&t aftrft- 
cd to AtUetu* Mag**** in which' Ac Reader, 
who has Time and Credulity, may difcover 
very wonderful Secrets*" 

" Finger of fritd**ftrangtod Babe* -^ 
Ditch-dehWd by a Drab." . 

" It has been already mentioned in the Law 
againft Witches, that they are fitppofed to 
take up dead Bodies to ufe in Enchan&ne&ts, 
which was confcfled by the Womatrwfeool 
King James examined, and who had of a dead 
Body that was divided in one of their Aflfem* 
blies, two Fingers for her Share." : * - 

" It is obfervable that Sbakefpettr on this 

Seat Occafton, which involves the Fate of % 
ing, multiplies all the CircumAances of 
Horror." < 

cl The Babe, whofeFingwris ufed, m«ft 
be ftrangled in its Birth ; the Greafe muft not 
be human, but mull ha^e dropped from a 
•Gibbet, the Gibbet of a Murderer, and even 
the Sow whofe Blood buitd, mu ft have of- 
fended Nature by; devouring her own Farrow. 
Thefe Are Touches of Judgment and Genius. 1 ' 

" And now about the Cauldron fing, 
Blue Spirits and white, 
Black Spirits and grey, 
Mingle, mingle, mingle* 
You that mingle may, 
£* And in a former Part, Ward 



v efpear SkftratiJL k i$$ 

* * 

Weird Sifters Hand in Hand, 
Thus do go about, about 
Thrice to mine, and thrice to thirte, 
And thrice again to make up nine. 

. : 4t Thefe two Paflages I have brought to- 
gether, becattfethcy both feem fubje& to the 
. Objection of too much Levity for the Solem- 
nity of Enchantment, and may both be (hewn 
by one Quotation from Camden's Account of 
' Ireland* to be founded upon a Practice really 
icbferved by the- uncivilized Natives of that 
Country. 

, • * VVhen any one gets a Fall, fays the In- 
former of Camden* he ftarts up, and turning 
three Times to the Right, digs a Hole in the 
Earth ; for they imagine that there is a Spirit in 
the Ground ; and if he falls fick in two or 
three Days, they fend one of their Women 
- that is (killed \tt that Way to the Place, where 
he fays, I call thee from the Eaft, Weft, 
« North, and South, 4 from the Groves, the 
Woodsy the Riverf and the Fens, from the 
Fairies, Red, Black, and White. 

" There was likewife a Book written before 
the Time of Sbakefpear* defcribing among 
other Properties the Colours of Spirits." 

The learned and ingenious -Mr. Upton* in 

his critical Obfervations on Shakefpear has dif- 

. covered a Beauty that has efcaped all his other 

Commentators : * c The Apparitions, he fays, 

who are introduced paltering with Macbeth in 

Vol, I. O *<k*&3sfc 



'•too ttiidbMrJikAMU^ 




<f iSw imdJM wfc> bidslrim J^ware 
of Macduff* xeprefents ^bolfcsBg^tefoA's 
Head cut off* and bwri* z $pfM*Wm hr 

him that none of Womm^m^k^H k*K 
Power to hurt him, is Macduff \UitmAj rip* 
pal from his Mother's Wontf^^ tie 
CbiM with a Crown on his Head ^mBouah 
c»WM .*ho tejls Up he fcnll »«,le 
vmhquHhed till Bernam WocxLpnpw to £>«•- 

Soldiers to hew them down. a Bough, and 



Overf^##^ 
tt&ipftfc &c$ta»* fa ^>fttrfcv*fei*^to 
Btrnam Wood, fo abfelirttlj .jggj£ upon die 
others *dM£A(ttM 

fettgertdlslimhMigg B«WW Wwi iV»te 

move, and that it was ooaiiag: towards 2J**- 

-^^:^WW*IM* Xfttfc*|*f tigfttf and 

, JDfrfpeifc ap4owmbed<HibtsrfwE<^oa#)n 

Mpf { die fM. ** ^WTi^^is ^fferiiiit i n o 

it might naturalhr bcrtxfx&ed ftora !&*£&«• 

vi&ian of the Ealfehood flfon cP j oph et y, upan 

C which te had ^uii^AichfolidJfepes, that the 

Truth 



htm as toft ^Confidence on thatPrejli&ioa 

HUH* 



I HCVCr vCVdTCO 

**Fftit #a£n<* feorri <tf Wttaftih* iu& Vttif 

^rtWftWh^^fM^n tfe*t«s <tf a W^rni* torn/* 

he ftp: *'^-v.i»5. 






i* 



t:Wm ^y1c«irST/ted impfefs, ;'iy> <wakc mc 



- i tctfali thy ila«te ^¥^n<?rabfe Cltfti; ^ 
■ f bctf ^^Karf&ed Life, Mtoichnfrtitf notf J Md 
c To^ne^f WxMii«botti/* - -* - ^-^ 

£ i^ind extW^int ConfWenee ift^* iflan, 
ci^to^MJig^.'tteeA^Jrift 'before fell ^tfiarshe 
s Wbod tm moving, mrtfe the ftrtfcwring 

^$ffe*&^n ■■*"-■■ -\>: ; - "«■; " : ■■■ ai -f- '^- r f - 

*V-^:: ..-.-V-... • :■• ".^..•■. i v-:.; : .^ :■.-.:? afa^m If 



7 z 9 z fbak&ar m0#m w* 

\, ** If thou fpeak'ft falfc * < 

* Upon th&next Tree (halt th<ra hang alive, 
•Till Famine ding thee; If thy Speech be 

I care not, if thoudoft for me as much.-— < 
' T pull in Refolution, and begin . 
To doubt th* Equivocation of theTiend, 
That lies like Truth. Ftarnot, '.« ttti Bernam 

Wood 
Comes to Dun/mane. — And now a Wood 
Comes towards Dunjinane. Arm, arm, and 

out! , 
If this, which he avouches, does appear, 
There is not flying hence, nortarryingf here j 
v I 'gin to be a weary of the Sim ; 
. And wiih the State o* *h' World were now un- 
done. 
Ring the alarum Bell; blow Wind, come 

Wrack, 
At leaft, we'll die with Harnefs on our Back." 

But this Play has fewer Faults of this- Kind 
. than any other of Sbakefoear' >, and is defervfd- 
ly allowed to be a molt beautiful Piece, 



End of the Firji Volume. 
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